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| } Groans of adamn'd Soul. 


7 Diſcovering from the 16th of Luke the 
8 lamentable State of the Damn'd. 


And may ſitly ſerve 


As a Warning-Word to Sinners, both Old 
and Young, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, to 
avoid the ſame Place of Torment. 


With a Diſcovery of the Uſefulneſs of the 
Scripture, as our ſafe Conduct for avoid- 
ing the Torments of Hell. 


1 


The NINETEENTH EDITION. 


By JOHN BUNYAN. 


BERWICTHK, 
Printed and Sold by R. TA Y O . 1780. 
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N becauſe it is a dangerous thing to be wal- 
king towards the place of darkneſs and anguiſh : 
and again, becauſe it is (notwithſtanding) the journey 
that moſt of the poor ſouls in the world are taking, 
and that with delight and gladneſs, as if there was 
the only happineſs to be found; I have therefore 
Doug it my duty (being made ſenlible of the dan» 
ger that will befal thoſe that fall therein) for the pre- 


 - venting of thee, (O thou poor man or woman) to 


tell thee, by opening this parable, what ſad ſucceſs 
thoſe ſouls have had, and are like to have, that have 
been, or ſhall be found perſevering therein, 

We uſe to count him a friend that will forewarn 
his neighbour of the danger, when he knoweth theie - 
of, and doth alſo ſee that the way his neighbour is 
walking in, doth lead right thereto ;. eſpecially when 
we think that our neighbour may be either ignorant, 
or careleſs of his way, Why, friend, it may be, nay, 
twenty to one but thou halt been, ever ſince thou 
didit come into the world, with thy back towards hea- 
ven and thy face towards hell, and thou, either thro” 
ignorance (or careleſneſs which is as bad, if not 
worſe) halt been running haſtily that way ever ſince. 
Why, I befecch ee put a little ſtop to thy earneſt 
race, and take a view of what entertainment thou art 
like to have, if thou do in deed and in truth perſiſt in 
this thy courſe. Thy way leads down to death, and 
thy ſteps take hold on hell, Prov. v. 5. It may be the 
path indeed is pleaſant to the fleſh, but the end theres 
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iv To the READER. 


of will be bitter to thy ſoul. Hark, doſt thou not 
hear the bitter cries of them that are but newly gone 
before? Saying, Let him dip the tip of his figger in 
water, and cool my tonguc, that is ſo tormented in 
this flame, Luke xvi. Doſt thou not hear them ſay, 
Send one from the dead to prevent my father, my 
brother, and my father's houſe from coming into this 
place of torment? Shall not then theſe mourpful 
groans pierce thy flinty heart? Wilt thou {top thine 
cars, and ſhut thy eyes? And wilt thou not-regard ? 
Take warning, and {lap thy journey before it be too 
late. Wilt thou be like the filly fly, that is not quict 
unleſs {he be either intangled in the ſpider's web, or 


burning in the candle? Wilt thou be like the bird 


that haſteth to the ſnare of the fowler ? Wilt thou be 
like the ſimple one named in the ſeventh of the Pro- 
verbe, that will be drawn tothe ſlaughter by the cord 
of a filly laſt ? O finner. ſinner, there is better things 
than, hell to be had, and at a cheaper rate by the 
thouſandth part than that! O (there is no compari- 
ſon) there is heaven, there is God. there is Chriſt, 
there is communion with an innumerable company of 
faints and angels: Hear the meſſage then that God 
doth fend, that Chriſt doth ſend, that ſaints do bring; 
nay that the dead ſend unto thee; I pray thee there- 
fore that thou wouldeft ſend him to my father's houſe; 
if ope went to them from the dead they would repent, 


How long ye fimple ones will ye love ſimplicity ? And 


ye ſcorners deliglit in ſcorning? And ye fools hate 
knowledge ? Turn ye at my reprobf, and behold, faith 
God, I will pour out my ſpirit upon you, I will make 
known my words unto you. I ſay, Hear this voice, 


O ſilly one, and turn and live thou finful ſoul, left he 


make thee hear that other ſaying : But, becauſe 1 have 
called, and you have refuſed. I hav® ſtretched out mv 
hand, and no man regarded; I alſo will laugh at your 
ealamity; and mock when your fear cometh; | 

O poor ſoul ſoul, if God and Chriſt did adviſe thee 
for thine harm it would be another matter; then if 


thou didſt refuſe, thou "= have ſome excuſe to 
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make, or faults to find, and ground to make delays: 
but this is for thy proſit, for thy advantage, fot the 
pardooiog of thy ſins, the ſalvation of thy ſoal, the 
delivering thee from hell fire, from the wrath to come, 
from everlaſting burnings, into favour with God, 
Chriſt, and communion with all happineſs (that is ſo 


indeed.) 
But it may be thou wilt ſay, All that hath been 


ſpoken to in this diſcourſe, is but a parable, and pa- 


rables are not realities. 
I could put thee off with this anſwer, that though 


it be a parable, yet it is a truth, and not a lic; and 
thou ſhalt find it ſo too, to thy colt, if thou be found 


a ſlighter of God, Chriſt, and the ſalvation of thy 


own ſoul, 
But ſecondly, know for certain, that the things ſig- 


nified by parables are wonderful realities. O what a 
glorious reality was there ſigniſied by that parable ! 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a net that is caſt 
into the {ea, &c. ſigniſying that ſinners of all forts, 
of all nations, ſhould be brought into God's kingdom 
by the net of the goſpel. And O how real a thing 
ſhall the other part thereof be, when 'tis fulfilled ! 
which ſaith, And when it was full they drew it to the 
ſhote and put the good into veſſels, but threw the 
bad away, Mat. xiit. 47: 48. Signifying the manſions 
of glory that the ſaints ſhould have, and alſo the re- 
jection that God will give to the ungodly, and to ſin- 
ners. And alſo that parable, what a glorious reality 
is there in it? which ſaith, Except a corn of wheat 
fall to the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if 
it die, it doth bring forth much fruit, ſohn xii. 24. 
To ſignify, that unleſs Jeſus Chriſt did indeed ſpill his 


blood, and die the curſed death, he ſhon'd abide a- 


lone; that is, ha never a ſoul into glory with him, 
but if he died, he ſhould bring forth much fruit, that 
is fave many ſinners. And alſo how real a truth there 
was in that parable, concerning the Jews putting 
Chriſt to death, which the poor diſperſed Jews can 
belt expericace to their colt; for they have been al- 
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moſt ever ſince a baniſhed people, and ſuch as have 


had God's fore diſpleaſure wonderfully manifeſted a- 
gainſt them, according to the truth of the parable; 
Mat. xxi. ver. 33 to 41. O therefore. for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, do not ſlight the truth, becauſe it is diſ- 
covered in a parable ! For by this argument thou may- 
eſt alſo, nay, thou wilt flight almoſt all the things that 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did ſpeak ; for he ſpeaks to 


them for the moſt part (if not all) in parables. Why 
ſhould it be ſaid of thee, as it is ſaid of ſome? Theſe 
things are ſpoken to them that are without, in pa- 
rables, that ſeeing they might not ſee, and that hear- 
ing, they might not underſtand, Luke viii. 10. I ſay, 
take heed of being a quarreller againſt Chriſt's para- 


| bles; leſt Chriſt alſo object againſt the ſalvation of thy 


ſoul at the judgment · day. | 

Friend, 1 have no more to ſay to thee now; if thou 
doſt love me, pray for me, that God would nor for- 
ſake me, nor take his holysfpirit from me, and that 
God would fit me to do-and ſuffer what ſhall be from 
the world or devil inflicted upon me. I mult tell 
thee the world rages, they ſtamp and ſhake their 
heads, and fain they would be doing: The Lord help 
me to take all they ſhall do with patience ; and when 
they {mite the one cheek, to turn the other to them, 
that I may do as Chriſt hath bidden me ; for then rhe 
Spirit of God, and of Glory, ſhall reſt upon me. 
Farewel. 


I am thine, to ſerve in the Lord Jeſus, 


John Bunyan. 
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SIGHS from HELL; 


The Groans of a Damn d Soul, 
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Luke xvi. 19. &c. 


19. Here was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple, and fine linnen, and fa- 
red ſumptuouſly every day. 
20. And there was a certain beggar named Laza- 
rus, which was laid at his gate full of ſores. 
21. And deſiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man's table: Morcover the dogs 


came and licked his ſores. 


2\nd it came to paſs that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom: the 
rich man alſo died and was buried. 7 


ments, and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his boſom, ll. 

24. And he cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham have 
mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, tor I 
am tormented in this flame. | | 


25. But Abraham ſaid, Son remember that thou in 


thy life time receivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 


26. And beſides all this, between us and you there 


is a great gulf Sxed} ſo that they which would paſs 
from hence to you cannot, neither can they paſs to 
us that would come from thence. | 
27. Then he ſaid, 1 pray thee therefore father, 
that thou wouldeſt ſend him to my father's houſe, 
28; For I haye five brethren, that he may teſtify 


23. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tors  ® 
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8 Sighs from Hell; Or, 


unto them, leſt they alſo come into this place of tor- 


ment, 


and the prophets, let them hear them. 


30. And he ſaid, Nay, Father Abraham: But if one 


went to them from the dead, they will repeat. 
3. And he ſaid unto him, if they hear not Moſes 
and the prophets, neither will they be perſuaded tho” 
one roſe from the dead. 


| Verſe 29. 

- ſcripture was not ſpoken by our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, to ſhew you the (tate of two ſingle per- 
ſons only (as ſome through the ignorance of the drift 
of Chriſt in his parables, do dream) but to ſhew you 
the ſtate of the godly and ungodly to the world's end; 
as is clear to htm that is of an underſtanding heart; 
for he ſpake them to the end, that after generations 
ſhould take notice thereof, and fear, leſt they alſo fall 
mto the ſame condition. 

Now in my diſcourſe upon theſe words, I ſhall not 
be tedious, but as briefly as 1 may, 1 ſhall paſs thro' 
the ſeveral verſes, and lay you down ſome of the ſe- 
veral truths contained therein: And the Lord grant 
that they may be profitable, and of great advantage 


to thoſe that read them, or hear them read. 


The 19. and 20. verſes alſo, I ſhall not ſpend much 
time upon, only give you three or four ſhort hints, 
and ſo paſs to the next verſes, for they are the words 


I do intend molt eſpecially to inſiſt upon. 
The 19. 20. and 21. verſes run thus, There was 


a certain rich man which was clothed in purple and 


fine linnen, and fared deliciouſly or ſumptuouſly eve- 
ry day. And there was a certain beggar named La- 
zarus, which was laid at his gate fall of ſores, &c. 

1. If theſe verſes had been ſpoken by Jeſus Chriſt, 


and no more, all the world would have gone near to- 


have caſt a wrong interpretation on them, I ſay, if 
Jeſus had ſaid only this much, There was a certain 
rich man which fared ſumptuouſly daily, and a certain 


1 beggar laid at his gate full of ſores: the world would 


$ the whole parable,” and you ſhall find that there is no 
man in a worſe condition than he, as I ſhall clearly 
hold forth afterwards, Ss: 


x to outward appearance, he ſhall oft times take his 
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have made this concluſion of them. The rich man 
was the happy man, for at firſt view, it doth repre- 
ſent ſuch a thing; but take altogether, that is, read 


2. Again, if a man would judge of men according 


mark amiſs, Here is a man to ontward appearance 
the only bleſſed man, better by half than the beggar, 
in as much as he is rich, the beggar poor; he is well 
cloathed, but peradventure the beggar is naked; he 
hath good food, but the beggar would be glad of 
dogs meat. And he deſired to be fed with the crumbs 
that ſell from the rich man's table, the rich man fares 
well every day; but the beggar mult be glad of 4 
bit when he can get it. O! who would not be 
in a rich man's (tate ? a wealthy man, ſorts of new 
ſuits, and dainty diſhes every day; enough to make 
one who minds nothing but his belly, and his back, 
and his luſts, to ſay, O that | were in that man's con- 
dition! Oh that I had about me as that man had; 
then I ſhould live a life indeed ; then ſhould 1 have 
heart's caſe. good (tore ; then I ſhould live pleaſant- 
ly, and might ſay to my ſoul, Soul, be of good cheer, 
cat, drink, and be merry, Luke 12. 19. Thou halt 
every thing plenty, and art in a molt bleſſed condi- 
tion. b | . 4 

1 ſay this might be, Ay, and in a concluſion with 
them that judge according to outward appearance. 
But if the whole parable be well confidered, you will 
lee, Luke 26.15, That which is had in high eſtimati- 
on with men, is an abomination in the fight of God. 
And again, Job 16. 20, 21, 22. That condition that 
is the ladeſt convition, according to outward appears 
ance, is ott times the molt excellent; tor the beggar 
had ten thouſand degrees the beſt of it, tho” to out- 
ward appcarance his (late was the ſaddelt; from 
whence we ſhall oblerve thus much. * 


- 


10 Sighs from Hell ; Or, 


1. That thoſe who judge according to outward ap- 
pearance, do for the moſt part judge amiſs, Joh 7. 24. 
2. That they that look upon their outward enjoy- 
ments to be tokens of God's ſpecial grace unto them, 
are alſo deceived, :Rev, 3. 17- For as it is here in 
the parable, A man of wealth, and a child of the de- 
vil, may make but one perſon 3 or a man may have 
abundance of outward enjoyments, And yet be car- 
ried by the devil unto eternal burning, Luke 12. 10. 
But this is the trap in which the devil hath caught 
many thouſands of poor ſouls, namely by getting em 
to judge according to outward appearance, or accor- 
ding to God's outward bleſſings. 
Do but aſk a poor, carnal, covetous wretch, how 
we ſhould know a man to be in a happy ſtate; and he 


* will anſwer, Thoſe that God bleſſeth, and giveth a- 


bundance of this world unto ; when for the molt part 
they are they that are the curſed men. Alas ! poor 
men they are ſo ignorant as to think, that becauſe a 
man is increaſed in outward things, and that by a 
ſmall ſtock, therefore God doth love that man with 
a ſpecial love, or elſe he would never do ſo much 
for him, never bleſs him ſo, and proſper the works of 
his hands. Ah poor ſoul! it is the rich man that 
goes to hell. And the rich man that died, and in 
hell, mark, in hell, he lift up his eyes, &c. 

Methinks to ſee how the great ones of the world 
will go ſtrutting up and down the ſtreet ſometimes, it 
makes me wonder. Surely they look upon themſelves 
to be the only happy men; but it is becauſe they 
judge according to outward appearance; they look 
upon themſelves to be the only bleſſed men, when 
the Lord knows the generality are leit out of bleſſed 
condition. Not many wile men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called, 1. Cor. I. 
26. Ah! did they that do now ſo brag, that no bo- 
dy dare ſcarce look on them, but believe this, it 
would make them hang down their heads and cry, O 
give me a Lazarus” poition 


I might here enlarge very much, but I ſhall not, on» 
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ly this much I ſhall ſay to you that have much of this 


after, when you would very willingly have heaven, 
” Remember in your life time you had your good 
© things; in your life time you had your portion, Pſal. 
17. 14. 


thou be content that God ſhould put thee off with a 
portion in this life ? wouldſt thou be glad to be kept 


ſpend moſt of their time in luſt, drunkendeſs, wan- 
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world. have a care that you have not your portion in 
this world ; take heed that it be not ſaid to you here- 


And friend, thou that ſeekeſt after this world, 
and defireſt riches, let me aſk this queſtion, wouldſt 


out of heaven with a back well cloathed, and a belly 
well filled with the dainties of this world? wouldſt 
thou be glad to have all thy good things in thy life 
time, to have thy heaven to ll no longer than while 
thou doſt live in the world? wouldſt thou be willing 
to be deprived of eternal happineſs and felicity ? if 
thou {ay no, then have a care of the world and th 
ſins ; have a care of deſiring to be a rich man, Le 
thy table be made a ſnare unto thee, Pal. 69. 22. 
Leſt the wealth of this world do bar thee out of glo- 
ry. For as the Apoſtle faith, They that will be rich 
do fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts, whichdrown men'in perdition 
and deſtruction, 1 Tim 6.9. Thus much in gene- 
ral, but now particularly. 

Theſe two men here ſpoken of (as 1 ſaid) do hold 
forth to us the ſtate of the godly and ungodly ; the 
beggar holdeth forth the godly, and the rich man the 
ungodly, There was a certain rich man, &c. 

But why are the ungedly held forth under the no- 
tion of a rich man ? . 

1. Becauſe Chriſt would not have them look too 
high, as I ſaid before, but that thoſe that have riches 
would have a care that they be not all their portion, 
Jam. 1. 10, Ti, 12. 1 Tim. 6. 17. 

2. Becauſe rich men are molt liable to the devil's 
temptations ; are molt ready to be puft up with pride, 
ſtoutneſs, cares of this world, in which things they 
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toneſs, idleneſs, together with other works of the ſleſn, 
For which things ſake, the wrath of God cometh up- 


on the children of diſobedience, Col 3. 6. 

3. Becauſe he would comfort the hearts of his own, 
which are molt commonly of the poorer ſort: But 
God hath choſen the poor, and deſpiſed baſe things 
of this world, 1 Cor. 1 26. Should God have ſet 
the rich man in the bleſſed (tate, his children would 
have concluded, being poor, that they had no ſhare 
in the life to come. 8 

And again, had not God given ſuch a diſcovery of 
the ſad condition of thoſe that are for the moſt part 


rich men, we ſhould have had men, who concluded * 


abſolutely, that the rich are the bleſſed men, Nay 
albiet the Lord himſelf doth ſo evidently declare, 
that the rich ones of the world are for the molt part 
in the ſaddeſt condition, yet they through unbelief. 
or elſe preſumption, do harden themſelves, and ſeek 
for the glory of this world, as though the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt did not mean as he ſaid, or elſc that he will 
ſay more than ſhall aſſuredly come to paſs: but let 
them know that the Lord had a time to fulfill, that 
he had a time to declare, for the ſcripture cannot be 
broken, John 10. 35. ; 

But again, the Lord by his word doth not mean 
theſe are ungodly, who are rich in the world and no 
other: for then muſt all thoſe that are poor, yet 
graceleſs and vain men be ſaved, and delivered from 
eternal vengeance ; which would be contrary to the 


word of God, which faith that together with The 


kings of the earth and the great men, and the chief 
captains and mighty men, there are bondmen or ſer- 
vants, and ſlaves, that cry out at the appearance of 
the almighty God, and his fon Jeſus Chriſt to judg- 
ment, Rev. 6. 15. So that though Chiilt doth ſay, 
There was a certain rich man. yet you mult under- 
ſtand he meaneth all the pogodly, rich or poor. Nay, 
if you will not underſtand it ſo now, you ſhall be made 
to underſtand it to be ſo meant at the day of Chrilt's 
ſecond coming, when all that are ungodly ſhall ſtand 
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it the left hand of Chriſt with pale faces, and guilty 
conſciences, with the vials of the Almighty's wrath 


ready to be poured ont upon them. Thus much in 
brief touching the 19th verſe. I might have obſerved 
other things from it but now | forbear, having other 
© things to ſpeak of at this time, 


Verſe 20. And there was a certain beggar named La- 
zarus, which was laid at his gate full of ſores. 


HIS verſe doth chiefly hold forth theſe things, 
1. That the ſaints of of God are a poor con- 
temptible people. There was a certam beggar. If 
you underitand the word Beggar, to hold forth out- 
ward poverty, Or ſcarcity of outward things, ſuch are 
the ſaints of the Lord, tor they are for the molt part 
a poor, deſpiſed, contemptible people. But if you al- 
legorize it, and interpret it thus, they are ſuch as beg 
earneſtly for heavenly food; this is alſo the ſpirit of 
the children of God, and it may be, and is a truth in 
this ſenſe, though not ſo naturally gathered from this 
ſcripture, 

2. That he was laid at his gate full of ſores, Theſe 
words hold forth the diſtemper of believers ſaying, 
He was full of fores, Which may figaify the many 
troubles, temptations, perſecutions, and afflicuons in 
body and ſpirit, which they meet withal while they 
are in the world, and allo the entertainment they 
meet with at the hands of theſe ungodly ones who 
live upon the earth, whereas it is faid, He was laid 
at his gate full of ſores, mark, He was laid at his 
gate, not in his houſe, that was thought too good for 
him, But he was laid at his gate full of ſores, trom 
whence obſerve, that the ungodly world do not de- 


| fire to entertain and receive the poor ſaints of God 


into their houſes, if they mult needs be ſomewhere 

near unto them, yet they thall not come into their 

houſes, ſhut them out of doors; if they will needs be 

near us, let them be at the gate. And he was laid 
B 
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- | 
2 At his gates full of ſores, 2, Obſerve that the world 
1 are not all touched with the afflictions of God's child - 
ren, for they are full of ſores; a deſpiſed, afflicted, 
tdeempted, perſecuted people, the world doth not pity; ; 
1 no but rather labour to aggravate their trouble, by 
6 ſhutting them out of doors; ſink or ſwim, what cares 
| the world, they are reſolved to diſown them, they 
will give them no entertainment; if the lying in the 
{treets will do them any good, if hard uſage will do 
them any good, if to be diſowned, rejected, and ſhut + 
out of doors by the worid, will do them any good, 
they ſhall have enough of that; but otherwiſe no re- 
freſhment, no comfort from the world. And he was 
laid at his gate full of ſores. | 
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Verſe 21. And he deſired to be fed with the crumbs 4 
which fell from the rich man's table the dogs 
came alſo and licked his ſores. 5 


Y theſe words, our Lord Jeſus doth ſhew us the 
frame of a Chriſtian's heart, and alſo the heart 

and carriage of worldly men towards the ſaints of the 
Lord. The Chriſtian's heart is held forth by this, 
that any thing will content him while he is on. this 
ſide glory; And he deſired to be fed with crumbs, 
the dogs meat, any thing. I ſay. a Chriſtian will be y 


content with any thing, if he have but to keep life 
and ſoul together (as we uſe to ſay) he is content, 
he is ſatisfied; he hath learned, if he has learned to 
be a Chriſtian, to be content with any thing : as Paul 
faith, I have learned in whatſoever ſtate 1 am, there- 
with to be content, He learns in all conditions to 
ſtudy to love God, to walk with God, to give up * 
himſelf ro God : and if the crumbs that fall from the 
rich man's table will but ſatisfy nature, and give 
him bodily ſtrength, that thereby he may be the more 
able to walk in the way of God, he is contented. nd 
| he deſired to fed with the crumbs that fell from the 
# rich man's table. But mark, he had them not, you 
1 do not ſind that he had ſo much as a crumb or a 
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fcrap allowed unto him, No, the dogs will be be- 
guiled, that mult be preſerved for the dogs. From 
* whence obſerve, that the ungodly world do love their 
dogs better than the children of God. You will fay, 
that's ſtrange. It is ſo indeed, yet it is true, as will 
be clearly manifeſted; as for inſtance: How many . 


pounds do fome men ſpend a year on their dogs, when 


in the mean while the poor ſaints of God may ftarve 
for hunger? They will build houſes for their dogs, 
When the ſaints mult be glad to wander and lodge in 
dens, and caves of the earth, Heb. 1. 38. And if 


they be in any of their houſes for the hire thereot, 
they will warn them out, or eject them, or pull down 


the houſe over their heads, rather than not id them- 


F fcives of ſuch tenants, Again, ſome men cannot go 
half a mile from home, but they mult have dogs at 


their heels; but they can very willingly yo half a 
ſcore miles without the ſociety of a Chriſtian. Nays 
if when they are buſy with their dogs, they ſh ould. 
chance to meet a Chriltian, they would willingly ſhift 
him if they cou'd. They will go on the other lide 
of the hedge or the way, rather than they will have 
any ſociety with him; and it in any time a child of 
God thould come into a houſe where there are but 
two or three ungodly wretches, they do commonly 
with either themſelves or the faint out of doors; and 
why ſo? becauſe they cannot fit down with the ſo- 
ciety of a Chriitian : though it there come in at the 
ſame time a dog, or a drunken ſwearing wretch, 
which is worſe than a dog, they will make him wel- 
come; he thall fit down with them and partake of 
their dainties And now tell me, you that love your 
fins and pleaſures, had you not rather keep company 
with a drupkard, a {wearer, a ſtrumpet, a thief, nay, 
a dog, than with an honeſt hearted Chriſtian? if you 
fay no: what means your ſour carriage to the peo- 
ple of God? why do you look on them as if you 
would cat them up? Yet at the very ſame time if 
you can but meet your dog or a drunken companion, 
you can fawn upon them, take acquaintance with em 
B 2 


16 Sighs from Hell; Or, 


to the tavern or ale-houſe with them, if it be two or 
three times a week, But if the ſaints of God meet 
together, pray together, labour to edify one another, 
you wil! ſtay till dooms-day before you will look into 
the houſe where they are. Ah friends, when all 
j comes to all, you will be found to love drunkards, 
Wt | ſtrumpets, dogs, any thing; nay, to ſerve the devil, 
| rather than to have loving and friendly ſociety with + 
16 the ſaints of God. 
* | Moreover, the dogs came and and licked his ſores, 
M Here again you may ſee, not only the afflicted ſtate 
1 of the ſaints of God in this world, but alfo. that even 
| dogs themſelves according to their kind, are more ſa- 
vourable to the ſaints, than the finful world; rho? 
the ungodly will have no mercy on the faints, yet it 
is ordered fo, that theſe creatures, dogs, lions, &c. 
will. Tho' the rich man would not entertain him 
into his houſe, yet his dogs will come and do him 
the beſt good they can, even to lick his running ſores. 
It was thus with Dante]. when the world was mad 
againſt him, and would have him thrown to the Jions 
ta be devoured, the lions ſhut their mouths at him, 
(or rather the Lord did ſhut em up) ſo that there 
' was not that hurt befel to him, as was deſired by 
the adverſaries, Dan 6. And this I am perſuaded of, 
that would the creatures do as ſome men would have 
them, the ſaints of God ſhould not walk ſo quietly + 
up and down the ſtreets, and other places, as they do. 
And as I ſaid before, ſo I ſay again, 1 am perſuaded, 
that at the day of judgment, many mens conditions 
and carriages will be ſo laid open, that it will evident- 
| ly appear, they have been very mercileſs, and mad 
lf | againſt the children of God; inſomuch, that when 
dhe Providence of God did fall out ſo as to croſs 
| 


their expectation, they have been very much offend- 
e al thereat, as is very evidently ſeen in them who et 
| | themſelves to ſtudy (Plal. 3 1. 13.) how to bring the 
ſaints into bondage, and to thruſt em into corners, as 
in theſe late years. And becauſe God hath in his 
1 goodneſs ordered things other wiſe, they have gnaſhed 
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© their teeth thereat. Hence then let the ſaints learn, 
not to commit themſelves to their enemies; beware 
of men, Mat. 10. 17. They are very mercileſs men, 
and will not ſo much favour you (if they can help it) 
as you may ſuppoſe they may. Nay, unleſs the over- 
\ruling hand of God in goodneſs do order things con- 
Frrary to their natural inclinations, they will not fa» 
vour you ſo much as a dog. 


; Verſe 22. And it came to paſs, that the beggar died. 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bo- 
ſom : The rich man alſo died, and' was buried.. 


HE former verſes do briefly hold forth the car- 
7 riage of the ungodly in this life, toward the 
fſaints. Now this verſe doth hold forth the departure 
both of godly and ungodly, out of this life. 

> Where he faith, And it came to pals, that the beg- 
gar died, and was carried into Abraham's boſom; and. 
the rich man died alſo.) This beggar died, that re- 
preſents the godly; and the rich man died, that re- 


m, 
re preſents the ungodly, From whence oblerve, nei- 
by ther godly nor ungodly muſt live always without a 


f, change, either by death or judgment; the good man 
died, and the bad man diced. Thar ſcripture doth al- 
ſo back this truth, that good and bad mult die, mar- 


vellous well, where it is ſaid, And it is appointed to 
j men once to die, and after that the judgment, Heb. 
= 7. -* | 

. Mark, he doth not ſay it is ſo, that men by chance 
1] may die z which might beget in the hearts of the un- 
a godly eſpecially, ſome hope to eſcape the bitterneſs 
of it; but he faith, It is a thing molt certain, it is ap- 


inted; Mark, it is appointed for men once to dic, 
and after the judgment, God hath decreed it, that. 
ſince men have fallen from that happy eſtate that God 
at the firſt did ſet them in, they thall die, Rom, vii, 
23 Now when it is ſaid the beggar died, and the 
rich man died; part of the meaning is, they ceaſed to 
be any more in this world. I ſay, partly the mean 
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ing is, but not altogether. Though it be altogether * 
the meaning, when {ome of the creatures dic, yet'tis but 
in part the meaning, when *tis that men women or chil- 
dren die; for there is to them ſomething elie to be 
ſaid, more than a barely going out of the world: for 
if when unregenerate men and women dic, there were 
aan end of them not only in this world, but alſo in 
| the world to come, they would be happy over they 
10 | will be now ; for when ungodly men and women die, 
ſl | there is that to come after death, that will be very 
Wt | terrible to them; namely, to be carried by the an- 
1 gels of darkneſs from their death beds to hell, there 

do be reſerved to the judgment of the great day, when 
ö both body and ſoul ſhall meet and be united together 
j! 
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| 

* again, and made capable to undergo the uttermolt 
vengceayce of the Almighty to all Eternity, This is 
that I ſay, which doth follow a man (that is not born 
5 again) after death, and is clear from that in x Pet 3. 
0 | 18, 19, Where before ſpeaking of Chrilt being raiſ- 


ed again by the power of his Eternal Spirit, he ſaith, 
By which, that is, by that Spirit, he went and preach» 
cd to the ſpirits in priſon: But what is the meaning 
of this? Why thus much, that thoſe ſouls who were 
once alive in the world, in the time or days in which 
Noah lived, being diſobedient in their times to the 
calls of God, by his Spirit in Noah, for ſo 1 underſtand 
it, was according to that which was foretold by that 
preacher, deprived of life, and overcome by the flood, 
and are now in priſon. Mark, he preached to the © 
jßpirits in priſon ; He doth not ſay, who were in pri- 

| fon, but to them (in) that is now in priſon, under 

i chains of darkneſs, reſerved, or kept there in that pri- 
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jon, in which now they are (readily like villains in 
the goal, to be brought before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt at the great day :) But of this I ſhall ſpeak fur- 
ther by and by Now if this one truth, that men mult 
die and depart this world, and either enter into joy, 
or elſe into priſon, to be reſerved to the day of judg- 
ment, were believed, we ſhould not have ſo many 
{| Wantons walk up and down the ſtreets as there do; 
dt leaſt it would put a mighty check to their filthy car- 
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f riages, ſo that they would not, could not walk ſo 
baſely and ſinfully as they do. Bellhazzer, notwith- 


ſtanding he was fo far from the fear of God as he was, 
yet when he did but ſee that God was offended, and 


Fihrearned him for his wickedneſs, It made him hang 
don his head, and knock his knees together, Dan. 
5. 5, 6, If you read the verſes betore, you will find 


he was carclels; and fatistying his Juſts in drinking, 
and playing the wanton with his concubines But 10 


'S as he did perceive the finger of an hand- writing, 
then (ſaith the ſcripture) The king's countenance was 


3 changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 1o that the 


Wo » . F N ' 
joints of his loins were looſcd, and his knees mote one 
againſt another. And when Paul told Felix ot righe 

tcouſneſs, temperance and judgment to come, it made 


j 


* 
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Ty 
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him tremble. And let me tell thee (ſoul) whoever 
thou art, that if thou didit but verily believe that thou 
mutt die, and come into the jud ment, it would make 
thee turn over a new Jeat, But this is the mifery, the 
devil goth labour by all means; as to keep out other 
things that ate good, io to Keep out of the heart; as 


much as in him lyes, the thoughts of paſſing from this 
life into another world; for he knows, if he can but 
kcep them from the ſerious thoughts of death, he 


ſhall the more eaſily keep them ia their fins, and ſo 


from cloling with jcſus Chriſt: as Job faith, Their 


houſes are fate trom fear neither is the rod of God, 
upon them, Which makes them ſay to God, Depart 
from us, tor we deſite not the knowledge of thy ways, 
verſe 14. Becauſe theie is no tear ot death and judg- 
meat to come, therefore they do put off God and his 
ways, and ſpend their days in their fins, and in a mo- 
ment, that is, before they are awaie, go down to the 
grave, verſe 17, And thus it tarcd allo with the man 
ipoken of in Luke 12. 20. The man inſtead of think- 
ing of death, he thought how he might make his 
barns bigger: But in the midit of his bulineſs in the 
world, he loſt his ſoul before he was aware, luppoſ- 
ing that death had been many years aff : but God 
laid unto him, Thou fool, thou troubleſt thyſelt a- 


20 Sight from Hell; Or, 


bout things of this life, thou putteſt off the thoughts 
of departing this world. when this night thy ſoul ſhall 
be taken from thee ; Or. this night, they, that is, the 
devil, will fetch away thy ſoul from thee, Aad here 
it comes to paſs, mens not being exerciſed with the 
thoughts of departing this life, that they are ſo un- 
expectedly to themſelves, and their neighbours, ta- 
len away from the pleaſures and profits, yea, and 
all the enjoyments they buſy themſelves withal while 
they live in this world, And hence it is again, that 
you have ſome in your towns and cities that are fo 
ſuddenly taken away, ſome from haunting the ale- 
houſes, others from haunting the whore houſes, o- 
thers from playing and gaming, others from the cares 
and covetous deſires after this world, unlooked for 
as by themſelves, or their companions, Hence it is 
alſo, that men do ſo wonder at ſuch tidings as this; 
that there is ſuch a one dead. ſuch a one departed ; 
it is becauſe they do ſo little conſider both the tranſi- 
torineſs of themſelves and their neighbours : For had 
they but their thoughts well exerciſed about the 
ſhortneſs of this life, and the danger that will befal 
ſuch as do miſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it would 
make them more wary and ſober, and ſpend more 
time in the ſervice of God, and be more delighted 


and diligent in enquiring after the Lord Jeſus, Who. 


is the deliverer from wrath to come, 1 Thef]. 1. 10. 
For as I ſaid before, it 1s evident, that they who live 
after the fleſh in the Juſts thereof, do not really and 
ſeriouſly think on death, and the judgment that doth 
follow after; neither do they indeed endeavour ſo 
to do. for did they, it would make them ſay with 
holy Job, All the days of my appointed time, will I 
wait till my change come, Job 14. 14. And as I ſaid 
before, that not only the wicked, but alſo the godly 
have their time to depart this life. And the beggar 
died. The ſaints of the Lord, they muſt be depriv- 

ed of this life alſo, they muſt yield up the ghoſt into 

the hands of the Lord their God; they mult alfo be 

ſeparated from their wives, children, husbands, 
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friende, goods, and all that they have in the world. 
For God hath decreed it; it is appointed, namely, by 
the Lord, For men once to die, and we muſt appear 
before the judgment - ſeat of Chriſt, As it is, 2 Cor. 
5. 10, 11. 

But it may be objected, if the godly die as well as 
the wicked, and if the ſaints mult appear before the 
judgment- ſeat, as well as the ſinners; then what ad- 
vantage have the godly more thaa the ungodly, and 
how can the ſaints be in a better condition than the 
wicked ? 

Anſw. Read the 22d verſe over again, and you ſhall 
find a marvellous difference between them, as much 
as is between heaven and hell, everlaſting joy, and 
everlaſting torments; for you fad, that when the 
beggar died, which repreſents the godly, He was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom, or into 
cverlaſting joy, Plal. 1. But the ungodly are not fo, 
but are hurried by the devils into the bottomleſs pit, 
drawn away in their wickedneſs, Prov. 14. 32- for he 
ſaith, And in hell he lift up his eyes. When the un- 
godly die, their miſery beginneth, for then appear 
the devils, like ſo many lions; waiting every mo- 
ment till the ſoul depart from the body. Sometimes 
they are viſible to the dying party, but ſometimes 
more inviſible, but always this is certain, they never 
miſs of the ſoul, if it do die out of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, but do haw] it away to the priſon, as I ſaid 
before, there to be tormented and reſerved until the 
great and dreadful day of judgment, at which day 
they mult, body and foul, receive a final ſentence 
trom the righteous judge, and from that time be ſhut 
out from the preſence of God into everlaſting wo and 
diltrels. But the godly, when the time of their de- 
parture is at hand, then alſo are the angels of the 
Lord at hand ; yea, they are ready, waiting upon the 
ſoul to conduct it ſately into Abraham's boſom. I do 
not ſay but the devils are oft times very buſy doubt- 
jeſs, and attending the ſaints in their ſickneſs: I, and 
no queſtion but they will willingly deprive the ſoul of 


22 Sight from Hell; or, 


glory. But here is the comfort, as the devils come 
from hell to devour the ſoul (if it be poſſible at its de- 
parture) ſo the angels of the Lord come from heaven, 
to watch over and conduct the ſoul (in ſpite of the de- 
vil) ſafe into Abraham's boſom. 

David had the comfort of this, and ſpeaks it forth 
for the comfort of his brethren; Pſal 34. 7. ſaying, 
The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. Mark, the an- 
gel of the Lord encampeth round about his children, 
to deliver them; From what? From their enemies, 
of which the devil is not the leaſt. This is an excel- 
lent comfort at any time, to have the holy angels of 
God to attend a poor man or woman ; but eſpecially, 
it is comfortable in the time of diſtreſs, at the time 
of death, when the devils beſet the ſoul with all the 
power that hell can afford them, But now it may 
be that the glorious angels of God do not appear at 
the firſt, to the view of the ſoul ; nay, rather hell 

ſtands before it, and the devils ready, as if they would 
carry it thither; but this is the comfort, the angels 
do always appear at the laſt, and will not fail the 
ſoul, but will carry it ſafe into Abraham's boſom, Ah 
friends! Conſider, here is an ungodly man upon his 
death bed, and he hath none to ſpeak for him, none 
to ſpeak comfort unto him ; but it is not ſo with the 
children of God, for they have the Spirit to comfort 
them. Here is the ungodly, and they have no Chriſt 
to pray for their ſafe conduct to glory, but the ſaints 
have an interceſſor; Job 17. 9. Here in the world. 
when they die, they have none of the angels of God 
to attend upon them; but the ſaints have their com- 
pany. Ina word, the unconverted perion when he 
dieth, he ſinks into the bottomleſs pit. But the ſaints 
when they die, do aſcend with, and by the angels in- 
to Abraham's boſom, or into unſpeakable glory, 
Luke 23. 43. 
Again it is ſaid, that the rich man when he died, 
was buried, or put into the earth; but when the beg- 
gar died, he was catried by the angels into Abraham's 


* 
? 
' 


: 
55 
N 
; 


ve 


th 
th 
ta 
th 
th 
tc 
B 
a 
2 
h 
tl 
þ 
f. 
n 
V 
h 
+ 
t 


——— <A — = LI 


— Io 
* 


oo Hoa ̃ ůMA1Ä . 3. 


7 
4 
* 
$1! 
; 
# 


The Groans of a Damned Soul. 23 


” boſom. The one is a very excellent ſtile, where he 


faith, he was carried by angels into Abraham's bo- 


ſom; it denotes the excellent condition of the ſaints 
cot God, as I ſaid before; and not only fo, Bur alſo 
the preciouſneſs of the death of the ſaints in the eyes 


of the Lord, Plal. 116. 15. that after generations 
may ſee how precious in the üght of the Lord, the 
death of his ſaints is, when he ſaith, They are carti- 


ed by the angels into Abraham's boſom 


Thus many times the Lord adorneth the death and 
departure of his ſaints, to hold forth to after genera» 
tions. how excellent they are in his eyes. It is ſaid 
of Enoch, that God took him; and ot Abraham that 
he died in a good old age; of Moſes, that the Lord 
buried him; of Elijah, that he was taken up into hea» 
ven; that the ſaints ſleep in Jeſus ; that they die in 
the Lord; that they reit from their labours ; that 
their works follow them; that they are under the als 
tar; that they are with Chrilt ; that they are in light; 
that they are to come with the Lord Jeſus to judge 
the world. All which ſayings ſignify thus much, « hat 
to die as a aint, is a very great honour and dignity. 
But the ungodly are not io. The rich or ungoaly die 
and are buried, he is carried from his dwelling to the 
grave, and there he is buried, hid in the dult ; and 
his body doth not fo faſt mouldet and come to nought 
there, but his name doth (tink as falt in the world: 
As ſaith the holy ſcripture, The name of the wicked 
ſhall rot. And indeed, the names ot the godly are 
not in fo much honour after their departure, but the 
wicked and their names do as much rot. What a diſ- 
honour to Poiterity w«s the death ot Balaam, Agag, 
Achitophel, Hamon, Judas, Herod, with the reſt of 
their companions ! | 

Thus the wicked have their names written in the 


earth, and they do periſh and rot, and the name: of 


the ſaiats cali forth a dainty favour to following ge- 
netations: And that the Lord Jeſus doth ligni: y, 
where he faith, Ihe godly are carried by the angels 
into Abraham's boiom. And the wicked are nothing 
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worth, where he ſaith, The ungodly die and are bus» 
ried. 


Verſe 23. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments, and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Laza- 
tus in his boſom. 


THE former verſe ſpeaks only of the departure 
of the ungodly out of this life, together with 
the glorious conduct that the godly have in the king- 
dom of their father. Now om Lord doth ſhew in this 
verſe partly what doth, and ſhall befal to the repro- 
bate, after this life is ended, where he ſaith (And 
in hell he lift up his eyes) That is, the ungodly after 
they depart this life, do lift up their eyes in hell. 
From theſe words may be obſerved theſe things. 
1. ]hat there is an hell for ſouls to be tormented 
in, when this life is ended. Mark, after he was dead 


and buried, in hell he lift up his eyes, 


2. That all that are ungodly, and do live and die 
in their fins, ſo ſoon as ever they die, they go into 


hell. He died and was buried; and in hell he lift 


up his eyes. 

3. That ſome are ſo faſt aſleep, and ſecure in their 
ſins that they ſcarce know well where they are till 
they come into hell: and that I gather from theſe 
words, in hell he lift up his eyes, He was aſleep be- 
fore, but hell makes him lift up bis eyes, 

As I ſaid before, it is evident, there is an hell for 
ſouls, yea, and bodies too, to be tormented in after 
they depart this life: as is clear. firſt, becauſe the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt that cannot lie, did ſay that after 
the ſinner was dead and buried, In hell he lift up 
his eyes. | 

Now tf it be objected, that by hell is here meant 
the grave. That [ plainly deny: 

Firſt, Becauic there the body is not ſenſible of tor- 
ment or caſe ; but in that heli into which the ſpirits 
of the damned depart, they are ſenſible of torment, 


aud would vecy willingly be tree from it, to enjoy 
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eaſe, which they are ſenſible of the want of; as is 
clearly diſcovered in this parable, Sead Lazarus that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool my 
tongue. 

Secondly, It is not meant the grave, but ſome o- 
ther place, becauſe the bodics, ſo long as they lie 
they are not capable of litting up theirzeyes to ſce the 
glorious condition of the children of God, as the ſouls 
of the damined do, In hell he litt up his eyes. 

Thirdly, It cannot be the grave, for then it maſt 
follow, that the ſoul was buried there with the body, 
which cannot ſtand with ſuch a dead (tate as is here 
mentioned; for he ſaith, The rich man died; that is, 
his ſoul was ſeparated from his body. And in hell he 
he lift up his eyes. 

If it be again objected that there is no hell, but in 
this life : That I do alſo deny, as I ſaid before: af- 
ter he was dead and buried, In heil he lift up his 
eyes, And let me tell thee, O foul, whoever thou 
art, chat if thou cloſe not in ſavingly with the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and lay hold on wh hath done, and 
is doing in his own perlou for fianers, thou wilt find 
ſuch an hell after this life is ended, that thou wilt not 
get out of again for ever and ever. And thou chat 
art wanton, and doit make but a mock at the ſervants 
of the Lord when they tell thee of the torments of 
hell, thou wilt find, that when thou departeit out of 
this life, that hell, even the hell, which is after this 
life, will meet thee in thy journey thither, and will 
with its helliſh crew, give thee ſuch a ſad ſalutation, 
that thou wilt not forget it to all eternity; when that 
ſcripture comes to be fulſilled on thy foul, in lia 14. 
9. Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee 
at thy coming: It ſtirteth up the dead for thee, even 
all the chict ones of the earth. It hath raiſed from 
their thrones, all the kings ot the nations. All they, 
that is, that are in hell, hall fav, Art thou become 
weak as we ? Art thou become like unto us? O ſome- 
times when I have had but thoughts of going to hell, 
and coalider the everlaſtingnels of their ruin that fall 
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in thither : It ſtirred me up, rather to ſeek the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to deliver me from thence, than to flight 
it, and make a mock at it. 

And in hell he lift up his eyes.) The ſecond thing 
I told vou, was this, That the ungodly that live and 
die in their ſins, ſo ſoon as they do depart this liſe, 
do deſcend into hell. This is alſo verified by the 
words in this parable, where Chriſt faith he died and 
was buried, and in hell he lift up his eyes. As the 
tree falls, ſo it ſhall lie, whether it be to heaven or 
Hell, Fccl. 11. 3. And as Chriſt ſaid to the thief on 
the croſs, This day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe; 
even ſo the devil alſo in the like manner may ſay 
unto the ſoul, To-morrow ſhalt thou be with me in 
hell See then what a miſerable caſe he that dies in 
an unregenerate ſtate is in; he departs from a long ſick- 
neſs to a longer hell; from the gripings of death, to 
the everlaſting torments of hell. And in hell he lift 
up his eyes Ah friends ! If you were but yourſelves 
you would have a care of your ſouls; if you did but 
regard, you would ſee how mad they are that flight 
the ſalvation of their ſouls, O what will it profit thy 
foul, to have pleaſure in this life, and torment in hell, 
Mark 8. 36. Thou hadſt better part with all thy ſins, 
and pleaſures, and companions, or whatſoever thou 
delighteſt in, than to have ſoul and body to be caſt 
into hell. O then do not negle& our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, leſt thou drop down to hell, Heb. 2. 3 Con- 
fider. would it not wound thee to thine heart, to come 
upon thy death bed, and inſtead of having the comfort 
of a well ſpent life and the merits of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, together with the comfort of his glorious ſpi- 


rit : To have, firſt the ſight of an ill ſpent life, thy 


fins flying in thy face, thy conſcience uttering of itſelf 


with thunder-claps againſt thee, the thoughts of God 
terrifying of thee, death with his mercileſs paw ſeiz- 
ing upon thce, the devils (ſtanding ready to ſcramble 
for thy ſoul, and hell enlarging herſelf, and ready to 
{wallow thee up and eteraity of miſery attending up- 
on thee, from which there will be no releaſe, For 
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mark, death doth not come alone to an unconyerted 
ſoul, but with ſuch company, as wert thou but ſen- 
ſible of, it would make thee tremble. I pray conſi- 
der that ſcripture, Rev. 6. 8. And 1 looked, and be- 
hold a pale horſe, and his name that fat upon him 
was death, and hell followed with him. Mark, death 
doth not come alone to the ungodly, no but hell go- 
eth with him. O miſerable comforters! O miſerable 
ſociety ! here comes death and heli unto thee, Death 
goeth into thy body, and ſeparates body and ſoul a- 
ſunder ; he ſtands without (as I may ſay) to embrace, 
or rather, to cruſh thy ſoul between its everlaſtin 
grinders, Then thy mirth, thy joy, thy ſinful delights 
will be ended when this comes to paſs; lo it will 
come. Bleſſed are all thoſe, that thro” jeſus Chrilt 
his merits, by faith, do eſcape theſe ſoul murdering 
companions. And in hell he lift up his eyes, 

The third thiog you know that we did obſerve from 
theſe words, was this, That ſome are ſo falt aſleep, 
and ſecure in their fins, that they ſcarce know where 
they are, until they come into hell. And that I told 
you | gather by theſe words, In hell he lift up his 
eyes. Mark, it was in hell, that he lift up his eyes. 
Now ſome do underſtand by theſe words, that he came 
to himſelf, or began to conſider with himſelf, or to 
think with himſelf in what an eſtate he was, and 
what he was deprived of; which is {till a confirmati- 
on of, the thing laid down by me. There it is that 
they come to themſelves, that is, there they are ſen- 
ſible where they truly are indeed; thus it fares 
with ſoine men that they ſcarce know where they are 


till they lift up their eyes in hell. It is with thoſe 


people as with thoſe that fall down in a ſwoon ; you 
know if a man do fall dowa in a ſwoon in one room, 
tho' you take him up and carry him into another, yet 
he is not ſenlible where he is till he cometh unto him 
ſelf, and lifteth up his cyes. 

Truly, thus, as it is to de feared, it is with many 
poor ſouls, they are ſo ſenſeleſs, ſo hard, fo feared in 
their conſcicace, 1 Tim. 4. 2. that they are very ig- 
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vorant of their ſtate, and when death comes, it ſtrikes 
them as it were into a ſwoon (eſpecially-if they die 
ſuddenly) and ſo they are hurried away, and ſcarce 
know where they are, till in hell they lift up their 
eyes: this is he who dieth in his full ſtrength, fully 
at eaſe and quiet, Job 21. 23. 

Of this fort are they ſpoken of in Pſal. 37. where 
he ſaith, There are no bonds in their death, but their 
ſtrength is firm : They are not troubled as other folk, 
neither are they plagued like other men. And again, 
they ſpend their days in wealth, and in a moment, 
mark, in a moment, before they are aware, they go 
down to the grave, Job 21. 17. | 

Indeed this is too much known by woful and daily 
experience: ſometimes when we go to viſit them that 
are ſick in the town and places where we live, Oh how 
fenſcleſs, how ſeared in their conſciences ere they! 
They are neither ſenſible of heaven, nor of hell, of 
lin, nor of a Saviour: ſpeak to them of their condi- 
tion, and the ſtate of their ſouls, and you ſhall find 
them as ignorant as if they had no ſouls to regard, 
Others, tho? they lie ready to die, yet they are buſy- 
ing then ſelves about their outward affairs, as tho? 
they ſhould certainly live here, even to Jive and en- 
joy the ſame for ever. Again, come to others, ſpeak 
to them about the ſtate of their ſouls, rho* they have 
no more experience of the new birth than a beaſt; 
yet will they ſpeak as confidently of their eternal 
eſtate, and the welfare of their fouls, as if they had 
the molt excellent experience of any man or woman 
in the world; ſaying I ſhall have peace, Deut 29 19. 
When as I faid even now, the Lord knows they are 
as ignorant of the new birth, of the nature and ope- 
ration of faith, of the witneſs of the Spirit, as if there 
were no new birth, no faith, no witneſs of the Spirit 
of Chrilt io any of the ſaints in the world. Nay, thus 
many of them are, even an hour or leſs before their de- 
parture, Ah poor ſouls! tho' they may go away here 
like a lamb, as the world ſays, yet if you could but 
follow them a little to ſtand and liſten; ſoon after 
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their departure, it is to be feared, you ſhould hear 
them roar like a lion at their firſt entrance into hell, 
far worſe than ever did Corah, &c. when they went 
down quick into the ground, Numbers 16. 31, 32. 
33+ 34 33+ : f 

Now by this one thing doth the devil take great ad · 
vantage on the hearts of the ignorant, ſuggeſting unto 


them, that becauſe the party deceaſed, departed ſo 


quietly, without all doubt they are gone to reſt and 
joy; when, alas! It is to be feared, the reaſon why 
they went away ſo quietly, was rather becaufe they 
were ſenſeleſs and hardned in their conſciences, yea 
dead before in ſins and treſpaſſes. For had they had 
but ſome awakenings on their death-beds, as ſome 
have had, they would have made all the town to 
ring out of their doleful condition: But becauſe they 
are ſeared and ignorant, and ſo depart quietly, there- 
fore the world takes heart at 1 (as we uſe to ſay) 
and make no great matter of living and Ane they 
cannot tell how; Therefore pride compaſſeth them 
as a chain, Pſal. 73. 5. 6. But let them look to them- 
ſelves, for if they have not an intereit in the Lord 
Jeſus now, while they live in the world, they will, 
whether they die raging or (till, go unto the ſame 
place, and lift up their eyes in hell. 

O my friends, did you but know what a miſerable 
condition they are in, that go out of this world with- 
out an intereſt m the ſon of God, it would make you 
{mite upon your thigh, and in the bitterneſs of your 
ſouls cry out, Acts 16. 30. 31. Men and brethren, 
what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? And not only fo, but 
thou wouldſt not be comforted until thou didſt find a 
ielt for thy ſoul in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Verſe 23. And in hell he lift up his eyes being in tor- 
ments. and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his boſom, 


Omething in brief I have obſerved from the firſt 
part of this yerſe, namely from theſe words, And 
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in hell he lift up his eyes. And indeed, I have ob- 
ſerved but ſomething, for they are very full of mat- 
ter, and many things might be taken notice of in them. 
There is one thing more that I might touch upon, as 
touched in this ſaying, and that is this, Methinks the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth hereby ſignify, that men are 


naturally unwilling. to ſee or take notice of their ſad 


ſtate, I ſay by nature; but though now they are vil - 
lingly ignorant, yet in hell they ſhall lift up their eyes. 
That is, in hell they ſhall ſee and underſtand their mi- 
ſerable condition; and therefore to theſe words, in 
hell he lift up his eyes, he adds, being in torment, 
As if he had ſaid, Tho? once they ſhut their eyes, tho? 
once they were (2 Pet. 3. 5.) willingly ignorant, yet 
when they depart into hell, they ſhall be ſo miſerably 
handled and tormented, that they ſhall be forced to 
lift up their eyes. M lile men live in this world, and 
are in a natural (tate. they will have a good conceit of 
themſelves, and of their condition; they will con- 
clude that they are Chr iſtians, that Abraham is their 
father, Matth. 3. . 8. And their (tate to be as good 
as the beſt; they will conclude they have faith, the 
Spirit, good hope, and an intereſt in the Lord Jcſus 
Chriſt; but then when they drop into hell, and lift 
up their eyes, and there behold, firſt their ſouls, ro 
be in extream torments; their dwelling to be the 
bottomleſs pit; their company thouſands of damned 
fouls ; alſo the innumerable company of devils ; and 
the hot ſcalding vengeance of God, not only to drop, 
but to fall very violently upon them: then they being 
willing to be awakened, who all their life-time were 
in a dead ſleep, 1 ſay, when this comes to pals, lo it 
will, then in hell they ſhali lift up their eyes, in the 
midſt of rorment they ſhall lift up their eyes. 

Again, you may obſerve in thete words: And in 
hell he Jift up his eyes, being in torment, That the 
time of the ungodly men ſmartings for their fins, will 
be in the torment of hell. Now here I am put to a 
ſtand, when 1 conſider the torments of hell into which 
the damned do fall. O unſpeakable torments 1 O 
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endleſs torments ! Now that thy ſoul might be made 
to flee from theſe intolerable torments into which the 
damned go, I ſhall ſhew you briefly what are the the 
torments of hell. Firlt, by the names ot it, Second» 
ly, by the (2d ſtate thou will be in, it thou comett 
there. Firſt, the names It is calicd a never dying 
worm, Mark 9. It is called on oven fe hut, Mala. 
4. 1. It is called a turnace, a fiery furnace, Mat. 13. 
It is called the bottomleis pit, the unquerichable fire, 
fire and brimſtone, hell fire, the lake uf ure, devour» 
ing fire, everlalting fire, eternal fire, a ſitcaim ot fire, 
Rev. 21. | 

Firſt. One part of thy torments will be this, thou 
ſhalt have a full ſight of all thy ii ſpent nfe from firſt 
to laſt ; tho” here thou canlt ſis to day, and forget it 
by to-morrow ; yet there thou ſhalt be made to re- 
member how thou didſt n againſt God at luch a time, 
and in ſuch a place, foi fuch a thing, and with ſuch 
an one. which wit! be an hell unto thee, Pal, 50. 21, 
God will ſet them in order before thine eyes, 

2, T1 hou ſhalt have the guilt ot them all lie heavy 
on thy ſoul, not only the guilt ot one or Wo, but tne 
guilt of them altogether, and there they ſhall lie in 
thy ſoul, as if thy belly were full ot pitch, and jet on 
a light fire, Here men can ſon;etuves think on their 
ſins with delight, but there with unſpeakable tor- 
ment; for that I underſtand tu be the fire that Chriſt 
iſpeaketh of, which ſhall never be quenched, Mark 8, 
43. 44. 45, 46. while men live here, O how doth 
the guilt ot one fin ſometi es cruth the foul! It makes 
a man in ſuch plight, that he is weary of his life, fo 
that he can neither reſt at home nor abroad, neither 
up nor in bed. Nay, I do know, that they have been 
lo tormented with the guilt of one fintul thought, 
that they have been even at their wits end, and have 
hanged themlelves, But now when thou comelt into 
hell, and haſt not only one or two or a, hundred fins, 
with the guilt of them all on thy ſoul and body, but 
all the fins that ever thou didit commit ſince thou 
camelt into the world, altogether clapt on thy con- 
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ſcience at one time, as one ſhould clap a red hot iron 
to thy breaſt, and there to continue to all eternity; 
this is miſerable 
Again, then thou ſhalt have brought into thy re- 

membrance, the ſlighting of the goſpel of Chriſt; 
here thou ſhalt conſider how willing Chriſt was to 
come into the world to fave ſinners, and for what a 
trifle thou didſt reject him. This is plainly held forth 
in Iſa, 28. where ſpeaking of the Lord ſefus Chriſt, 
the foundation of ſalvation, ver. 16. he ſaith of them 
that reject the goſpel, that when the overflowing 
ſcourge doth paſs thro? the earth (which I underſtand 
to be at the end of the world) then faith he, It ſhall take 
you morning by morning, by day and by night ſhall 
it paſs over you; that is continually without any inter- 
miſſion. And it ſhall be a vexation only to hear the 
report, A vexation, that 1s, a torment, or a great 
part of hell only to underſtand the report, to under- 
ſtand the good tidings that came into the world by 
Chriſt's death for poor ſinners: And you will find 
this verily to be the mind of the Spirit, if you com- 
pare it with Iſa. 53. 1, where he ſpeaks of mens tur- 
ning their backs upon the tenders of God's grace in 
the goſpel, he faith, Who hath believed our report, 
or the goſpel declared by us? Now this will be a 
mighty torment to the ungodly, when they ſhall un- 
derſtand the goodneſs of God was ſo great, that he 
even ſent his Son out of his boſom to die for ſinners, 
and yet that they ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to put him 
off from one time to another, that they ſhould be ſo 
. fooliſh as to loſe heaven, and Chriſt, and eternal life 
in glory, for the ſociety of a company of drunkards, 
that they ſhould loſe their ſouls for a little ſport, for 
this world, for a ſtrumpet, for that which is lighter 
than vanity and nothing; I fay this will be a very 
great torment unto thee, 
. Another part of thy torment will be this ; thou 
ſhalt ſee thy friends, thy acquaintance and neigh- 
bours, ; nay, it may be thy father, mother, wife, huſ- 
band, children, brother, fiſter, with others in the 
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kingdom of heaven, and thyſelf thurſt out, Luke 13> 
28. here ſhall be weeping, &c. when you ſhall {ce 
Abraham (your father) and Iſaac, and Jacob, toge - 
ther with your brethren, the prophets in the kingdom 
of heaven, and you yourſelves thruſt out. Nay, faith 
he, they ſhall come from the eaſt, and from the welt, 
that is thoſe that thou didit never fee in all thy life 
before, and they ſhall fit down with thy friends and 
neighbours, thy wife and children, in the kingdom of 
heaven. And thou for thy ſios and diſobedience ſhall 
be ſhut, nay, thruſt out. O wonderful torment ! 

5. Again, thou ſhalt have none but a company of 
damned ſouls, with an innumerable company of de- 
vils, to keep company with thee, while thou art in 
this world, the very thoughts of the devil's appearing 
to thee makes thy fleſh tremble, and thine hair ready 
to and upright on thy head. But O! what wilt thou 
do (when not only the ſuppoſition of the devil's ap- 
pearing) but the real ſociety of all the devils of hell 
will be with thee howling and roaring, ſcreeching 
and roaring, in ſuch a hideous manner, that thou 
wilt be even at thy wits end, and be ready to rua 
ſtark mad again for anguith and torment, 

6. Again, that thou mightelt be tormented to pur- 
pole, the mighty God of heaven will lay as great 
wrath and vengeance upon thee as ever he can, by 
the might of his glorious power, As ] ſaid betore, 
thou ſhalt have his wrath, not by drops; but by 
whole ſhowers ſhall it come, thunder, thunder, upog 
thy body and foul fo ſaſt and ſo thick, that thou 
ſbalt be tormented out of meaſure. And fo faith the 
{cripture, 2 1 hefi. 1. 9. Speaking of the wicked, who 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preic ce of the Lord, and from the glory of his pow- 
5 when the ſaints {hall be admiring his goodneſs and 
glory. 

Again this thou ſhalt have, as I ſaid before, with- 
out any intermiſſion, thou ſhalt not have any caſe fo 
long as while a man may turn himſelf round; thou 
ſhalt have it always every hour, day and night; for 
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their worm never dies, but always gnaws, and their 
fire is never quenched; as it is written in Mark 9. 

Again, in this condition thou mult be for ever, and 
that is as ſad as all the reſt, For if a man were to 
have all his fins laid to his charge and communion 
with the devils, and as much wrath as the great God 
ot heaven can inflit upon him; I ſay, if it were but 
for a time, even ten thouſand years, and ſo end, 
there would be ground of comfort, and hopes of de- 
liverance; but here is thy miſery, this is thy ſtate for 
ever, here thou muſt be for ever; when thou look- 
eſt about thee, and ſeeſt what an innumerable com- 
pany of howling devils thou art amongſt, thou ſhalt 
think this again, this is my portion for ever. When 
thou haſt been in hell ſo many thouſand years as 
there are ſtars in the firmament, or drops in the ſea, 
or ſands on the ſeaſhore, yet thou halt to lie there 
for ever. O this one word Ever, how will it torment 
thy ſoul ! 

Friends, I have only given a very ſhort touch of 
the torments of hell. Oh! I am fer, I am fer, and 
am not able to utter what my mind conceives of the 
torments of hell, Yet this let me ſay to thee, ac- 
cept of God's mercy thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, leſt 
thou feel that with thy conſcience, which I cannot 
expreſs with my tongue and ſay, I am ſorely tormen- 
ted in this flame. 0 

and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
boſom. 

W hen the damned are in this pitiful ſtate, ſurroun- 
ded with fears and terrors, with torments and ven- 
geance, one thing they ſhall haye, which 1s this, they 
ſhall ſee the happy and bleſſed (tate of God's child- 
ren: He ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
boſom ; which as I ſaid before, is the happy ſtate of 
the ſaints when this life is ended. This now ſhall 
be ſo far from being an eaſe unto them, that it ſhall 
molt wonderfully aggravate or heighten their tor- 
ment, as I faid before, I here ſhall be weeping or 
cauſe of lamentation, when they ſhall ſee Abraham, 
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and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, and 
themſelves thruſt out. 

1. Obſerve, thoſe that die in their fins are far from 
going to heaven; he ſeeth Abraham atar off, and 
Lazarus in his boſom, And indeed, it is juſt with 
God to deal with them that die in their fins accord» 
ing to what they have done; and to make them who 
are far from righteouſneſs now, to ſtand tar from 
heaven to all eternity. Hearken to this, ye (tout 
hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs, and are re- 
ſolved ro yo on in your fins, when you die you 
will be far from heaven; you will ſee Lazarus, but 
it will be afar off, 

Again, he ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his boſom, 

Theſe are ſome of the things the damned do be- 
hold ſo ſoon as they come into torment, mark, and he 
ſeetu Lazarus in Abraham's boſum. Lazarus, who was 
he? Why, even he that was fo lighted, ſo diſregard- 
ed, ſo undervalued by this ungodly one while he was 
in the world, he ſeeth Lazarus in his boſom. 

From whence obſerve, that thoſe who live and 
die the enemies ot the ſaints of God, let them be ne- 
ver ſo great and ſtout, let them bear never ſo much 
ſway, while they are m the world, let them brag and 
boaſt never ſo much, while they are here, they ſhall 
in {pite of their teeth fee the ſaints, yea, the poor 
ſaints, even the Lazarus's, or the ragged ones that 
belong to Jeius, to be in a better condition than 
themiclves. O ! Who do you think was in the beſt 
condition? who do you think ſaw themlelves in the 
beſt condition he that was in hell, or he that was in 
heaven? He that was in darkneſs, or he that was 
in light ? He that was in everlaiting joy, or he that 
was in everlaſtiny torments? The one with God, 
Chriſt, ſaints, augels; the other in tormenting flames, 
under the curſe of God's eternal hatred, with the de- 
vils and their angels, together with an innumet able 
company o! howling, roating, curling, ever burning 
reprobates? Certainly this oblervation will be eaſily 
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proved to be true here in this world by him that 
looks upon it with an underſtanding heart, and will 
clear itſelf to be true in the world to come, by ſuch 
as ſhall go either to heaven or to hell, 

2. The ſecond obſervation from theſe words, and 
ſeeth Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his boſom, is 
this they that are the perſecutors of the ſaints of the 
Lord, now in this world, ſhall ſee the Lord's perſe- 
cuted ones to be they that are ſo highly eſteemed by 
the Lord, as to fit or to be in Abraham's boſom, (in 
everlaſting glory) tho' the enemies to the children of 
God did ſo lightly eſteem them, that they ſcorned 
to let em gather up the dogs meat that fell under 
their table. This alſo is verified and held forth plain- 
ly by this parable. and therefore be not grieved, O 
you that are the tempted, perſecuted, {Mided, ſigh- 
ing, praying ſaints of the Lord, tho' your adverſaries 
look upon you now with a diſdainful, ſurly, rugged, 
proud, and haughty countenance, yet the time thall 
come, when they ſhall ſpy you in Abraham's boſom, 

I might enlarge upon theſe things, but ſhall leave 
them to the ſpirit of the Lord, which can better by 
ten thouſand degrees enlarge them on thy heart and 
conſcience, than 1 can upon a piece of paper: there- 
fore leaving thoſe to the bleſſing of the Lord, I ſhall 
come to the next verſe, and ſhall be brief in ſpeaking 
to that allo, and ſo pals to the reſt. 


Verſe 24. And he cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham 

have mercy upon me, and fend Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool my 
tongue: for I am tormented in this flame. 


2 know I told you, that verſe 22 is a diſcove- 
ry of the departure of the Godly and the un- 
godly out of this life; where he ſaith, The beggar 
died, and the rich man alſo died, The 23d verſe 
is a diſcovery of the proper places, both of the god- 
ly and ungodly after death; one being in Abraham's 
boſom, or in glory, the other in hell: Now ver. 24 
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is a diſcovery of part of the too late repentance of 
the ungodly, when they are dropt down into hell: 
And he cricd and ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me. 

From the words, And he cried, we may obſerve, 
firſt, what a change the ungodly will have when they 
come into hell. He cried : It is like he was laugh- 
ing, jelting, jeering, drinking, mocking, ſwearing, 
curſing, prating, perſecuting ot the godly in his pro- 
perity, among his filthy companions; but now the 
caſe is otherwiſe, now he is in another frams, 


down 3 And he cried. The laughter of the ungodiy 
will not laſt always, but will be ture to end in a cry; 
The triumphing of the wicked 1s thort, Job 20. 5. 
Conſider you mult have a change either here or in 
heil. If you be not new creatures, regnerate per- 
ſons, new born babes into this world,; before you go 
hence, your note will be changed, your conditions 
will be changed; for if you come into hell, you mult 
cry, O did but the ſinging drunkards, when they 
are making merry on the ale-bench, think on this, it 
would make them change their note and cry, What 
hall I do, whether ſhall | go when I dic? But as [ 
faid before, the devil, as he labours to get poor touls 
to follow their ſins, ſo he labours alſo to keep the 
thoughts of eternal damnation out of their minds: 
and indeed, thele two things are fo nearly linked to- 
gether, that the devil cannot well get the foul to go 
on in fin with delight unleſs he can keep the thoughts 
of that terrible after-clap out of their minds. 

But let them know, that it ſhall aot always be thus 
with them; for if when they depart, they drop down 
into eternal deſtruction, they ſhall have ſuch a ſenſe 
of their ſias, and the puniſhment duc to the ſame,tiat 
it hall make them to cry; And he cried, O what an 
alteration will there be among the ungodly when 
they go out of this world ! it may be a tortniglit or 
a month before their departure, they were light, 
ſtout, turly,driaking themiclves di unk, thghtiog God's 
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people, mocking at goodneſs, and delighting in ſin, 
following the world, ſeeking after riches, faring de- 
liciouſly, keeping company with the braveſt, but now 
they are dropt down into hell, they cry. A little 
while ago they were painting their faces, feeding 
their luſts, following their whores, robbing their 
neighbours, telling of lies, following of plays and 
ſports to paſs away the time; but now they are in 
hell, they do cry, It may be laſt year they heard 
ſome good ſermons, was invited to receive heaven, 
was told their fins ſhould be pardoned if they cloſed 
in with Jeſus, but refuſing his proffers, and lighting 
the grace that was once tendered, they are now in 
hell, and do cry. 

Before they had ſo much time (they thought) that 
they could not tell how to ſpend it, unleſs it were in 
hunting and whoring, in dancing, and playing, and 
' ſpending whole hours, yea, days, nay, weeks in the 
luſis of the fleſh ; but when they depart into another 
place and begin to lift up their eyes in hell, and con- 
ſider their miſerable and irrecoverable condition, 
they will cry. X 
O what a condition wilt thou fall into, when thou 
doſt depart this world; if thou depart unconverted, 
and not born again, thou hadſt better have been 
ſmothered the firſt hour thou waſt born; thou hadſt 
deter have been plucked one limb from another; 
thou hadit better have been made a dog. a toad, a 
ſerpent, nay, any other creature in the viſible world, 
than to die unconverted; and this thou wilt find to 
be true, when in hell thou doſt lift up thine eyes, and 
doſt cry. 

Here then, before we go any further you may ſee 
that it is not without good ground, that theſe words 
are here ſpoken by our Lord, that when any of the 
ungodly do depart into hell, they will cry, cry ! 

why ſo, + 

x. They will cry to think that they ſhould be cut 
off from the land of the living, never more to have 
any footing therein, 
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2. They willicry.to think that the goſpel of Chriſt 
ſhould be ſo often proffered to them, and yet they are 
not profited by it. | | 

3. They will cry to think that now, tho'they 
would never ſo willingly repent and be ſaved, yet they 
are palt all recovery.” J 

4. They will cry to think that they ſhould be ſo 
fooliſh as to follow their pleaſures, when others were 
following of Chrüt, Luke 13. 28 

5. They will cry to think that they mult be ſe- 
parated from God, Chrilt, and the kingdom ot hea- 
ven, and that for ever. 

6. To think that their crying will now do them 
no good. 5 | | 12 0 | 

7. To think, that at the day of judgment they 
muit ſtand at the left hand of Chriſt, among an innu- 
merable company ot damned ones. 6 

8. They will ery to think, that Lazarus whom 
ance they ſlighted, mult be of them that mult fit down 
with Chrilt to judge, or together with Chrilt, to paſs 
a ſentence of condemnation on their ſouls for ever 
and ever, 1 Cor;6 2, 3. | 
9. Cry to think that when the judgment is over, 
and others are taken into the everlalting kingdom of 
glory, then thou mult depart back again into that 
dungeon of darknets from whence thou cameſt out 
(to appear before that terrible tribuoal) where thou 
ſhalt be tormented ſo long as eternity laſts, without 
the leaſt intermiſhon or caie. = 

How ſayeſt thou, O thou wanton, proud, ſwearing, 
lying, ungodly wretch! whether this be to be ſlight- 
ed and made a mock at? And again, tell me now, if it 
be not hei tec to leav: fin, and to cloſe in with Chriſt 
Jeſus, notwithitanding that reproach thou ſhalt meet 
with for ſo doing, than to live a little while in this 
world in plcatures and feeding thy luſts in neglecting 


the welfare of thy ſoul, and refuſing to be jultifed 


by Jeſus; and in a moment, to drop down to hell, 

and to cy? O! conſider, I ſay, conſider betimes, 

and put not off the tenders of the grace, of our Lord 
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Jeſus, Teſt you lift ap your eyes in hell, and cry for 
anguiſh of ſpirit, £92499 
And he cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham, have mer- 
cy upon me, and fend Lazarus, &c. 
Theſe words do not only hold forth the Jament- 
able condition of the damned, and their lamentable 
howling, and crying out under their anguiſh of ſpirit, 
but alſo they do fignify to us (as I ſaid before) their 
too late repentance ; and alſo that they would very 
willingly, if they might, be ſet at liberty from that 
everlaſting miſery, that by their ſins they have plun- 


forth a defire that the damned have, to be delivered 
from thoſe torments that they now are in; O father 
Abraham, ſaith he, have mercy upon me, and ſend 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in wa- 
ter. and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this 
flame. Theſe words, Father Abraham, may have 
ſome difficulty in them, It is poſſible fome may think 
'em to be meant of Abraham, and thoſe, or him that 
crieth out here, to be the Jews, Or it may be ſome 
may undesſtand it to be God or Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, 
which I rather ſuppoſe it may be, that is here cried 
vnto, becauſe you find the fame cry to him as it 
were uttered by the ungodly in other places of ſcrip- 
ture, as in Luke 13. 25, 26. Then ſhall they ſay, 
Lord. Lord, we have eat and drank in thy preſence, 
and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets» Nay more, in 
thy name have we caſt out devils, and in thy name 
done many wonderful works. This was juſt at their 
reſurrection. And again, in Matth. 25. 11. They 
cry again to him, even to Jeſus, Lord, Lord, open to 
us. And he there again gives em a repulſe, as alſo in 
this parable. But however, or whoſoever Abraham 
is, yet theſe truths may be obſerved from the words. 

1. That the damned, when in an irrecoverable e- 
ſtate will ſeek for, or deſire deliverance from the 
wrath that they are, or ſhall be in, for eternity. Sure - 
ly in the floods of great waters they ſhall not come 
nigh unto him. 


ged themſelves into. I ſay, theſe words do hold 
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2. That they will pray (if I may ſo call it) ear- 
neſtly for deliverance from their miſerable eſtate» 
Theſe two things are clear from the words. For 
mark, he not only ſaid, Father Abraham, have mer- 
cy upon me; But he cried, and ſaid, Father Abta- 
ham have mercy upon me. From whence, take a 
third obſervation, and that is, there is a time coming 
wherein, tho' men ſhall both cry and pray, yet they 
are like to have no mercy at the hand of God, for ſo 
was this man ſerved, as I ſhall further ſhew by and 
by when I come to it. 

Some people are ſo deluded by the devil, as to 
think that God is ſo merciful, as to own and regard 
any thing for prayer; they think any thing will go 
for current and good fatisfattion, while they are here 
in this world, thro' ignorance of the true nature of 
the mercy of God, and the knowledge in what way 
God is fatisfied for finners. Now, 1 ſay, thro' 1gno- 
rance they think, that if they do but mutter over 
ſome form of prayers, tho' they know not what they 
ſay, nor what they requeſt, yet God is ſatisſied, yea, 
very well fatisfied with their doings; when alas! 
there is nothing leſs. O friends, 1 beſeech you to 
look about you, and ſeck in good carneſt for the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt fo to help you now, to ſtrive and pray, 
and to enable you to lay hold on Chriſt, that your 
ſouls may be ſaved, left the time come that tho' you 
cry and pray and wif alſo that you had laid hold on 
the Lord Jeſus, yet you muſt and {hall be damned. 

Then again, you may fee that tho' God be willing 
to ſave {inners at ſome time, yet this time doth not 
always laſt, No, he that can find in his heart toturn 
his back on Jeſus Chriſt now, ſhall have the back 
turned upon him | hereafter, when he may cry and 
pray for mercy, and yet go without it. God will 
have a time to meet with 'em, that now do not ſeek 
after him; they ſhall have a time, yea, time enough 
hereafter to repent their folly, and to befool them- 
ſelves for turning their backs upon the Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt, I will laugh at their calamities, faith he, and 
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mock when your fear cometh, Proverbs 1. 26, 27. 

Again, this ſhould admoniſh us, io take time while 
it is proffered, leſt we repent us of our unbelief and 
rebellion, when we are deprived of ir. Ah friends ! 
time is precious, an hour's time to hear a ſermon is 
precious: I have ſometimes thought thus with my- 
ſelf, Set the caſe, the Lord ſhould fend two or three 
of his ſervants, the miniſters of the goſpel, to hell a+ 
mong the damned, with this commiſſion; go ye to hell 
and preach my grace to thoſe that are there : Let 
your ſermon be an hour long, and hold forth the me- 
rits of my ſon's birth, righteouſneſs, death, reſurrec- 
tion, aſcenſion, and interceſſion, with all my love in 
him, and proffer it to them, telling them, that now 
once more, and but once, do I proffer the means of 
reconciliation to them. They who are now roaring, 
being paſt hope, would then leap at the lealt proffer 
of mercy. O they that could 2 whole days, 
weeks, nay, years rejecting the fon of God, would 
now be glad of one tender of that mercy. Father, 
faith he, have mercy on me. 

Again, from theſe words you may obſerve, that 
mercy would be welcome, when fouls are under judg- 
ment: Now this ſoul is in the fire, now he is under 
the wrath of God, now he is in hell, there to be tor» 
mented; now he is with the devils and damned ſpi- 
rits, now he feels the vengeance of God; now, Oh 
now have mercy upon me! Here you may ſee, that 
mercy is prized by them that are in hell, they would 
be glad if they could have it. Father have mercy on- 
me; for my poor ſoul's ſake. ſend me a little mercy. 

And ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the of his fin- 
ger in water, and cool my tongue. 


Theſe words do not only hold forth, that the un- 


godly have a deſire of mercy,but what thoſe mercics 
are, that thoſe poor creatures would be glad of. 
As firſt, to have the company of a Lazarus granted 
to them. Father Abraham have mercy upon me, 
and ſend Lazarus, Now Lazarus was he that was 
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beloved of God, and allo he that was hated of them. 
Therefore, | | 

2. Obſerve, that thoſe ſaints that the world in their 
life time could not endure, now they are departed, 
they would be glad to have ſociety with them. © 
now ſend Lazarus ! tho” the time was when 1 cared 
not for him, yet now let me have ſome ſocieiy with 
him. 

Tho? the world diſregard, the ſociety of God's 
children now, yet there is a time connog, in Which 
they would be glad to have the lealt company with 
them, Nay, do but oblerve thole of the tains that 
are now molt rejected y them, even from em thall 
they be glad oi comfort, it it might be. Send Laza- 
rus ; he that I {lighted more than my dogs, he that 
I couid not endure thould come into my houle, but 
mult lye at my gate, lead him: Now Lazarus thall 
be welcome to me, now 1 delire ſome comtort trom 
him; but he ſhall go without it. 

From whence again oblerve, that there is a time 
coming, O ye ſurly, dogged periccutors of the ſaints, 
that they thall (hight you as much as ever you ſlight- 
ed 'em. You have giver'em many an hard word, cold 
many a he ot em, given em many a blow: and now 
in your greateit need and extremity they ſhall not 
pity you. The 1ghteous ſhall rather rejoice when 
he ſeeth the veogcance of God upon thee, Plalms 
58. 10. 

Again, ſend Lazarus, From whence vbſerve, that 
any ot the ſaints ſhall then be owned by you to be 
ſaints, Now you look upon them to be the ſcet with 
Hymeneus and Phyletus, but then you ſhall fec em 
to be the Lazarus's of God, even God's dear child» 
ren. Tho' now the ſaints of the Lord will not be 
owned by you, becaule they are beggarly, low, poor, 
contemptible among you; yet the day is conung that 
you ſhall own them, deſire their con;pany, and with 
for the leaſt courteſy from them. 

Send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger 
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in water, and cool my tongue: For I am tormented 
in this flame. 41 | 

Thus ſhall the ſouls that abide in their fins, cry out 
in the bitterneſs of their E. with wonderful an- 
guiſh and torment of conſcience, without intermiſſi- 
on: That he may dip the tip of his ſinger in water, 
and cool my tongue, That he, namely the man who. 
before I ſcorned ſhould eat with the dogs of my flock, 
that before I ſlighted and no regard of, that I ſhut 
out of doors; ſend him, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water, and cool my tongue, 

Now theſe words, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger, in water. &c. do hold forth the leaſt friendſhip 
or favour ; as if he ſhould have ſaid, now I would be 
glad of the lealt mercy, now I would be glad of the 
leaſt comfort, tho' it be but one drop of cold water 
on the tip of his finger, One would have thought 
that this had been a ſmall requeſt, a ſmall courteſy, 
one drop of water, what is that? Take a pale full of 
it, if that will do thee any good. But mark, he is not 
permitted to have ſo much as one drop. not ſo much 
as a man may hold on the tip of his finger; this ſig - 
nifies, thet they that fall ſhort of Chriſt, ſhall be tor- 
mented even as Jong as eternity laſteth, and ſhall not 
bave ſo much as the leaſt eaſe, no not fo long as 
while a man may turn himſelf round, not fo much 
leave as to ſwallow his ſpittle, not one drop of cold 
water. 

O that theſe things did take place in you hearts, 
how would it make you to ſeek after reſt tor your 
ſouls before it be too late, before the ſun of the 
goſpel be ſer upon you. | 

Conſider, I ſay, the mifery of the ungodly that 
they ſnall be in, and avoid their vices, by cloſing in 
with the tenders of mercy, leaſt you partake of the 
ſame portion with them, and cry out in bitterneſs of 
your ſouls, One drop of cold water to cool my tongue; 
for 1 am tormented in this fame. | 
Indeed, the reaſon why the poor world do not fo 


- earneſtly deſire for mercy, is partly, becauſe they do 
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not fo ſeriouſly conſider the torment that they muſt. 
certainly fall into, if they die out of Chriſt, For let 
me tell you, did but poor ſouls, indeed conſider that 
wrath that doth by right fall to their ſhares, becauſe 
of their fins againſt God, they would make more haſte 
to God thro' Chriſt, for mercy than they do; then 
we ſhould have them ſay, it is good cloſing with 
Chriſt to day, before we fall into ſuch diſtreſs. 

But why is it faid, let him dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue ? Becauſe that as the 
ſeveral members in the body have their ſhare in ſin, 
and committing of that, ſo the ſeveral members of 
the body ſhall at that time be puniſhed for the ſame, 
Therefore when Chriſt is admoniſhing his diſciples, 
that they ſhould not turn aſide from him, and that 
they ſhould rather fear and dread the power of their 
God, than another power; be faith, Fear him there» 
fore, that can caſt both body and ſoul into hell, Luke 
12. 4. And again, fear him that can deſtroy both 
ſoul and body ia hell. Here is not one member only, 


' bur all the body, the whole body of which the hands, 


feer, eyes, cars, and tongue are members. And I am 
perſuaded, that tho” this may be judged carnal by 


| ſome now, yet it will appear to be a truth then to 
the greatet miſery of thoſe, who ſhall be forced to 


undergo that which God in his juſl judgment ſhall. 
inflict upon them. O then they will cry, one dram 
of caſe for my curſing, ſwearing, lying, jecring, 
tongue, Some caſc for my bragying, braving, flatter- 
ing, threatning, diſſembling tongue. Now men can 
let theu tongues run at random, as we uſe to ſay; 
now they will be apt to ſay, Our tongues are our own, 
who ſhall controul them? Plal, 12. 4. Bat then they 
will be in another mind. Then, O that I might have 
a little eaſe tor my deceitful tongue! methinks ſome- 
times to conſider, how ſome men do let their tongues 
run at random, it makes me marvel. Surely they do 
not think they ſhall be made to give an account for 
their offending with their tongue, Did they but 
think they ſhall be made to give an account to him 
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who is ready To judge the quick and the dead; ſure- 
ly-they would be more wary of, and have more re- 
g:rd unto their tongue 2 2 
The tongue, ſaith James, is an unruly member, 
full of deadly poiſon ; it ſetteth on fire the whole 
frame of nature, and'is ſet on fire of hell, James 2. 
The tongue, how much miſchief will it ſtir up in a 
very little time ? How many blows and wounds doth 
it cauſe ? How many times doth it (as James faith) 
curſe man? How oft is the tongue made the con- 
yeyer of that helliſh poiſon that is in the heart, both 
to the diſhonour of Gol, the hurt of its neighbours, 
and the utter ruin of its own ſoul? And do you think 
the Lord will fit (til! (as I may ſay) a: d let thy tongue 
run as it liſts; and yet never bring you to an account 
for the fame? No ay, The Lord will not always 
keep filence, but will reprove thee, and ſet thy fins 
in order before thine eyes O ſinner ! Yea, and thy 
tongue, together with the reſt of thy members ſhall 
he tormented for ſinning. And I ſay, I am very con- 
fident, that tho' this be made light of now, yet the 
time is coming, when many poor fouls will rue the 
day that ever they did ſpeak with a tongue, O, will 
one ſay, that I ſhould fo diſregard my tongue! O that 
I, when I faid fo and ſo, had before bitten off my 
tongue! That | had been born without a tongue! 
my tongue, my tongue, a little water to cool my 


tongue, for I am tormented ia this flame; even that 


flame that my tongue, together with the reit of my 
members, by ſinning have brought me to. Poor ſouls 
now will let their tongues fay any thing for a little 
profit, for two pence or three pence gain. But O 
what a grief will this be at that day, when they to- 
gether with their tongue, muſt ſmart for that which 
they by their tongues have done while they were in 
this world. Then you that love your ſouls, look to 
your tongues, leaſt you bind yourſelves down fo faſt to 
hel] with the fins of your tongues, that you will ne- 
ver be able to get looſe again to all eternity. For by 
thy words thou ſhalt be condemned, if thou have not 


re ere 


— 0 


„ wo — (0 8939 


* 


WO ox 


5 10G00O05o =- 


The Groans of a Damned Sul. 47 


a care of thy tongue. For I ſay unto you, that for 
every idle word that man ſhall ſpeak, he ſhall, give 
an account thereof in the day of judgment, Matthew 


12, 36. re 


Verſe 25. But Abraham ſaid, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime hadſt thy good things, and like- 
wiſe Lazarus evil things, but now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented. | 


Heſe words are the anſwer to the requeſt of the 

damned. The verſe before (as I told yeu j is 
a diſcovery of the deſnes which they have after 
they depart this world. Here is the anſwer, Son, re- 
member, &cc. ' 

The anſwer fignifies thus much, That inſtead of 
having any relief or caſe, they are hereby the more 
tormented; and that by treſh recollections, or by 
bringing afreſh their former ill-ſpent lite, while in the 
world into their remembrance ; Son, remember, thou 
had(t good things in thy lifetime; as much as if he 
had ſaid, thou art now ſenſible what it is to loſe thy 
ſoul, thou art now ſenſible what it is to put off re- 
pentance ; thou art now ſenſible, that thou haſt be- 
tooled thyſeli, in that thou didſt ſpend that time in 
ſecking after outward momentary earthly things, 
which thou ſhouldeſt have ſpent in ſecking to make 
Chritt Jeſus ture to thy ſoul; and now thro? thy an- 
guiſh of ſpir it, ia the pains ot hell, thou would enjoy 
that which in former time thou didit make flight of, 
but alas thou art here beguiled and altogether diſap- 
pointed, thy crying wal; now avail thee nothing at all, 
This is not the acceptable time, 2 Cor. 6: 2. This 
is not a time to an{wer the delires of damned repros 
bates, if chou hadſt cried out in good carnett while 
grace was offered. much might have becu; but then 
thou wert cate eis and didit turn the forbearance and 
guudnels of God into wantonneſs. Wert thou not 
tolo, that thote why would not hear the Lord when 
he did cail, thoutd not be heard (it they-turned away 
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from him) when they did call, Prov. 1. 24. to 28. 
But contrariwiſe he would laugh at their calamity, and 
mock when their fear did come. 

Now therefore, inſtead of expecting the leaſt drop 
of mercy and favour, call into thy mind how thou 
didft ſpend thoſe days which God did permit thee to 
live, I ſay, remember, that in thy lifetime thou didſt 
Behave thyſelf rebelliouſly againſt the Lord, in that 
thou wert careleſs of his word and ordinances, yea, 
and of the welfare of thine own ſoul alſo: There- 
fore, now I ſay, inſtead of expetting or hoping for a- 
ny relief, thou muſt be forced to call to remembrance 
thy filthy ways, and feed upon them, to thine everla- 
ſting aſtoniſhment and confuſion, 

From theſe words therefore which ſay, Remember 
that thou ina thy lifetime hadſt thy good things, there 
are theſe things to be taken notice of. 

7 They that by putting off repentance and living 
in their fins, loſe their 4 ſhall inſtead of having 
the leait meaſure of comfort when they come into hell 
have their ill ſpent life always very freſh in remem- 
brance. While they live here, they !can fin and for- 
get it; but when they depart, they ſhall have it be- 
fore them, they ſhall have a remembrance, or their 
memory notably enlightned, and a clearer, and con- 
tinual ſight of all their wicked practices that they 
wrought and did while they were in the world. Son, 
Remember, faith he; then you will be made to re- 
member: 1. How you were born in ſin, and brought 
up in the ſame. 

2. Remember how thou hadſt many a time the go- 
ſpel preached to thee for taking away the ſame, by 
him whom the goſpel doth hold forth. 

3. Remember that out of love to thy fins and luſts, 
thou didſt turn thy back on the tenders of the ſame 
goſpel of good tidings and peace. 

4. Remember that the reaſon why thou didſt Joſe 
thy ſoul, was, becauſe thou didſt not cloſe in with 
free grace, and the tenders of a loving and free hear- 

ted ſeſus Chriſt, 
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Remember, how neac thou walt to turning at 
ſuch and ſuch a time, only thou waſt willing to give 
way to thy luſts when they wrought, to drunkards 
when they called, to pleaſures when they proffered 
themſelves, to the cares and incumberances of the 
world, which like ſo many thorns, did choak that or 
thoſe convictions that were ſet on thy heart. 

6. Remember how willing thou waſt to ſatisfy thy 
ſelf with an hypocrite's hope, and with a notion of 
the things of God, without the real power and life of 
the ſame. , | 

7 Remember how thou, when thou wert admo- 
niſhed to turn, didit put off turning and repenting till 
another time. __ 

8. Remember how thou didſt diſſemble at ſuch a 
time, lie at ſuch a time, cheat thy neighbour at ſuch 
a time, mock, flout, ſcoff, taunt, hate, perſecute the 
E of God at ſuch a time in ſuch a place, among 
ſuch company. | Tea? 

. Remember that while others were met together 
in 4. fear, of the Lord to ſeek bim, thou walk met 
with a company of vain companions to lin agajnſtjhim; 
while the ſaints were a- praying, thou wert a- curſing ; 
while they were ſpeaking good of the name of God, 
thou wert ſpeaking evil of the ſaints of God. O then 
thou ſhalt have a ſcalding hot remembrance of all thy 
ſinful thoughts, words and actions, from the very fir(t 
to the laſt of them that ever thou didſt commit in all 
thy life-time; then thou wilt find that ſcripture 
to be a truth, Deut. 28. 65. 66.67. The Lord ſhall 
give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, 
and ſorrow of mind. And thy life ſhall hang in doubt 
before thee, and thou ſhalt fear day and night, and 
ſhall have none aſſurance of thy liſe. In the morn- 
ing thou ſhalt ſay, would to God it were evening; 
for the fear of-thine heart, wherewith thou ſhalt fear, 
and for the ſight of thine eyes, which thou ſhalt ſee. 
Nay, thou, wilt find worſe things to thy wo than this 
ſcripture doth manifeſt. For indeed there is no tongue 
able to. expreſs the horror, terror, torment and eter- 
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nal miſery that thoſe poor ſouls ſhall undergo, with- 
out the leaſt mitigation of eaſe, a very great part of 
it ſhall come from that quick, full, and continual re- 
membrance of their fins that they ſhall have. And 
therefore there is much weight in theſe words, Son, 
remember that thou in thy life time hadſt thy good 
things. 

From theſe words you ſee, this is to obſerved, 
That the ungodly ſhall remember, or have in remem- 
brance the miſ-ſpending their lives ; Remember that 
in thy life time, thou hadſt thy good things. You 
may take theſe words, good things, either ſimply for 
the things of this world, which in themſelves are cal- 
led, and may be called Good things; or elſe with 
theſe words, namely (the things of this life) all the 
pleaſures, delights, profits, and vanities, which the 
ignorant people of the world do account their good 
things, and do very much chear themſelves therewith, 
Soul, ſoul, cat, drink, and be merry, for thou haſt 
much goods Jaid up for many years, Luke 12. 20» 

Now I ſay, God according to his glorious power and 
wiſdom, will make poor creatures have always in 

their minds, a freſh and clear remembrance of their 

ill-ſpent life, he will ſay unto them, Remember, re- 

member, that ia thy life time it was thus and thus 

with thee, and in thy life time thy carriage was ſo 

and fo, 

If fingers might have their choice, they would not 

have their ſins and tranſgreſſions ſo much in the re- 

membrance: as it is evident by their carriages here 

in this world; for they will not endure to entertain a 

ſerious thought of their filthy life, They put far away 

the evil day, Amos 6, 3. Ezek, 12. 27. but will la- 

bour by all means to put the thought of it out of 
their mind; but there they ſhall be made to remem- 

ber to purpoſe, and to think continually of their un- 

godly deeds. And therefore it is ſaid, that when our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt comes to judgment, it will be to 

convince the ungodly world of their wicked and un- 

godly deeds ; mark, to conyince them, Jude 14. 15. 
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They will not willingly take notice of them now. But 
then they ſhall hereafter, in ſpite. of their teeth. And 
alſo between this and then, thoſe that che out of 
Chriſt ſhall be made to ſee, acknowledge and confeſs, 
do what they can, when they lift up their eys in hell, 
and remember their tranfgreſſions. God will be a 
ſwift witneſs againſt them, Mal. 3. 5. and will fay, 
Remember what thou didſt in thy life time, how thou 
didſt live in thy life time. Ha friend! If thou doſt 
not in theſe days of light remember the days of dark - 
neſs, Eecleſ. 11. 8. (the days of death, hell, and 
judgment) thou ſhalt be made in the days of dark- 
neſs, death, hell, and at the judgment too, to remem- 
ber the days of the goſpel, and how thou didſt diſ- 
regard them too, to thy own deſtiuction and everla- 
ſting miſery, This is intimated in that 25th chapter 
of Matthew. 

Remember that in thy lifetime thou hadſt thy good 
things. 

7 he great God, inſtead of giving the ungodly any 
eaſe, will even aggravate then torments; firlt, by 
ſighting their perplexities, and by telling of chem 
what they muſt be thioking off : Remember, ſaith he, 
O ye loſt ſouls, that you had your joy in your liſe- 
time, your peace in your lifetime, your comforts, de- 
lights, eaſe, wealth, health, your heaven, your happi- 
nels, and your portion in your lifetime. 

O miſerable ſtate! 1 hou wilt then be in a fad 
condition indeed, when thou ſhalt ſee that thou haſt 
had thy good things, thy beſt things, thy pleaſant 
things; for that is clearly ſignified by theſe words, 
Remember that thou in thy lifetime hadſt thy good 
things, or all the good things thou art like to have. 
From whence take notice ot another truth (tho? it be 
a dreadful one) which is this, There are many poor 
creatures, who have all their good, ſweet, and com- 
fortable things in this life, or while they are alive in 
this world: Remember, faith he, that in thy lifetime 
thou hadſt thy good things, Pſa). 17. 14. 

The wicked's good _ will ſhortly have an end: 
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They will laſt no longer with them than this life, or 
their lifetime: that ſcripture was not written in vain: 
It is like the crackling of thorns under a pot, makes 
a little blaze for a ſudden, little heat for a while: 
But come and conſider. them by and by, and inſtead 
of a comfortable heat, you will find nothing but a 
ſew dead aſhes; and inſtead of a flaming fire, nothing 
but a ſmell of ſmoak. © | 
There is a time coming, that the ungodly would be 
glad of a better portion, when they ſhall ſee the vani · 
ty of this, that is, when they ſhall ſee what a poor 
and miſerable a thing it is for a man to have his 
portion in this world, *Tis true, while they are here 
on this ſide hell, they think there is nothing to be 
compared with riches, honours, and pleaſures in this 
world, which makes them cry out, Who will ſhew us 
any good, Pſal. 4. 7. That is comparable to the plea- 
ſures, profits and glory of this world? but then they 
will fee there is another thing that is better, and of 
more value than ten thouſand worlds. And ſeriouſ- 
ly, friends, will it-not grieve you, trouble,. perplex 
and torment you, when you thall ſee that you loſt 
heaven for a little pleaſure and profit in your lifetime; 
certainly it will grieve you, and perplex you exceed · 
ingly, to ſce what a bleſſed heaven you left for a 
dunghil world. Oh ! that you did but believe this, 
that you did but conſider this, and ſay within your- 
ſelves, What, ſhall 1 be contented with my portion 
in this world! What, ſhall 1 loſe heaven for this 
world? I ſay conſider it while you have day-light, 
and goſpel-light, while the Son of God doth hold out 
terms of reconciliation to you, leſt you be made to 
hear ſuch a voice as this is, Son, remember that in 
thy lifetime thou hadit thy good things: Thy com- 
forts, thy joys, thy eaſe, thy peace, and all the hea» 
ven thou art like to have. O poor heaven ! O ſhort 
pleaſures ? What a pitiful thing it is to be leſt in ſuch 
a caſe? Soul conſider, is it riot miſerable to loſe hea- 
ven for twenty, thirty, or forty years, ſinniag againſt 
God? When they life is done, thy heaven is allo 
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done; when death comes to ſeparate thy ſoul and 
body, in that day alſo thou muſt have thy heaven and 
happineſs ſeparated from thee, and thou from that. 
Conſider thefe things betimes, leſt thou have thy por- 
tion in thy lifetime. For if in this liſe only we have 
our portion, we are of all people the molt miſerable, 
1 Cor. 15. 19. Again, conſider, that when others 
(the ſaints) are to receive their good things, then 
thou haſt had thine; when others are to enter into 
joy, then thou art to leave and depart from thy joy: 


when others are to go to God, thou mult go to the 


devil. Oh miſerable ! Thou hadſt better thou had(t 
never been born, than to be an heir of ſuch a porti- 
on: Therefore, I ſay, have a cate it be not thy con- 
dition. 

Remember that thou hadſt thy good things, and La- 
zarus evil things. | 

Theſe words do not only hold forth the miſery of 
the wicked in this life, but alſo great conſolation to 
the ſaints; where he faith, And Lazarus evil things; 
that is, Lazarus had his evil things in this lifetime, or 
when he was in the world. 

From whence obſerve, 

1. That the life of the ſaints, ſo long as they are 
in this world, is attended with many evils or afflicti- 
ons; which may be diſcovered nay of divers na- 
tures; as ſaith the ſcripture, Many are the troubles 
of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all. 

2. Take notice, that the afflictions or evils that 
accompany the ſaints, may continue with them their 
lifetime, ſo long as they live in this vale of tears; yea, 
and they may be divers, that is of ſeveral forts ; ſome 
outward, ſome inward, and that as long as they ſhall 
continue here below, as hath been the experience of 
all ſaints in all ages; and this might be proved at 
large, but I only hint in theſe things, and 1 altogether 
might enlarge much upon them. | 

3. The evils that doth accompany the ſaints will 
continue no longer with them than their lifetime; and 
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here indeed lyes the comfort of belie vers, the Laza- 
rus's, the ſaints, they muſt have all their bitter cups 
wrung up to them in their lifetime: here mult be all 
their trouble, here mult be all their grief. Behold, 
faith Chriſt, the world ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall la- 
ment, but your mourning ſhall, mark, it ſhall be tur - 
ned in to joy, yr 16. 2, You ſhall lament, you 
ſhall be ſorrowful, you ſhall weep in your lifetime, 
but your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, and your 
joy no man (let him be what he will, no man) ſhall 
take away from you, Now if you think, when | ſay 
the ſaints have al their evil things in their lifetime, 
that I mean, they have nothing elſe but trouble in 
this their lifetime, this is your miſtake : for let me 
tell you, that tho? the ſaints have all their evil things 
in their lifetime, yet even in their lifetime, they have 
alſo Joy unſpeakable and full of glory, while they 
look not at the things that are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen, The joy that the faints have 
ſometimes in their heart, by a believing conſideration 
of the good things ro come, when this life is ended, 
doth fill them fuller of joy, than all the croſſes, temp- 
tations, troubles, and evils that accompany them in 
this life, can fill them with grief, 2 Cor. 4. 
But ſome ſaints may ſay, My troubles are ſuch as 
are ready to overcome me. Anſ. Yet be of good 
comfort, they ſhall laſt no longer than thy lifetime, 
But my trouble is, I am perplexed with an heart 
full of corruption and fin, fo that I am much hind- 
red in walking with God, Anſ. Tis like fo, but 
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time. : | 

But 1 have a croſs husband, and that's a great grief 

to me. 

Well, but thou ſhalt be troubled with him no long- 
er than thy lifetime, and therefore be not diſmayed, 

be not diſcomforted, thou ſhalt have no trouble long- 

er than this lifetime, | 

Art thou troubled with croſs children, croſs rela- 


thou ſhalt have thy troubles no longer than thy liſe- 
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tions, croſs ne ighbours? They ſhall trouble thee no 
longer than this litetime. 5 


Art thou troubled with a cunning devil, with un- 
belief? yea, let it be what it wih, thou ſhait take 
thy farewcl of them all (it thou be à believer) atter 
thy lifetime is ended. O cxcelicut! Then God ſhall 
wipe away all tears trom your eyes ; 1here ſhall be 
no more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor any more 
pain; for the former things arc patied away, 

But now on the contrary, ii thou be not a right and 
ſound believer : Then tho' thou thould live a thous 
ſand years in this world, and meet with fore afflicti- 
ons every day; yet thele afflictions, be they neyer 
ſo great and grievous, they are nothing to that tor- 
ment that will come upon thee, both in ſoul and bo- 
dy, after this life is ended. | 

I ſay, be what thou wilt, if thou be founded in un- 
belief, or under the firit covenant, thou art ſure to 
ſmart for it at the time when thou dolt depart this 
world, Bur the thing to be lamented is, tor all this 
is ſo ſad a condition to be fallen into, yet poor ſouls 
are for the moſt part ſeoſcleis ot it; yea, ſo ſenſe- 
leſs (at ſometimes) as tho” there was no ſuch mitery 


to come hereaſter. ' Eecaule the Lord. doth not im- 


mediately ſtrike with his {word, but doth bear long 
with his creature, waiting that he might be gracious: 
Therefore, I ſay, the hearts of ſome of the tons of 
men are wholly fet upon it to do miſchief, Eccl. 8. 
11. And that jorbearance and goodneis of God, that 
one would think ſhould lead them to repentaiice, the 
devil hardening of them by their continuing in lin, and 
by blinding their e, es, as to the end ot God's for- 
bearance towards them, they are led away with a ve- 
ry hardned and ſenſeleſs heart, even unul they drop 
into eternal deſtruction. 

But poor hcarts, they mult have a ume in which 
they mult be made ſenſible of their former behavi- 
ours,” when the juſt judgment of the Lord ſhall flame 
about their cars, inlomuch, that they thall be made 
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to cry out again with anguiſh, I am ſorely torment» 
ed in this flame, 

But now he is comforted, and thou art tormented, 

As if he ſhould fay, Now hath God recompenced 
both Lazarus and you, according to what you ſought 
after, while you were in this world: As for your part, 
you did neglect the precious mercy and goodneſs of 
God, you did turn your back on the Son of God, that 
came into the world to fave ſmners; you made a 
mock of preaching the goſpel; you was admoniſhed o- 
ver and over, to cloſe with the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, The LORD let you 
live twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, ſixty, years; all 
Which time, you inſtead of ſpending it to make your 
calling and election ſure, John 21. 29. 30. did ſpend 
it in making of eternal damnation ſure to thy ſoul. 
And alfo Lazarus, he in his lifetime did make it his 
buſineſs to accept of my grace and ſalvation in the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, When thou walt in the ale-houſe, 
he frequented the word preached ; when thou wert 
jecring at goodneſs, he was fighing for the fins of the 
times, Ecclef. 9. 4. While thou wert ſwearing, he 
was praying: in a word, while thou wert making 
ſure of eternal ruin, he by faith, in the blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was making ſure of eternal ſalva- 
tion. Therefore, Now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented. 

Here then you may ſee, that as the righteous ſhall 
not always be void of comfort and bleſſedneſs; ſo 
neither ſhall the ungodly go always without their pu- 
niſhment, As ſure as God 1s in heaven, it will be 
thus: They mult have their ſeveral portions, And 
therefore you that are the ſaints of the Lord, follow 
on, be not diſmayed, Foraſmuch as you know, that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. laſt 
verſe. Your portion is eternal glory, And you that 
are ſo loath now to cloſe in with Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
leave your ſins to follow him; your day is coming, 
Pal. 37. 13. in which you ſhall know, that your 
ſweet morſels of fin, that you ſo eaſily take down, 
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Job 20. 124013. 14. and it ſcaree troubles you, you 
will have a time ſo to work within you to your eter< 
nal ruin, that you will be in a worſe condition than if 
vou had ten thouſand devils tormenting you; nays 
you had bettet have been plucked limb from limb a 
thouſand times (it it could be) than to be partakers 
of this torment, and will aſſuredly, without mercy; 


lye upon you. | ; "2200 


: * 

Verſe 26. And beſides all this, between us and yoo; 
there is a great gulf fixed, fo that they which 
would go from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they come to us, that would come from thence. 
1218 34280 _ EO it 
AHleſe words are ſtill part of that anſwer, that 
the fouls in hell ſhall have for their ſobbings, 
ſighings, grievous cries, tears and deſires, that they 
have, to be relcaſcd out of thele intolerable pains 
they feel and are perpexed with; And O methinks 
the words at the ſuſt view, if rightly conſidered, art 
enough to make any hard- hearted {inner in the world 
to fall dow dead. The verſe | laſt ſpake to was, and; 
is a very terrible one, and aggravates the torments af 
poor ſinners wonderfully, Where he faith, Rememn 
ber that thau in thy lifetime hadſt good things, 
and Lazarus his evil things, &c. I fay-thele words ate 
very terrible to thoſe poor ſouls that die out of Chriit. 
But theſe words do much more hold out their ſor- 
row. They were ſpoken; as to the preſent conditts 
on then upon the ſinner: Theſe do not 'only back the 
former, but do yet further aggravate their miſery; 
holding forth that which will be more intolerable: 
The formet verſe is enough to ſmite any ſinner into 
a {woony bat this is enough to make them fall down 
dead; where he faith; And bebdes all this: There 
is {tall ſomething to aggravate thy miſery more abuns 
dantly: 1/\-L ſhall bricfiy fpcak to the words; as they 
have relation to the terror ſpaken,ot in the verſes be · 
fore, As if he had ſaid, I hou thinkeſt the preſent 
{tate unſuppor table, it makes thee to fob and. ſigh. at 
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makes thee to rue the time that ever thou wert born: 
Now thou findeſt 'the want of mercy; now thou 
 would(t leap at the leaſt dram of it; now thou feeleſt 
what it is to ſlight the tenders of the grace of God: 
now it makes thee to ſob, ſigh, and roar exceedingly, 
for the anguiſh that thou art in. But befides all this, 
I' have other things to tell thee of, that will break 
thine heart indeed. Thou art now deprived of a be- 
ing in the world; thou art deprived of hearing the 
golpel, the devil hath been too hard for thee and 
hath made thee miſs of heaven; thou art now in hell 
among an innumerable company of devils, and all thy 
ſins beſet thee round; thou art all over wrapped in 
flames, and canſt not have one drop of water to give 
thee any eaſe; thou cryeſt in vain for nothing will be 
granted; thou ſeeſt the ſaints in heaven, which is no 
ſmall trouble to thy damned ſoul ; thou ſeeſt that nei- 
ther God nor Chriſt takes any care to eaſe thee, or 
ſpeak any comfort unto thee : But beſides all this, 
There thou art, and there thou art like to lie, never 
think of any eaſe, never look for any comfort; re- 
pentance now will do thee no good, the time is paſt, 


and can never be called again; look what thou halt | 


now, thou muſt have for ever. | 

Tis true I ſpake enough before to break thine heart 
aſunder; But befides all this, there lye and ſwim in 
flame for ever: Theſe words, beſides all this, are ter- 
rible words indeed. I will give you the ſcope of 
them in a ſimilitude. Set the caſe you ſhould take a 
man, and tye him to a ſtake, and with red hot pincers, 
pinch off his fleſh, by little pieces for two or three 
years together, and at laſt, when the poor man cries 
out for eaſe and help, the tormenters anſwer, Nay, 
but beſides all this, you muſt be handled worſe. 

We will ſerve you thus theſe twenty years together, 
and after that we will fill your mangled body full of 
ſcalding lead, or run you thro? with a red-hot ſpit; 
would not this be lamentable? Yet this is but a flea- 
biting to the ſorrow of thoſe that go to hell; for if a 
man were ſerved ſo, there would ere it were long be 
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a end of him. But he that goes to hell ſhall ſuffer 
ten thouſand times worſe torments than theſe, and 
yet ſhall never be quite dead under them. There 
they ſhall be ever whining, pining, weeping, mourn» 
ing, ever tormented without eaſe, and yet never diſ- 
ſolved into nothing; if the biggeſt devil in hell might 
pull thee all to pieces aud rend thee ſmall as duſt, 
and diſſolve thee into nothing, thou wouldit count 
this a mercy. But here thou mult lye and try, ſcorch, 
and broil, and burn for ever: For ever, that is a long 
while, and yet it muſt be ſo long. Depart from me, 
faith Chriſt, into everlaſting fire; into the fire that 
burns for ever, prepared for the devil and his angels, 
Mat. 25. 41. Oh! thou that were loath to foul thy 
foot if it were but dirty, or did but rain; thou that 
were loath to come out of the chimney corner, if the 
wind did but blow a little cold ; and were loth to go 
half a mile, yea, half a furlong to hear the word of 
God, if it were but a little dark ; thou that were loath 
to leave a few vain companions to edify thy ſoul ; 
thou ſhalt have fire enough, thou ſhak have night e- 
nough, and evil company enough, thy belly full if 


thou miſs of Jeſus Chriſt : and befides all this, thou 


ſhalt have them for ever and ever. 

O thou that dolt ſpend whole nights in carding and 
dicing, in rioting and wantonneſs; thou that count- 
eſt it a brave thing to ſwear as faſt as the braveſt, to 
ſpend with the greateſt ſpend-thrift in the country 
thou that loveſt to fin in a corner when no body ſees 
thee ! O thou that for by-ends doſt carry on an hy- 
pocrite's pro feſſion, becauſe thou would(t be counted 
ſome body among the children of God, but art an e 
nemy to the things of Chriſt in thine heart! thou 
that doſt ſatisfy thyſelf. either with fins, or a bare 
profeſhon of godlineſe, thy ſoul will fall into extream 
torment and anguiſh, ſo ſoon as ever thou doſt depart 
this world, and there thou ſhalt be weeping and gna- 
ſuing thy teeth, Matth. 8. 11, 12. And beſides all 
this, thou art like never to have any caſc or remedy 
never look for any deliyerance, thou ſhalt die in thy 
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great gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they. come to us 
that would come from thence. There is a preat 
gulf fixed ) You will ſay, What is that? Anſw, It is 
a nice queſtion z therefore, firſt ſeck thou rather to 
enter in at the ſtraight gate, than curioully to en- 
quire what this gulf is. N "ol 
But 2dly, If thou wouldſt needs know, if thou do 
fall ſhort of heaven, thou wilt fiad this, namely, The 
everlaſting decree of God; that is there is a decree 
gone forth from God, that thoſe who fall ſhort of 
heaven in this world, God is reſolved they ſhall never 
enjoy it in the world to come And thou wilt find 
this gulf ſo deep, that thou ſhalt never be able to 
wade thro' it as long as eternity Jaſts, as Chriſt ſaith, 
Agree with thine adverſary quickly, while thou art 
in the way with him, leſt he hawl thee to the judge, 
and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 
caſt into priſon: I tell thee thou ſhalt in no wiſe come 
out thence (there is the gulf) the decree; thou ſhalt 
not depart thence till thou haſt paid the uttermoſt 
farthiog, or very laſt mite, Luke 12 58, 59. Theſe 
words, therefore, There is a great gulf ſixed, I do 
underſtand to be the everlaſting decree of God: God 
hath decreed, that thoſe who go to heaven ſhall ne- 
ver go from thence again into a worſe place; and 
alſo thoſe that go to hell, and would come out they 
ſhall not come out thence again. And friend, this is 
ſuch a gulf, fo fixed by him that cannot lie, that thou 
wilt find it ſo, which way ſoever thou goeſt, whether 
it be to heaven or hell. Here therefore thou ſcelt 
how ſecure God will make thole who die in the faith; 
God will k-ep them, in heaven; but thoſe that die in 
their fins, God will throw them into hell, and keep 
them there: ſo that they that would go from hea- 
ven to hell, cannot; neither can they come from hell 


* 
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that would go to heaven. Mark, he doth not ſay,they 
would not: For O, how fain would thoſe who have 
loſt their ſouls for a luſt, for two 1 for a jugg of 
ale, for a ſtrumpet, for this world come out of that 
hot ſcalding fiery furnace of God's eternal vengeance, 
if they might; but here is their miſery, they that 
would come from you to us, that is from hell to hea» 
ven, cannot, they mult not, they ſhall not; they can · 
not, God hath decreed it, and is reſolved the con- 
trary, here therefore lyes the miſery, not ſo much 
that they are in hell, but there they mult lye for e- 
ver and ever. Therefore if thy heart would at any 
time tempt thee to ſin againſt God, cry out, no, for 
then I muſt go to hell and lye there for ever If the 
drunkards, ſwearers, liars, and hypocrites did but 
take this doctrine ſoundly down, it would make them 
tremble when they think of ſinning. But poor ſouls, 
Now they will make a mock at fin, Prov. 14. 9. aud 
play with it as a child doth play with a rattle, bur. 
the time is coming, that theſe rattles that now they - * 
play with will make ſuch a noiſe in their ears and con» + 
ſciences, that they ſhall find, that tho'all the devils in 
hell were yelling at their heels, the noiſe would not 
be comparable to it, Num 32. 23. Friend, thy ſins, 
as ſo many blood hounds, will filt hunt thee out, 
and then take thee, and bind thee, and hold thee 
down for ever, Prov. 5.22, They will grip thee, and 
gnaw thee, as if thou hadſt a neſt of poiſonous ſer- 
pents in thy bowels, John 20. 14. And this will 
not be for a time, but as I have ſaid, for ever, for 
ever, for ever. 


Verſe 27. Then he ſaid, I pray thee therefore fa- 
— that thou wouldſt ſend him to my father's 
hou S. f 


HE verſes before, I told you, were ſpoken part - 

ly, to hold forth a deſite that the damned have - 

to be freed of their endleſs miſery. Now this verſc 
ſtill holds forth the cries of thoſe poor ſouls very ve- 
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dition, Send him to my father's houſe. 
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hement, they would very fain have ſomething grant- 
ed to them, but it will not be; as will more clearly 
appear afterwards. 

Then he ſaid, I pray thee therefore, father, &c. 
As if he ſhould ſay, Seeing I have brought myſelf into 
fuch a miſerable condition, that God will not regard 
me, that my exceeding loud and bitter cries will not 
be heard for myſelf; iceing I muſt not be admitted 
to have ſo much as one drop of cold water, nor the 
leaſt help from the poorelt ſaints. 1 

And ſeeing, beſides all this, here my ſoul muſt lye 
to all eternity broiling and frying; ſeeing I muſt whe» 
ther I will or no, undergo the hand of eternal ven- 


geance and the rebukes of devouring fire; ſeeing my 


ſtate is ſuch, that I would not wiſh a dog in my con- 
It is worthy 
to be taken notice of (again) who it is he deſired to 
be ſent, namely, Lazarus. O friend, ſee here how 
the {tout hearts and ſtomachs of poor creatures will 
be humbled (as 1 faid before) they will be ſo brought 
down, that thoſe things that they diſdained and made 
light of in this world, they would be glad of in the 
life to come; he who by this man was fo ſligh ted as 
that he thought it a diſhonour that he ſhould cat with 
the dogs of his flock; what ſhall I regard Lazarus, 
ſcrubbed, beggarly Lazarus? What, ſhall I fo far diſ- 
honour my fair, ſumptuous, and gay houfe, with ſuch 


a a ſcabbed creep-hedge as he? No, I ſcorn he ſhould 


be entertained under my roof. Thus in his lifetime, 
while he was in his bravery ; but now he is come into 
another world, now he is parted from his pleaſures, 
now he ſees his fine houſe, his dainty diſhes, his rich 
neighbours and companions and he are parted aſun- 
der, now he finds inſtead of pleaſures, torments; in- 
ſtead of joy, heavineſs; inſtead of heaven, hell; in- 
{tead of the pleaſures of ſin, the horror and guilt of 
fin; O'now fend Lazarus! | | 

Lazarus it may be, might have done him ſome 
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good, if he might have been entertained in time paſt, 
and might have perſwaded him, at leaſt, not to have 
gone on ſo grievouſly wicked, but he flights him, he 
will not regard him, he is reſolved to diſown him, 
tho” he loſe his ſoul for ſo doing. I, but now ſend 
Lazarus, if not to me, to my father's houſe, and let 
him tell them from me, that if they run on in ſin, as 
I have done, they mult receive the {ame wages that E 
have received, 

Take notice of this, you that are deſpiſers of the 
leaſt of the Lazarus's of our Lord ſeſus Chrilt; it 
may be now you are loath to receive theſe little ones 
of his, becauſe they are not gentlemen, becauſe they 
cannot with Pontius Pilate ſpeak Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin. Nay, they muſt not, ſhail not {pcak to them to 
admoniſh them, and all becauſe of this. | 

Tho? now the goſpel of the Lord jeſus Chrilt may 
be preached. to them freely, and for nothing; nay, 
they ate now deſired to hear and receive it. Tho' 
now they will not own, regard or embrace theſe 
Chriſtian. proffers of the glorious truth of Jeſus, be- 
cauſe they came out of {ome of the baſeſt earthen 
yeſſels, 1 Cor. 1. 26. Yet the time is coming when 
they will both ſigh and cry, Send him to my father's 
houſe, I ſay, remember this, ye that deſpiſe the day 
of {mall things, the time is coming, when you would 
be glad, if you might enjoy from God, from Chriſt, . 
or his ſaints, one ſmall drop of cold water, tho' now 
you are unwilling to receive the glorious diſtilling drops 
of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. 

Again, See here the lamentable (tate they are in, 
that go to hell from their fathers, mothers, fiſters, 
brothers, &c. While they are in this world, men 
delight to ſet their children ill examples; and alſo 
children love to follow the wicked ſteps: of their un- 
godly parents; but when they depart this life, and 
drop down into hell, and find themſelves in irreco- 


verable miſery, they cry, Send ſome body to my fa- 


ther's houſe, to my brother's houſe, Tell them my 
{tate is miſcrable, tell them 1 am undone for ever x; 
F 2 | 
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and tell them alſo, that if they will be walking in 

theſe ungodly ſteps wherein I left them, they will aſ- 

ſuredly fall into this piace of torments. 

I pray thee ſend him to my father's houſe.) Ah 
friends and neighbours, it is like you little think of 
this, that ſome of your friends and relations are cry- 
ing out in hell, Lord, ſend ſome body to my father's 
houſe, to preach the goſpel to them, leſt they alſo 
come into this place of torment. 

Here, men while they live, can willingly walk to- 
gether in the way of ſin, and when they are parted by 
death, they that are living, ſeldom or never conſider 
of the fad condition that they that are dead are de- 
ſcended into, | 

But ye ungodly fathers, how are your ungodly chil- 
dren roaring now in hell ? And you ungodly children, 
how are your ungodly parents that lived and died un- 
podly, now in the pains of hell alſo? And one drun- 
kard is finging on the ale-bench, and another roaring 

under the wrath of God, ſaying, O that I was with 
him. how would I rebuke him, and perſwade him by 
all means, to leave off theſe evil courſes, O that 
they did but conſider what I now ſuffer for pride, co- 
vetouſneſs, drunkenneſs, lying, ſwearing, ſtealing, 
whoring, and the like. Oh! did they but feel the 
thouſandth part thereof, it would make them look a- 
bout them, and not buy fin at fo dear a rate as I have 
done; even with the loſs of my precious ſoul. 

Send him to my father's houſe.) Not to my father, 
but to my father's houſe, It may be there's ungodly 
children, there's ungodly ſervants, and all wallowing 
in their ungodlineſs ; ſend him therefore to my fa- 
ther's houſe, It is like they are till the ſame that I 
left them; I left them wicked and they are wicked 
ſtill; 1 left them fighters of the goſpel, ſaints, and 
ways of God, and they do it ſtill; Send him to my 
father's houſe. It is like there is but little between 
them and the place where I am; Send him to-day. be- 
fore to-morrow, leſt they come into the ſame place of 
torment, I pray thee thou wouldeſt ſend him, I beg 
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it on my bended knee, with crying and with tears, 
in the agony of my foul. It may be, they will oor 
conſider, if thou do not fend him: I left them ſortiſh 
enough, hardned as well as l, they have the ſame de- 
vil to tempt them, the fame luſts and world to over- 
come them, I pray thee therefore, that thou would- 
eſt ſend him to my father's houſe : make no delay, 
felt they loſe their ſouls, leſt they come hither, if they 
do, they are like never to return again. O, little do 
they think, how eaſily they may loſe their ſouls, they 
are apt to think their condition to be as good as the 
beſt, as I once through ignorance did: but ſend him, 
ſead him without delay, leit they come into this place 
of torment. O that thou wouldſt give him commiſh- 
on, do thou fend him thyſelf ;- the time was, when 
I, together with them, lighted thoſe that werfe ſent 
of God, though we could not deny but chat he ſpake 
the word of God, and was ſent of him, as our conſci- 
ence told us: yet we preferred the oalls of men be- 
fore the calls of God; for though they had the one, 
yet becauſe they had not the other in that antichri- 
ſtian way which we thought mect, well could not, 
would not, either hear him ourſelves, now yet give 
conſent that others ſhould. But now a call from God 
is with all. Do (thod) therefore ſcoddvinbromy fa- 
ther's houſe. 184153 | 0: az ei 1 © 5 
The time was when we. did not like it except it 
might de preached in the ſynagogue, we thought it a 
low thing to preach and pray together in houles: we 
were too high. ſpirized, too ſuperititious ; the goſpel 
wauld not down with us, unleſs we hac it in fuch 4 


place, by ſuch a man nos bor then neither d ffectu - 


ally: But now, Oh tþat I was to live. im tho world a 
gain! and might have: that priviledge to have ſome 
acquaintance with bleſſed: Lazarus, ſomt familiarity 
with that holy man; what attendance would I give 
unto his wholeſome words? How woald-I aflett his 
doctrine and cloſe in with it? how would 1 ſquare my 
lite thereby? Now (therefore) as it is better to hear 
the goſpel under a hedge, than to fit roaring in a ia - 
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vern; it is better to welcome God's begging Laza- 
russ. than the wicked companions of this world. It 
is better to receive a faint in the name of a ſaint, a 
diſciple in the name of a diſciple, Luke 10. 16. than 


to do as | have done, Oh! It is better to receive a 
child of God, that can by experience deliver the 
things, of God, his free love, his tender grace, his 
rich forbearance, and alſo the miſery of man if with- 
out it, than to be daubed up with untempered mor- 
ter, Ezek. 13. Oh! 1 may curſe the day that ever 
I, gave way to a company of carnal men, but this my 
Tepentance- is too late, I ſhould have looked about me 
ſooner, if t would have been ſaved from this diſmal 
place. Therefore ſend him, not only to the town 1 
lived in, and unto ſome of my acquaintance, but to 
my father's houſe. 

In my lifetime, I did not care to hear that word 
that cut me moſt, and ſhewed my eſtate aright. 

I was vexed to hear my fins mentioned, and laid 
to my charge; ] loved him beſt that deceived me 
moſt, that ſaid, Peace, peace, when there were no 
ſuch thing, Jer. 5. 30. 31. But now, Oh that I had 
been ſoundly told of n! O that it had pierced both 
mine cars and heart, and bad ſtuck ſo faſt, that no- 
thing could have cured me, ſaving the blood of 
Chriſt ! It is better to be dealt plainly with, than that 
we ſhould. be deceived, they had better ſee their loſt 
condition in the world, than ſtay while they be dam- 
ned, as I have done: therefore ſend Lazarus, fend 
him to my father's houſe, Let him go and fay, I ſaw 
your jap, your brother, in hell, weeping, and wailing, 
and gnaſhing his teeth: Let him bear them down in 
It, and tell them plainly it is fo, and that they ſhall 


ſee their everlaſting miſeiy, if they have not a ſpecial. 


care, Send him to my father's houſe. 
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Verſe 28. For I have five brethren, that he may te» 
ſtify unto them, leſt they alſo come in this pla 
of tormeot. | 


Heſe words are (if I may ſo ſay) a teaſon given 
by thoſe in hell. why they arc reſtleſs, and do 
cry ſo loud, it is that their companions might be de- 
livered from thoſe intolerable torments, which they 
mult and ſhall undergo, it they fall ſhort of everlait- 
ing life by Jeſus Chriſt. Send him to my father's 
houſe, for I have five brethren, &c. Tho' while 
they live among them in the world, they were not 
ſo ſenſible of their ruin, yet now they are paſſed out 
of the world, and do partake of that which before 
they were warned of, they can, I ſay, then cry out, 
now I find that to be true indeed, which was once 
and again told and declared to me, that it would cer- 
tainly come to pals. 

For L have five brethren.) Here you may ſee that 
there may be, and are whole houſholds. in a dama- 
able ſtate and condition, as our Lord Jeius doth by 
this ſigvify. Send kim to my father's houſe, for they 
are all in one (tate, I leit all my brethren in a piti- 
ful caſe. People while they live here, cannot en- 
dure to hear that they ſhould be all in a miſerable 
condition; but when they are under the wrath of 
God, they ſee it, they know it, and are very ſure 
of it: for they themſelves when they were in the 
world, lived as they do, but they fell ſhort of hea - 
ven, and therefore if. they go on, ſo ſhall they, Oh 
therefore ſend quickly to my father's houſe, for all 
the houſe is in an undone condition and mult be damn» 
cd, if they continue ſo. ut nog 

The thing obſervable is this, namely, that thoſe 
that are in hell, do not deſire that their companions 
ſhould come thither, nay, rather, ſaith he, Send him 
to my father's houſe, and let him teſtify to them that 
are therein leſt they alſo come into this place of tor» 
ment. 
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Queſt. But ſome may ſay, What ſhould be the rea- 
ſon, that the damned ſhould deſire not to have their 
companions come into the ſame condition that they 
are fallen into, but rather that they might be kept 
from it, and eſcape that dreadful (tate, 

Anſ. I do believe there is ſcarce ſo much love in 
any of the damned in hell, as really to deſite the fal- 
vation of any. But in chat there is any deſire in them 
that are damned, that their friends and relations ſhould 
not come into that place of rorment: it appears to me, 
to be rather for their own eaſe, than for their neigh- 
| bour's goed; for let me tell you, this I do. believe, 

that it will aggravate the grief and horror of them, 
to ſee their ungodly neighbours in the like deſtructi- 


on with them; for where the ungodly do live and die, 


and deſcend into the pit together, the one is rather a 
vexation to the other, than any thing elſe. And it 
muſt needs be ſo, becauſe there are no ungodly peo- 
ple that do live ungodly together, but they do learn 
Hl examples one of another, as thus; If there live 
one in the town chat is very expert and cunning for 
the world, why now the -re(t; that are of the lame 
mind with him, they will labour to imitate and follow 
his ſteps; this is commooly ſeen, 9 | 
Again, if there be one given to drunkenneſs, others 
of the town through his means, run the more into 
that ſin with him, and do acauſtom themſelves the 
more unto it, becauſe of his inticing them, and alſo 
by ſetting ſuch an ill example hefore them. And ſo 
if there be any addicted to pride, and mult needs be 
in all the newelt faſhions, how. do their example pro- 
voke othets to love and follow the ſame vanity ? 


Spendiog that upon their luſts, which ſhouid relieve * 


their own and others wants. Alſo if there be any 
given to jeſtiag, ſcoffing, lying, whoring. back-biting, 
junketing, wantonneſs. or any other fin? they that 
are moit expert in theſe things do oft times intangle 
others; that peradventure would not have been ſo 
vile as nou they are, had they not had ſuch an example, 
and hence they are called corrupters, Iſa. 1. 4. 
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Now theſe will by their doings, exceedingly aggra+» 
vate the condemnation of one another. He that did 
ſet his neighbour an ill example, and thereby cauſed 
him to walk in fin: He will be found one cauſe of 
his friends deſtruction, inſomuch, that he will have 
to anſwer for his own ſin, and for a great part of his 
neighbours too, which will (till add to his deſtruction; 
as the ſcripture in Ezekiel ſheweth, where ſpeaking of 
the watchman that ſhould give the people warning; 
if he do not, though the man did die in his fins, yet 
his blood ſhould be required at the watchman's hand, 
Ezek. 33. Th 

So — let me tell thee, that if thou ſhouldeſt be 
ſuch an one, as by thy converſatioa and practices ſhall 
be a trap and a [tumbling block to caule thy neigh» 
Sour to fall into eternal ruin, though he be damned 
for his own fin 3 yet God may, nay he will charge 
thee, as being guilty of his blood, in that thou did(t 
not content thylelf to keep from heaven thyſelf, but 
didſt alſo by thy filthy converſation keep away others 
and cauſe them to fall with thee. O therefore, will 
not this aggravate thy torment ? Yea, if thou ſhouldit 
die and go to hell before thy neighbours and compa» 
nions beſides the guilt of thine own fins, thou would- 
c/t be ſo loaded with the fear of the damnation of o- 
thers to be laid to thy charge, that thou wouldſt cry 
out, O ſend one from the dead to this companion, and 
that companion, with whom I had ſociety in my life- 
time, tor | ſee my curſed carriage will be one caule of 
his condemnation, if he fall ſhort of glory. 

1 leſt him living in foul and heinous offences : But 
was one of the ſirſt io ſtruments to bring him to them. 
Oh ! I ſhall be guilty both of my own and his damna- 
tion too] O that he might be kept out hence, leſt my 
torment be aggrarated by his coming hither, 

For where ungodly people do dwell together, they 
being a ſnare and ſtumbling- block one to another by 
their practice, they mult needs be a torment one to 
another, and an aggravation of each others damnati- 
on. O curſed be thy face, faith one, that ever I ſet 
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mine eyes on thee : It was long of thee : I may thank 
thee ; It was thee that did entice me, and enſnare 


me: It was your filthy converſation that was a 
ftumbling-block to me: It was your covetouſneſs, it 
was your pride. your haunting the ale-houſe, your 
gaming and whoring : It was long of you that I tell 
{ſhort of life: If you had ſet me a good example, as 
you ſet me an ill one, it may be'l might have done 
better than now I do: But I learned of you, 1 follow- 
ed your ſteps, I took counſel of you, O that I yad 
never ſeen your face ! O that thou hadit never been 
born to do my ſoul this wrong as you have done; O 
ſaith the other; And I may as much blame you. for 
do you-not remember how at fuch a time, and at ſuch 
a time, you drew me cut, and drew me awa';, and 
aſked me if I would go with you, when I was going 
about other bufineſs, about my calling; but you cal- 
led me away, You ſent for me, you are as much in 
the fault as I, though 1 were covetous, you were 
proud; and if you learned covetouſneſs of me, I lear- 
ned pride and drunkenneſs of you; though I learned 
you to cheat, you learned me to whore, to hie, to 
ſcoff at goodneſs. Though I baſe wretch did (tumble 
you in ſome things, you, you did as much (tumble 
me into others. I can blame you as you blame me; 
and if I have to anſwer for ſome of your molt filthy 
actions, you have to anſwer for ſome of mine, Ii 
would you had not come hither, the very looks of 
you do wound my foul, by bringing my fins afreſh in- 
to my mind, the time when, the manner how, the 
place where, the perſons with whom: It was with 
you, you! Grief to my ſoul ! Since I could not ſhun 
thy company there, O that I had been without thy 
company here ! 

I ſay therefore, for theſe that have ſinned toge- 
ther, to go to hell together, it will very much per- 
plex and torment them both; therefore 1 judge this 
is one reaſon, why they that are in hell do deſire, that 
their friends or companions do not come thither into 
the ſame place of tormeat that they are in. And 
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therefore, where Chriſt faith, that theſe damned 
ſouls cry out, Send to our companions that they may 
be warned and commanded to look to themſelves. 
O ſend to my five brethren ! It is becauſe they would 
not have their own torments heightned by their com- 
pany: and a ſenfe, yea, a continual ſenſe of their 
fins, which they did cauſe them to commit, when 
they were in the world with them, For I do believe 
that the very looks of thoſe that have been beguiled 
by their fellows, 1 ſay, their very looks will be a tors 
ment to them ; for thereby will the remembrance of 
their own fins be kept (if poſſible) the freſher on their 
confciences, which they committed with them; and 
alſo they will wonderfully have the guilt of the o- 
thers ſins upon them; being inſtruments inthe hands 
of the devil, to draw them in too. And therefore, 
jeſt this come to pals, I pray thee ſend him to my 
father's houle. For if they might not come hither, 
pcradventure my torment might have ſome mitigati- 
on; that is, if they might be ſaved, then their ſins 
will be pardoned, and not fo heavily charged on my 
ſoul. But if they do fall into the ſame place where 
I am, the fins that I have cauſed them to commit will 
lye ſo heavy, not only on their ſouls, but allo on 
mine, that they'll fink me into eternal miſery, deep- 
et and deeper. O therefore ſend him to my father's 
houſe, to my five brethren, and let him telſtify to 
them, leſt they come into this place of torment. 

Theſe words being thus underſtood; what a con- 
dition doth it ſhew them to be in then, that now ſo 
much delight io being the very ring leaders of their 
companions into fins of all forts whatſoever ? 

While men live here, if they can be counted the 
cunninge(t in cheating, the boldeſt for lying, the 
archelt for whoriog, the ſubtileſt for covering ane 
getting the world: If they can cunningly defraud, 
underniine, croſs, anger their neighbours, yea, and 
hinder them from the means ot grace, the goſpel of 
Chriſt, they glory in it, take a pride in't, and think 
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themſelves pretty well at eaſe, and their minds are 
ſomewhat quiet, being beguiled with fin. 

But friend, when thou haſt loſt this life, and doſt 
begin to lift up thine eyes in hell, and ſceil what thy 
ſins have brought thee to; and not only to; but that 
thou · by thy filthy fins did cauſe others (devil · like) to 
fall into the ſame condemnation with thee : And that 
one of the reaſons of their damnation was this, that 
thou didſt lead them to the commiſhon of thoſe wic- 
ked practices of this world, and the luſts thereof. 
Then, O that ſome body would ſtop them from com- 
ing, leſt they alſo come into this place of torment, 
and be damned as lam! How will it torment me! 
Balaam could not be contented to be damned himſelf, 
but alſo he muſt by his wickedneſs cauſe others to 
ſtumble and fall. The Scribes and Phariſces could 
not be content to keep out of heaven themſelves, but 
they mult labour to keep out others too. Therefore 
theirs is the greater damnation, 

The deceived cannot be content to be deceived 
himſelf, but he muſt labour to deceive others alſo. 
The drunkard cannot be content to go to hell for 
his own ſins, but he muſt labour to cauſe others fall 
into the ſame furnace with him. But look to your- 
ſelves, for here will be damnation upon damnation, 
damned for thy own fins, and damned for thy being 
partaker with others in their ſins; and damned for 
being guilty of the damnation of others, O how will 
the drunkards cry, for leading their neighbours into 
drunkenneſs? How will the covetous perſon howl, 
for ſetting his neighbour, his friend, his brother, his 
children and relations, ſo wicked an example; by 
which he hath not only wronged his own ſoul but al- 
ſo the fouls of others. The lyar, by lying, learned 
others to lie; the {wearer learned others to ſwear; 
the whoremonger learned others to whore. 

Now all theſe, with others of the like ſort, will be 
guilty, not only of their own damnation, but alſo of 
the damnation of others, I tell you, that ſome men 
have ſo much been the authors of the damnation of 
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others, that I am ready to think, that the damnati · 
on of them will trouble them as much as their own 
damnation. Some men (it is to be feared) at the day 
of judgment will be found to be the authors of de- 
ſtroying whole nations. How many ſouls do you 
think Balaam with his deceit will have to anſwer for? 
How many, Mahomet? How many the Phariſees, 
that hired the ſoidiers to ſay the diſciples ſtole away 
Jeſus! Mat. 28. 11, 12, 13, 14+ 15. And by that 
means {tumbled their brethren to this day; and was 
one means of blinding them from believing the things 
of God and Jeſus Chiilt, and ſo the cauſe of the dame 
nation of their brethren to this very day, 

How many poor ſouls hath Bonner to anſwer for, 
think you? And ſeveral filthy blind prieſts? How 
many ſouls have they been the means of deſtroying 
by their ignorance and corrupt doctrine ? Preaching, 
that was no better for their ſouls, than ratsbane to 
the body, for filthy lucre's ſake. They ſhall ſee, that 
they, many of them, it is to be feared, will have whole 
cities and zowns to anſwer for. Ah fricad, I tell thee, 
thou that haſt taken in hand to preach to the people, 
it may be thou halt taken in hand thou canſt not tell 
what, will it not grieve thee, to {ce thy whole pariſh 
come bellowing after thee to hell, crying out, Thi 
we may thank thee for, this is long of thee, thou did 
not teach us the truth; thou didit lead us away with 
fables, thou waſt afraid to tell us of our fins leſt we 
ſhould not put meat faſt enough in thy mouth. O 
curſed wretch. that ever thou ſhould beguile us thus, 


deceive us thus, flatter us thus! We would have gone 


out to hear the word abroad; but that thou didit res 
prove us; and alſo tell us, That that which we fee 
now is the way of God, was hereſy, and a deceivable 
doctrine ; and wait not contented (blind guide as than 
wert) to fall into the ditch thyſelf, but hait alſo led 
us thither with thee, | 

I ſay, look to thyſelf, leſt thou cry out when it is 
too late, Send Lazarus to my people, my friends, my 
children, my congregation to whom I preached, and 
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beguiled through my folly. Send him to the town in 
which I did preach laſt, leſt f be the cauſe of their 
damnation. Send him to my friends from »hence I 
came, leſt I be made to anſwer for their ſouls and my 
own too, Ezek. 33. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6. | 

O ſend him therefore, and let him tell them, and 
teſtify unto them, Jeſt they alſo come into this place 
of torment. Conſider that ye thus live-in the world, 
while you are in the land of the living. leſt you fall in- 
to this condition. Set the caſe that thou ſhouldſt by 
thy carriage deſtroy but a foul, but one poor ſoul, 
by one of thy carriages or actions by thy ſinful works; 
conſider it now, I ſay, leſt thou be forced to cry, I 
pray thee therefore that thou wouldſt ſend him to my 
father's houſe, for I have five brethren, that he may 
teſtify unto them, leſt they alſo come into this place 
of torment. 

If fo then I ſhall not only ſay to the blind guides, 
look you to yourſelves and ſhut out others: No, but 
this doth reach unto all thoſe that do not only keep 
fouls from heaven by preaching, and the like, but 
ſpeaks forth the doom of thoſe that ſhall anyways be 
inſtrumental to hinder others from cloſing it with je- 
ſus Chriſt. O what red lines will thoſe be againſt all 
theſe rich, ungodly landlords that ſo keep under their 
poor tenants, that they dare not go out to hear the 
word, for fear their rent ſhould be raiſed, or they 
turned out of their houſes *? What ſayſt thou land- 
lord. will it not cut thy ſou], when thou ſhalt ice 
that thou couldſt not be content to miſs of heaven 
thyſelf, but thou mult labour to hinder others atfo ? 
Will it not give thee an eternal wound in thy heart, 
both at death and judgment, to be accuſed of the 
ruin of thy neighbour's foul, thy ſervant's ſoul, thy 
wite's ſoul, together with the ruin of thine own ? 
Think on this, you drunken, proud, rich and ſcorn» 
ful landlords, think on this you mad-brained blaſphe- 
mous husbands, that are againſt the godly and cha{te 
converſation of your wives; allo you that hold your 
let vants ſo hard to it, that you will not ſpare them 
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time to hear the word, unlefs it be where, and when 
your luſts will let you. If you love your own fouls, 
your tenants ſouls, your wives ſouls, your fervants 
fouls, your childrens fouls: If you would not cry, it 
you would not howl, if you would not bear the bur- 
den of the ruin of others for ever; then | beſcech 
you conſider this dol&tul ſtory, and labout to avoid 
the ſoul · killing torment that this poor wretch gtoan- 
eth under, when tre faith, I pray thee therctotre that 
thou wouldit fend him to my father's houle. 

For I have five brethren, that he may teſtify, mark, 
that he may teſtiſy unto them, leit they alſo come in- 
this place of torment. 

Theſe words have ſtill ſomething more in them than 
I have yet obſerved trom them; there ate one or 
two things more that I ſhall briefly touch upon, and 
therefore, mark, he faith, That he may teitify unto 
them, &c. Mark, I pray you, and take nouce of the 
word Teſtify. He doth not ſay, and let him go unto 
them, or ſpeak with, or tell them ſuch and ſuch things. 
No; but let him teſtify, or athrm it conſtantly, in caſe 
any ſhould oppoſe it. Let him teltify to them. It is 
the ſame word the ſcripture uſeth to ſet forth the ve- 
hemency of Cnriit his telling of his diſciples ot him 
that ſhould betray him. And he teſtified, {ayipg, One 
of you ſhall betray me. And he teſtified, that is, he 
ſpake it ſo as to daſh or overcome any that ſhould 
have ſaid it ſhall not be, It is a word that-ligniies, 
that in caſe any ſhould oppole the thing ipoken of, 
yet that the party ſpeaking ſhould (till continue con- 


ſtant in his ſaying, And he commanded them to preach 


and to teſtiſy, that it was he that was ordained of God 
to be the judge of quick and dead. To teſtiſy mark, 
that is to be conſtant, irreſiſtable, undaunted, in daſe 
it ſhould be oppoſed and objected againit. So here, 
let him teſtify to them, leit they come into this place 
of torment. - | 

From whence oblerve, That it is not an eaſy mats 
ter to perſuade them who are in their fins alive in this 
world, that they mult, and ſhall be damned if they 

| 6 2 


76 Sighs from Hell; Or, 


turn not, and be converted to God. Let him teſtify 
to them, let him ſpeak conſidently, tho' they frown 
upon him, or diſlike his way of ſpeaking. And how 
is this truth verified and cleared by the carriages of 
almoſt all men now in the world toward them that 
do preach the goſpel ; and ſhew their own miſerable 
ſtate plainly to them, if they cloſe not with it. If 
a man do but indeed labour to convince ſinners of 
their fins, and loſt condition by nature, though they 
muſt be damned if they live and die in that conditi- 
on; Oh how angry are they at it. Look how he 
judges, ſay they, hark how he condemns us; he tells 
us we muſt be damned if we live and die in this ſtate; 
we are offended at him, we cannot abide to hear him 
or any ſuch as he, we will believe none of them all, 
but go on in the way we are going; Forbear, why 
ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten, ſaid the the ungodly king 
to the prophet, when he told him of his fins, 2 Chr. 
25. 15. 16. 

I ſay, tell the drunkard he muſt be damned if he 
leaves not his drunkenneſs ; the ſwearer, liar, cheat - 
er, thief, covetous, railers, or any other nm per · 
ſons, they muſt, and ſhall lye in hell for it, if they 
die in this condition; they will pot believe, nor cre» 
dit you, | . 
Again, tell others that there are many in hell that 
have lived and died in their conditians, and ſo are 
they like to be, if they convert not io Jeſus: Chrilt, 
and be found in him; or that there are others that 
are more civil and ſober men, who {although we 
know that their civility will not ſave them) if we 
do but tell them plainly of the emptineſs and un- 
proſitubleneſs of that, as to the ſaving of their 
fouls; and that God will not accept of them, nor 
love them, notwithſtanding theſe things, and that 
if they intend to be ſaved, they mult be better 
provided than with ſuch a righteouſneſs as this; 
they will cither fling away, and come to hear no 
more, or elſe if they do come they will bring fuch pre- 
judice with them in their hearts, That the word prea- 


JJ ae: acc ot tai. cc oo i oa an A 


The Groans of a Damned Soul. 77 


ched ſhall not profit them, it being mixed, not with 
faith. but with prejudice in them that bear it, Heb. 
4+ 1, 2. Nay they will, ſome of them be fo full of an- 
ger, that they will break out and call, even thoſe that 
peak the truth, Hereticks ; yea, and kill them, Luke. 
4. 25, 26 27, 28, 29. And why ſo? Becauſe they 
tell them, that if they live in their ſins, that will damn 
them; yet if they ran and live a righteous life, acord- 
ing to the holy, and juſt, and good law of God, thar 
will not fave them, Yea, becauſe we tell them plain- 
lie, that unleſs they leave their fins and unrighteouſ- 
neſs too, and cloſe in with a naked Jeſus Chriſt, his 
blood and merits, and what he hath done, and is now 
doing for ſinners, they cannot be ſaved; that unlefs 
they do eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink his 
blood, they have no life abiding in them; they gra- 
vel preſently, and are offended (as the Jews were 
with Chriſt, for ſpeaking the ſame thing to them, John 
6. $3. 60.) and fling away themſelves their ſouls and 
all; by quarrelling againſt the doctrine of the ſon of 
God, as indeed they do, though they will not believe 


they do; and therefore he that is a preacher of the 


word, had need, not only tell them, but teſtify to 
them, again, and again, that their ſins, if they con- 
tinue in them, will damn them and damn them again. 
And tell them again, their living honeſtly according 
to the law, their paying every one their own, their 
living quietly with their neighbours, their giving to the 
2 notion of the gofpel, and ſaying, they do 
believe in Chriſt will do them no good at the general 
day of judgment. Ha friends! how many of you 
are there at this very day, that have been told once 
and again of your loſt, undone condition, becauſe you 
want the right, real, and ſaving work of God upon 
your fouls? I ſay hath not this been told you, yea, 
teſtified unto you from time to time, that your ſtate 
is miſerable, yet you are never the better, but do 
ſtill ſtand where you did; ſome in an open ungodly 
life; and ſome drowned in a ſelf conceited holineſs of 
Chriſtianity ? therefore, for God's ſake, if your love 
G 3 
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your ſouls, conſider, and beg of God for Jeſus Chriſt's | all 


ſake, that he would work ſuch a work of grace in your exe 
hearts, and give you ſuch a faith in his ſon Jeſus || fev 
Chriſt, that you may not only have reſt here, as you |} tain 
think, not only think your ſtate ſafe while you live poi 
here, as you may be ſafe indeed, not only here, but ed 
alſo when you are gone, leſt you do cry io the anguiſh | by 


and perplexity of your fouls; ſend one to my com- the 
panions that have been beguiled by ſatan, as I have he) 
been ; and ſo by going on, come into this place of tor- f 
ment as I have done. (tif 

Again, one thing more is to be obſerved from theſe me 
W. 4 Let him teftify unto them, leſt they come into wit 
this place of torment, ſo 

Mark, left they come in, as if he had ſaid, or elſe thi 
they will come into this place of torment, as fure as E the 
am here. From whence obſerve, That though ſome ſay 
fouls for fin do fall into the bottomleſs pit of hell be- to 
fore their fellows, becauſe they depart this world the 
before them; yet the other abiding in the ſame cel 
courſe, are as ſure to go to the ſame - as if they me 
were there already. How ſo? Becauſe they are alt fe 
condemned together, they have fallen under the ſame mi 
law, and have all oſſended the ſame juſtice, and muſt an 
for certain, if they die in chat condition, drink as deep to 


if not deeper, of the ſame deſtruction. Mark, I pray git 
you what the ſcriptures ſay, He that believeth not is of 


condemned already, John 3. 18. to 
He 1s condemned as well as they, having broken (6 
the ſame law with them, if ſo then what hinders, but be 
they will partake of the ſame deſtruction with them: in 
Only the one hath not the law ſo executed upon W 
them, becauſe they are here; the other have. had hi 

the law executed upon them, they are gone to drink 

lat which they have been brewing, and thou art 
brewing that in this life, which thou mult certainly W 
drink, The ſame law, I ſay, is in force againſt you 3 
| both, only he is executed, and thou art nor, Juſt a 
1 as if chere were a company. of priſoners at the bar, h 


aud all condemned to die; what becauſe they are not ce 
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ways caſt him out, nor throw away his ſoul, ohn 6. 
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all executed in one day, therefore ſhall they not be 
executed at all? Yes, the ſame law that executed its 
ſeverity upon the parties now deceaſed, will for cer- 
tain be executed upon them that are alive in its ap- 
pointed time. Even ſo it is here, we are all condema- 
ed by nature, if we cloſe not in with the grace of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, we mult and ſhall be deſtroyed with 
the ſame deſtruction; and therefore ſend him (faith 
he) leſt, mark, they come into this place ob torment. 

Again, Send him to my father's houſe, let him te 
{tify to them, leſt they come into this place of tor- 
ment. As if he had ſaid, It may de he may prevail 
with them; it may be he may win upon them, and 
ſo they may be kept from hence, from coming into 
this grievous place of torment, Obſerve again, That 
there is a poſſibility of obtaining mercy, if now, I 
ſay, now in this day of grace we turn from our fins 
to Jeſus Chriſt; yea, it is more than poſſible. And 
therefore tor thy incouragement, do thou know for 
certain, that if thou ſhalt in this thy day accept of 
mercy upon God's own terms, and cloſe with him ef- 
fectually, God hath promiſed, yea, made many pro- 
miſes, that thy foul ſhall be conducted ſafe to glory, 
and ſhall for certain eſcape all the evils that 1 have 
told thee of; Ay, and many more than I can ima- 
gine. Do but ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſee how full 
of conſolation they are to a poor ſoul that is minded 
to cloſe in with Jeſus Chriſt. He that cometh to me 
(faith Chriſt) I will in noways caſt out, Though be 
be an old ſinner, I will in noways caſt him out; mark, 
in noways, though he be a great ſinner, I will in no- 
ways caſt him out, if he come to me. Though he 
have lighted me never ſo many times, and not c- 
garded the welzare of his own ſoul, yet let bim 
come to me, and notwithſtanding this, I will n n 


37. Again, ſaith the apoſtle, now (mark nau ig the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſairaton. Now 
here is mercy good ſtore, now God's heat is pen, 
to ſinnets; now he will make you welcome; now. he | 
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will receive any body, if they do but come to Chriſt, 
He that comes to me (faith Chriſt) I will in noways 
caſt out, And why? Becauſe now is the accepted 
time. now js the day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. 2, 3. as if 
the apoſtle had ſaid, If you will have mercy; have it 
now, receive it now, cloſe in with it now. | 
God hath a certain day to hold ont his grace to ſin 
ners: Now is the time, now is the day. Tis true 
there is a day of damnation, but this is a day of ſal- 
vation. There is a day coming. wherein ſinners muſt 
cry to the mountains to fall on them, to the hills to 
cover them from the wrath of God; but now, now is 


the day in which he doth hold out his grace. There 
is a day coming, in whicli you will not be admitted to 


have the priviledge of one drop of water to cool your 
tongue. If now I ſay, if now, you flight his grace 
and goodneſs which he holds out to you. Ah friends, 
conſider there is now hopes of mercy, but then there 
will not; now Chriſt holds forth mercy unto you, 
but then he will not, Mat, 7. 23. Now there are his 
ſervants that do beſeech you to accept of his grace, 
but if thou loſe the opportunity that is put into thine 
hand, thou thyſelf mayeſt beſeech hereafter, and no 
mercy be given thee, And he cried, and faid, Fa- 


ther Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus, 


the: he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, And there was none given. 


Why is there a price put into the hand of a fool, ſee- 


ing he hath no heart to it: ſeeing he hath no heart to 
make a good uſe of it? Prov. 17+ 16. conſider there - 
fore with thyſelf, and ſay, It is better to be going to 


heaven than hell; It is better to be ſaved than dam- 
ned; It is better to be with ſaints than with damned 
{yols; and to go toGod is better than to go to the devil. 

Thergfeng ſcck the Lord while he may be found, 
and call upon him while he is near, Iſa. 5 5. 6. leſt in 
ae gave thee to thyſelf, and ſay unto thee 
„hte 1 an thither you cannot come, John 
8. 288 K 


Therefore 
{ct it never be ſaid of thee, as it will be ſaid of ſome, 
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O if they that ate in hell might but now again have 
one ſuch invitation as this, how would they leap for 
joy? I have thought ſometimes, ſhould God ſend bur. 
one of his miniſters to the damned ia hell, and give 
him commiſſion to preach the free love of God in 
Chriſt extended to them, and held out to them, if. 
no while it is proffered them they will accept of his 
kindneſs: Oh how welcome would they make this 
news, and cloſe in with it on any terms. 

Certainly, they would ſay, we will accept of grace 
on any terms in the world, and thank you too, tho' 
it colt life and limb to boot; we will ſpare. no colt or 
charge, if mercy may be had, Burt poor ſouls, while 
they live here they will not part from ſin, with hell 
bred deviliſh fin: No they will rather loſe their fouls, 
than loſe their ſilthy ſins. i 

But friend, thou wilt change thy note before it be 
long, and cry, O ſimple wretch that I am that I ſhould 
damn my foul by tin! | 

'Tis true, I have had the goſpel preached to mey 
and have been invited in: I have been preached to 
and have been warned of this; but how have I hated 
inilruction, and mine heart deſpiſed reproof? I have 
not obcyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined 
mine ear to them that inſtructed me, Proverbs 5. 
IO. 11. Oh therefore, I ſay, poor ſoul! is there hope? 
then lay thine hand upon thy mouth, andikils.the 
duſt, aad cloſe in with the Lord Jeſus Chritt, and 
make much of his glorious mercy ; and iavite alſo 
thy. companions to cloſe in with the ſame Lord jefus 
Chriſt, Jelt one of you go to hell. before hand, and 
expect with griet of heart your companions to come 
after; and in the mean time, with anguiſh of heart do 
hgh and ſay, | | 

O ſend him to my companions and let him teltify to 
them, leſt they alſo come into this place of torment! 

Now then from what hath been ſaid, there might 
many things be ſpoken by way of uſc and application; 
but 1 ſhall de very brict, and but touch ſoc things 
and ſo wind up. 
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And firſt, I ſhall begin with the ſad condition of 
thoſe that die out of Chriſt, and ſpeak ſomethiqg to 
that. | 
Secondly, To the latter end of the parable, which 
more evidently concerns the ſcripture, and ſpeak ſome- 
what to that, 

1. Therefore you ſee, that the firſt part of the pa- 
rable contains a fad declaration of the (tate of one li- 
ving and dying out of Chriſt ; how that they loſe hea» 
ven for hell, God for the devil, light for darkneſs, 
joy for ſorrow. 

2. How that they have not ſo much as the leaſt 

comfort from God, who in the time they live here be- 
low, neglect coming to him for mercy ; not lo much 
as one drop of cold water, 

3. That ſuch ſouls will repent of their folly, when 
repentance will do them no good, or when they ſhall 
be paſt recovery. 

4. That all the comfort ſuch ſovls are like to have 
they have it in this world. 

5. That all their groanings and fighs will not move 
God to mitigate in the leaſt, his heavy hand of venge- 
ance that is upon them, for the tranſgreſſions they have 
committed againſt him. ut 

6. That their ſad itate is irrecoverable. or they 
mult never (mark) never come out of that condition. 

7. Their deſires will not be heard for their ungod- 
ly neighbours. 

From theſe things then I pray you conſider the (tate 
of thoſe that die out of Jeſus Chriſt, yea, I ſay, conſis 
der their miſerable (tate, and think thus with thy ſeſf. 
Well, if I negle& coming to Chriſt, | mult go to the 
devil and he will not neglet to fetch me away inte 
thoſe intolerable torments. 

Think thus with thyſelf, What ſhall I loſe a loop 
heaven for ſhort pleaſure? Shall I buy the pleaſures 
of this world at fo dear a rate, as to Joſe my ſoul for 
obtaining of that? Shall I content myſelf with a hea- 
ven that will laſt no longer than my lifetime? What 
advantage will theſe be to me, when {the Lord ſhall 
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ſeparate ſoul and body aſunder, and ſend one to the 

grave, and the other to hell, and at the judgment-day 

the final ſentence of eternal ruin mult be paſt upon 
5 1 


1+ Conſider, that the profits, pleaſures, and vani- 
ties of this world will not laſt for ever, but the time 
is coming. yea, juſt at the doors when they will give 
thee the ſlip. and leave thee in the ſuds, and in the 
brambles of all that thou haſt done, 

2. And therefore to prevent this thy diſmal ſtate, 
think thus with thyſelf. *Tis true, I do love my fins, 
my luſts and pleaſures ; but what good will they do 
me at the day of death and of judgment? Will my 
fins do me good then? Will they be able to help me 
when I come to fetch my laſt breath? What good 
will my profits do me? And what good will my va- 
nities do when death ſays he will have no nay ? What 
good will all my companions, fellow-jeſters, Jeerers, 
hars, drunkards, and al! my wantons do me? Will 
they help to eaſe the pains of hell? Will theſe help 
to turn the hand of God from inflicting his fierce an- 
ger upon me? Nay, will they not rather cauſe God to 
ſhew me no mercy, to give me no comfort; but ra- 
ther to thruſt me down into the hotteſt place ot hell, 
where | may {wim in tire and beimitone. 

3, Conlider thus with thyſelf would I be gl. to 
have ali, every one of my (ins to come in aguin t me, 
to inflame the juſtice of God againſt me? Would I 
be glad to be bound up in them, as the three children 
were bound in their cioaths, aud to be as :eally caſt 
into the fiery furnace of the wrath of aimighty Ged, 
8 they were into Nebuchadaczzar's tiery urn ice. 

4. Conſider thus; would | bc glad iv hae: all, and 
every one of the ten commandmeots, to diſcharge 
themſelves againſt my foul ? The set ſaying, Damn 
him, for he hath broken me. The ſecond, ſaying, 
Dama him, for he hath broken me, &c. 

Coaſider how terrible this will be, yea more ter- 
rible, then if thou ſhould't have ten of the o:gyelt 
pieces of ordnance in England to be diſcharged a- 
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gainſt thy body, thunder. thunder, one after another! 
Nay, this would not be comparable to the reports " 
that the law (for the breach thereof) will give a- ſc 
gainſt thy ſor]? For thoſe can but kill the body; but . 
theſe will kill both body and ſoul; and that not for. 
an hour, a day, a month, or a year, bur they: will li 
condemn thee for ever. | 1 
Mark, it is for ever. for ever. It is into everlaſt - d 
ing damnation, eternal deſtruction, eternal wrath and 
diſpleaſure from God. eternal gnawings of conſcience, 
eternal continuance with devils. Mi 
O conſider, it may be the thought of ſeeing the 
devil, doth now make thine hair to ſtand right upon | 
thy head. O but this, to be damned, to be among] © 
all the devils, and that not only for a time, as I faidf : A] 
before, but for ever, to all cternity, 
This is wonderfully miſerable, ever miſerable, that: 
no tongue of man, nor of angels, is able to expreſs it.] 2 
5, Conſider much with thyſelf, not only my ſins a- * 
gainſt the law will be laid to my charge, but alſo the 
ſins 1 have committed in lighting the goſpel, the glo- 
rious goſpel: Theſe alſo muſt come with a voice a} *! 
gainſt me. As thus, nay. he is worthy to be damned, al 
tor he rejected the goſpel, he lighted the free grace 
of God, rendered in the goſpel. How many umes 
was thou (damned wretch) invited, intreated, be- 
ſeeched to come to Chriſt, to accept of mercy, that 
thou mightelt have heaven, thy fins fins pardoned, 
thy ſoul ſaved, thy body and ſoul glorified, and al 
this for nothing but the acceptance, and thro? faith, 
forſaking thoſe imps of ſatan, which by their embrace: 
ments have drawn thee downward toward the gulf o 
God's ctet nal diſpleaſure, 8 
How often didit thou read the promiſes, yea; the 
free promiſes of the conmiou ſalvation ? How oft did 
thou read the ſweet counſels and admonitions of the 
golpel, to accept the grace of God? hut thou would- 
eſt not, thou regardeſt it noi, thou didſt flight all. 
2. As I would have thee to confider the fad and 
votul {tate of thoſe that die out of Chriſt, and arc 
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paſt all recovery, io would I have thee conſider the 
many mercies and priviledges thou enjoyeſt above 
ſome (peradventure)of thy companions that are de- 
parted to their proper place. 

As firlt, Conſider, thou haſt till the threed of thy 
life lengthned, which for thy fins might ſeven years 
ago, or more, have been cut aſunder, and thou have 


la- dropped dawn amongſt the flames. 
2. Conſider the terms of reconciliation by faith 


and 

nce, | in Chriſt, is ſtill proffered unto thee, and thou invited, 
yea, intreated to accept of it. 

the 3. Conſider, the terms of reconciliation are but 

pon (bear with me, tho? Ifay but) only to believe io Jeſus 

ong Chriſt, with that faith that puriſies the heart, and en · 


faigh ables thy ſoul to feed on him effectually, and be ſaved 
from this ſail ſtate. 
hat 4. Conſider, the time of thy departure is at hand, 
and the time is uncertain, and alſo that for ought thou 
knoweſt, the day of grace may be palt to thee betore 
the! thou dieſt, not laſting ſo long as the uncertain life of 
this world, And if ſo, then know for certain, that 
thou art as ſure to be damned, as if thou wert in hell 
ed, already, if thou convert not in the mean while, 
5. Conſider, it may be ſome of thy friends are giv» 
ing all diligence to make their calling and election ſure, 
be- being reſolved for heaven, and thou thy ſelf endea- 
hat] voureſt as faſt to make ſure of hell, as if reſolved to 
have it; and together with this, conſider how it will 
al - grieve thee, that while thou wert making ſure of hell, 
ch. thy friends were making ſure of heaven, but more of 
ce this by and by. 
of 6. Conſider, what a fad reflection this will have on 
thy ſoul, to ſec thy friends in heaven, and thy ſelf in 
hell hell; thy father in heaven, and thou in hell; thy mo- 
lid ther in heaven, and thou in hell; thy brother, thy 
he lilter, thy children in heaven, and thou in hell. As 
d- Chriſt ſaid to the Jews of their relations according to 
the fleſh, ſo may I ſay to thee concerning thy triends; 


ad there ſhall be weeping and wailing and goaihing ot 
| H | 


9 
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teeth, when you ſhall ſee your fathers and mothers, 
brethren and filters, husbands, and wives, children 
and kinsſolk, with your friends and neighbours in the 
kingdom of heaven, and thou thy ſelf thruſt out, 
Luke 13. 27, r 


But again, becauſe I would not only tell thee of the 


damnabie ſtate of thoſe that die out of Chriſt but alſo 
perſwade thee to take hold of life, and go to heaven, 
take notice of theſe following things. 

1. Conſider, that whatever thou canſt do, as to thy 
acceptance with God, is not worth the dirt of thy ſhoes, 
but is all as menſtrous rags, Iſa. 64. 6. 

2. Conlider, That all the conditions of the new 

covenant (as to ſalvation) are and have been compleat- 
ly fullflled by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that for ſin- 
ners. 
3. Conſider that the Lord calls to thee, for to re- 
ceive whatſoever Chriſt hath done, and that on free 
colt, Rev. 22. I7. 

4. Conſider, that thou canit not honour God more, 
than to cloſe in with his proffers of grace, mercy, and 
pardon of ſin, Rom. 4. 

Again, that which will add to all the reſt, thou ſhalt 
have the very mercy of God, the blood of Chriſt, the 
preachers of the word together with every ſermon: 
all the promiſes, invitations, exhortations, and all the 
counſels and threatnings of the bleſſed word of God; 
thou ſhalt have all thy thoughts, words and actions, 
together with all thy food, thy rayment thy ſleep, thy 
goods, and alſo all hours, days, weeks, months and 
years, together with whatſoever elle God hath given 
thee; I ſay, thy abuſe of all theſe ſhall come up in 
judgment agaioſt thy ſoul, For God will reckon 
with thee, for every thing, whether it be good or 
bad; Eccl. 12 14. 

5. Nay further, it is ſo unreaſonable a thing for a 
ſinner to refuſe the goſpel, that the very devils them · 
ſelves will come in againſt thee as well as Sodom, that 
damned crew: may not they, I ſay, come i againſt thee, 
and ſay, O thou ſimple man! O vile wretch | that had 
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not ſa much care of thy ſoul, thy precious ſoul, as the 
bealt hath of his young, or the dog of the very bone 
that lyeth before him. Was thy ſoul worth ſo much, 
and didit thou fo little regard it; were the thunder 
claps of the law ſo terrible, and didſt thou ſo light 
them ! beſides was the goſpel fo treely, ſo frequeat- 
ly, lo fully tendered to thee, and yet halt thou rejec- 
ted all thele things? | 

Halt thou valued (in at a higher rate than thy foul ? 
than God, Chriſt. angels, ſaints and communion with 
them in eternal bleſſedneſs and glory ? walt thou not 
told of hell fire, thoſe intollerable flames? didſt thou 
never hear of tholc iatollerable roarings of the dam- 
ned ones that are therein? didit thou never hear or 
read that doleful ſaying in the 16th of Luke, how 
the ſinful man cries out among the flames. One drop 
ot water to cool my tongue ? thus I ſay may the very 
devils, being ready to go with thee into the burnin 
furaace of fre and brimſtone, tho? not for ſins of ſo 
high a nature as thine, trembling ſay, O that Chriſt 
had died for «devils, as he died for man! and, Oh that 
the golpel had been preached to us, as it hath been to 
thee ! how would we have laboured to have cloſed in 
with it? but wo be to us, for we might never have 
it proffered, no, not in the leait, tho' we would 
have been glad of it, But you, you have had it prot- 
fered, preached and proclaimed unto you, Prove 8. 4. 
Belides, you have been intreated and beſeeched 
to accept of it, but you would not. O ſimple fools! 
that might have eſcaped wrath, vengeance, hell fire, 
and, that to all eternity, and had no heart at all to do 


M. | 

6. May not the meſſeogers of Jeſns Chriſt alſo come 
in with a ſhrill and terrible note agaiaſt thy, ſoul, when 
thou ſtandeſt at the bar of God's juſtice, ſaying, nay, 
thou ungodly one, how often halt thug been forewar- 
ned of this day ? did we not ſound an alarum in thine 


often didſt thou hear us tell thee of theſe things? did 
we not tell thee ſin would damn thy foul 2? did we not 
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tell thee, that without converſion, there was no ſal- 
vation ? did we not tell thee, that they who loved 
their ſins, ſhould be damned at this dark and gloomy 
day (as thou art like to be?) yet did we not tell thee, 
that God out of his love to ſinners, ſent Chriſt to die 
for them, that they might (by coming to him) be ſav- 
ed? did we not tell thee of theſe things? did we not 
run, ride, labour and ſtrive abundantly(if it might have 
been) for the good of thy ſoul (tho' now a damned 
ſoul) did we not ventare our goods, our names, our 
lives ? yea, did we not even kill our ſelves with our 
earneſt intreatings of thee to conſider of thine eſtate, 
and by Chriſt to eſcape this dreadful day? O fad 
doom! when thou {ſhalt be forced, full ſore againſt 
thy will, to fall under the truth of this judgment, 
ſaying, O how have I hated inſtruction, and how hath 
my heart deſpiſed reproof ! (for indeed) J have not 
obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor iaclined mine 
car to them that inflrutted me, Pro. 4 11, 12, 13+ 

7. May nor thy father, thy mother, thy brother, 
thy lifter, thy friend, &c. appear with gladneſs againft 
thee at the terrible day? ſaying Oh thou filly wretch ! 
how rightly hath God met with thee ? O how righs 
teouſſy doth his ſentence paſs upon thee ? remember, 
thou wouldſt not be ruled, nor perſwaded in thy life 
time; as thou didſt not care for us and our admonitt« 
ons then, ſo neither do we care for thy rain. Ter- 
ror and damnation now. No, but we will ſtand on 
God's fide in ſentencing of thee to that portion which 
the devils muſt be partakers of, The righteous thall 
rejoice when he ſecth the vengeance, he ſhalt waſh 
his foot in the blood of the wicked, Pſal. 5.8. 10 0 
{ad tit is enough to make mountains tremble, and the 
rocks rend in pieces, to hear this doleſul found, Cons 
ſider tlieſe things, and if thou wouldlt be loath to be 
in this condition, then have a care of living in ſin now. 
How loath wilt thou be to be thruſt away from the 
gates of heaven? and how loath wilt thou be to be 
deprived of the mercy of God ? 

How unwillingly wilt thou fer foot forward torward 
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he lake of fire: never did malefaQtor ſo unwillingly 
turn off the ladder, when the halter was about 
his neck, as thou wilt turn from God to the devil, 
from heaven to hell, when the ſentence is paſſed upon 
thy ſoul. 1 nfs 
Ohl bow wilt thou ſigh and groan ? how williogly 
would(t thou hide thy ſelt, and run away from juſtice ? 
but alas! as it is with them that ate on the ladder 
ready to be exccuted, fo it will be with thee, They 
would fain run away, but there are many halbard 
men to ſtay them: and ſo the angels of God will be- 
ſet thee round, I ſay, round on vẽ,ty fide; ſo- that 
thou mayelt indeed look, but run thou canſt not: 
thou mayelt, wiſh thy ſelf under ſome great rock or 
mountain, Rev. 6. 15, 16. But how to get under 
Oh how unwilling wilt thou be to let thy father go: 
to heaven without thee, thy mother or friends, &c. yo 
to heaven without thee ? how willingly wouldeſt thou 
hang on them, and not let them go? O father, cannot 
you help me? mother, cannot you do me ſome good? 
Oh how, loath am I to burn and fry in hell. while you 
are ſingiog in heaven ! but alas, the father, mother, 
or friends re ject them, ſlight them, and turn their 
backs upon them, ſaying, you would have none of 
heaven in your life-time, therefore you ſhall have 
none of it now: you lighted our counſels then; and 
we ſlight your tears, cries, and condition now. What 
ſayſt, thou, inner ? will not this per ſwade thine heart. 
nor make thee bethink thy ſelf? this is now before 
thou fall into that dreadful place, that fiery furnace. 
But O conſider how dreadful the place it ſelf, the de- 
vils themſelves, the fire it ſelf will be! and think at 
the end of all, here, thou muſt lye for ever, here thou 
muſt fry, for ever, and for ever. This will be more 
to thee. than any man with tongue can expreſs or 
with pen can write. There is none that can, I fay, 
by the ten thouſandth part, diſcoyer the ltate and 
condition of ſuch a ſoul. 5 | 
THT 3 


90 Sighs from Hell; Or, 


I ſhall conclude this then with a ſe conſideration! 
of enconragement, nit ROTGOE 
1. Conſider (for I would ſaia have thee come in, 
ſinner) that there is way made by Jefos Chrilt for 
them that are under the curſe of God, to come to this 
comfortable and bleſſed ſtate of Lazarus, I was ſpeak · 
mg of, See Eph. 2. W 0h 1 

2. Conſider, what pains Chriſt Jeſus took for ran- 
foming of thy ſoul from all the curſes, thunder elaps, 
and tempeſts of the law; from all the intollerable 
flames of hell; from that ſoul-ſinking appearance of 
thy perſon (on the left hand) before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt Jeſus, from everlaſting fellowthip, with 
mnumerable companies of yelling, and ſou} amaziny 
devils, l ſay, conſider what pains the Lord 
Chriſt took in bringing in redemption for ſianers, from 
theſe things. 

1. In that, though he was rich, yet he became poor, 
that thou, through his poverty, might be made rich, 
2. Cor 8. 9. he laid aſide his glory, John 17. and be- 
came à ſervant, Phil. 2. he left the company of angels, 
and encountred with the devil, Luke 4. Mat. 4 he 
left heaven's eaſe for a time, to lye upon hard moun- 
tains, John. 8, in a word he became poorer than they 
that go with flail and rake ; yea, than the very birds, ov 
foxes, and all to do thee good. Beſides, confider a lit- 
tle of thoſe unſpeakable and intollerable flightings and 
rejections, and the manifold abuſes that came from 
man upon him. How he was falſly accuſed. being a 
ſweer, harmleſs, and andefiled Lamb. How he was 
undervalued, ſo that a murtherer was counted tefs 
worth of condemnation than he. Beſides, how they 
mocked him, ſpit on him, beat him over the head wit 
ſtaves, had the hair pluck'd from his cheeks. I gave 
my back to ſmiters, (ſaith he) and my ebeeks to them 
that pluck'd off the hair, 1 hid not my face from-ſhame 
and ſpitting. His head crowned with thorns, his hands 
pierced with nails, aod his fide with a ſpear; toge* 
ther with how they uſed him, ſcourged him, and ſo 
miſerably miſuſing him, that they had even ſpent him 
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in a great meaſure before they did crucify him. In- 
ſomuch, that there was another fain to carry his 
erols. _ 

Again, not only this, but Jay to heart a linle what 
he received trom God his dear father, though he 
were his dear and tender ſon. Firlt, in that he did 
reckon him the greateſt ſinner and rebel in the world; 
for he laid the fins of thouſands, and ten thoulandss 
and thouſands of thoaſands, of linners to his charge, 
Ma. 5 3. and cauſed him to drink the terrible cup that 
was due to them all; and not only fo, but did delight 
in ſo doing: for it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. 
God delt indeed with his ſon, as Abraham would have 
dealt with Iſaac, Ay, and more terribly by ten thou- 
ſand parts: For he did not only tear his body like a 
lyon, but made his ſoul an offering for ſin. And this 
was not done feignedly, but really (for Juſtice called 
for it) he ſtanding in the room of tinners ? witneſs that 
horrible and unſpeakable agony that fell on him ſud- 
denly in the garden, as if all the vials of Gods un- 
ſpeakable ſcalding vengeance had been caſt upon him 
all at once and all the devils in hell had been broken 
looſe from thence at once to deitroy him, and that for 
ever? inſomuch that the very-pangs of death ſetzed 
upon him in the fame hour. For, ſamh he, my ſout'is 
exceeding lorrowful and amazed, even unto death, 
Mark. 14. 33, 34. 1 
Witne is alſo that ſtrange kind of ſweat that trickled 
gown his moſt bleſſed face where it is ſaid ; and he 
ſweat, as it were great drops, or clodders of blood, 
wickting down to the ground. O Lord Jeſus | What 
o load didit thou 'earry } What a burthen didit thou 
bear of the ſins of the world; and the wrath of God ! 
Oo didft not only bleed at noſe and mouth, with 
the preſſute that lay upon thee, but thou waſt ſo preſ- 
ſed. ſo loaden, that the pure blood guihed through the 
fleſh avd skin, and fo ran trickling down to the ground. 
And his ſweat was as it were great drops of blood, 
trickling or falling down to the ground, Luke. 22. 44+ 


5 — — — — 2 — 
= 


92 Sighs from Hell; Or, 


go on in ſin ? canſt thou think of this, and defer repens 
tance one hour longer? O heart of flint! yea harder, 
O miſerable wretch! what place ia hell will be hot 
enough for thee to have thy ſoul put into, if thou 
ſhall perſiſt or go on (till to add iniquity to iniquity, 
Beſides, his ſoul went down to hell, Pal. 16. 10. 
Act. 2. 31. and his body to the bars of the grave. 
And had hell, death or the grave been ſtrong enough 
to hold him, then he had ſuffered the vengeance. of 
eternal fire to all eternity. But, O bleſſed Jeſus ! how 
didſt thou diſcover thy love to man of thy: thus ſuffer- 
ing? and, O God the father ! how did(t thou ailo 
declare thy purity, and exactneſs of thy, juſtices ig 
that, tho' it was thine only, holy, innoceot, harmleſs,. 


and undefiled ſoo. Jeſus, that did take on him our na: 


ture, and repreſent. our perſons, anſwering - {or our, 


ſins, inſtead of our ſelyes: thou didſt ſo wonderfully. 


pour out thy wrath, upon him, to the making of him 
cry out, My Ged, my, God, why halt thou forſaken 
me? and, O Lord, Jelus! What a glorious conqueſt 
haſt thou made over the enemies of our ſouls, even 
wrath, ſin, death, hell and devils,, in that thou didit 
wring thy ſelf from under the power of them all? and. 


not only ſo, but haſt, led them captive which would 


have led us captive ; and alſo halt received fox us, 
that glorious and, unſpeakable inheritance, that eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entred. 


into the heart of man to conceive. And alſo halt given 
them ſome diſcovery. thereof through thy ſpirit. A Gor. 


And now ſinner, together with this conſider, 


Fourthly, that though Jeſus Chrilt hath, done, all 
theſe things for, ſinners, yet the devils make it their 
whole work, and continual ſtudy, how they may keep... 
thee and others from enjoying of theſe; bleſſed prixir 


ledges, that have been thus obtained for ſinners, by 
this ſweet Jeſus. He Jabours, I ſa r 
Firſt, To keep thee ignorant of thy (late by re. 
1 To harden thy heart agaialt the ways 
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Thirdly, To inflame thy heart with love to fin, and 
the ways of darkneſs. 

And, Fourthly, To get thee to continue therein. 
For that is the way, he knows, to get thee to be a 
partaker with him of flaming hell fire, even the ſame 
that he himſelf is fallen into; together with the reſt 
of the wicked world, by reaſon of ſin: look to it 
therefore, | 

But now, in the next place, a word of encourage» 
ment to you that are the ſaints of the Lord. 

1. Confider what an happy ſtate thou art in, that 
haſt gotten the faith of the Lord Jeſus into thy foul; 
(But be ſure thou have it) I ſay, how ſafe, how ſure, 
how happy art thou. For when others go to hel}, thou 
mult go to heaven; when others go to the devil, thou 
mult go to God; when as others go to priſon, thou 
malt be ſet at liberty, at caſc, and at freedom; when 
others mait roar for ſorrow of heart, then thou 
ſhalt alſo ſing for the joy of heart. 

Secondly, Conlider thou mult have all thy well- 
ſpent life to follow thee, inflcad of all thy fins, and 
the glorious bleſſings of the goſpel, inſtead of the 
dreadiul curſes and condemnations of the law; the 
bleſſing of the father, inſtead of a firey ſentence fr 
the judge, * ö 

1 hirdly, Let diſſolutios come when it will, it can 
do thee no harm; for it will de but only a paſſage 
out of a priſon imo a palace, out of a fea of troubles, 
into an heaven of reſt ; out of a croud of enemies, to 
an innumerable company ot true, loving and faithful 
friends ; out ot ſhame, reproach, and contempr, into 
exceeding great and eternal glory, For death ſhall 
not hurt thee with his ſting, nor bite thee with his 
ſoul-»murderiog tceth, but ſhall be a welcome gacit to 
thee, even to thy foul, in that it is ſent to free thee 
from thy troubles which thou art in whilelt here id 
this wortd, dwelling in the tabernacle of clay. 

Fourthly, Conſider however it goes with friends 
and relations, yer it will go well with thee, Eccl. 8. 
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However it goes with the wicked, yet I know; 
Mark, yet | know, (faith he) that it ſhall go well with 
them that fear the Lord, that fear betore him, 
And therefore let this in the firlt place cauſe thee 
chearfully to exerciſe thy patience under all the cala- 
mities, croſſes, troubles and afflictions that may come 
upon thee ; and by patient continuance in well doing, 
to commit both thy ſelf and thine affairs and actions 
into the hands of God, through Jeſus Chrilt, as to a 
faithful creator, who is true in his word, and loveth 
to give unto thee whatſoever he hath promiſed to 
thee. 

And therefore to encourage thee, while thou art 
be re with comfort, to hold on for all thy croſſes in 
this thy journey, be much in conſidering the place that 
thou muit go into, ſo ſoon as diſlolution comes. 

It mult be into heaven, to God the judge of all, to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect, to the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt born, whoſe names are written in 
heaven, and to Jeſus (the redeemer) who is the me- 
diator of the new covenant, and to the blood of ſprin- 
kling, that ſpeaks better things for thee than Abel's 
did for Cain, Heb. 11. 22, 23, 24. 

3. Conſider, that when the time of the dead, that 
they ſhall be raiſed is come, then ſhall thy body be 
raiſed out of the grave, and be gloribed ; and be made 
like to Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 3. 21. O excellent conditi- 
on! u „ | | 
4. When Jeſus Chriſt ſhall fit on the throne of his 
gory, you ſhall alſo fit with him, even when he ſhall 

t on the throne of his glory. O will not this be glo- 
rious, that when, thouſands, aud thouſands of thou- 
ſands ſhall be arraigned before the judgment ſeat of 
Chrilt, then for them to fit with him upon the throne, 
together with him to paſs tue ſentence upon the un- 
godly, 1. Cor. 6. 2. 3. Will it not be glorious to en- 
joy thofe things that ey hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath entre. into che heart of man to conceive ? 

Will it not be giorious to have this ſentence, came 
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ſoul ſhould be ſaved, and that not from a little, but a 
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ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the kin gdom prepar- 
ed for you before the foundation of the world ? will 
it not be glorious to enter then with the angels and 
ſaints into that glorious kingdom ? will it not be glo, 
rious for thee to be in glory with them while others 
are in unutterable torments? O then! how will it 
comfort thee to ſee thou haſt not loſt that glory; to 
think that the devil hath not got thy ſoul, that thy 


reat exceeding danger; not with a little, but a great 
— O therefore let the ſaints be joyful in 
glory, let them triumph over all their enemies. Let 
them begin to ſing heaven upon earth, triumph be- 
fore they come to glory, ſalvation, even when they 
are in the midſt of their enemies, For this honour 
ſhall all his ſaints have, Pſal. 149. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
© Verſe 29. Abraham ſaid unto him, they have Moſes 
and the prophets, Jet them hear them, | 
N the verſes foregoing, you ſee there is a diſcovery, 
of the lamentable ſtate of the poor ſoul that dies 
out of Chriſt, and the ſpecial favour of God. And alſo, 
how little the glorious God of heaven doth regard, 
and take notice of their moſt miſerable condition. 
Now in this Verſe, he doth magnify the word 
which was ſpoken to the people by the prophets and 
apoſtles, They have Moſes and the prophets, jet them 
hear them. As if he ſhould lay, thou askeſt me, that 
I ſhould ſend Lazarus back again into the world, to 
preach to them that live there. that they might eſcape 
that doleful place that thou art in: what needs that? 
have they not Moſes and the prophets ? have they not 
had my miniſters and ſervants ſent unto them, and 
coming as from me ; 1 feat Enoch and Noah, Moſes 
and Samuel; 1 ſent David, Ilaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hoſea, aud the reſt ot the prophets, together 
with Peter, Paul, John, Matthew, james, Jude. with 
the reſt, Let them hear them. What they have ſpo- 
ken by divine inſpiration, I will own, whether it be 
for the damn+t on ot theſe that reje dl, or the ſaviug bf 
them that receive their doctrine, And therefore what 
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need have they that one ſhould be ſent unto them in 
another way: they have Moſes and the prophets, let 
them hear them; let them receive their words, cloſe 
in with the doctrine declared by them. I ſhall not 
at this time ſpeak any — to that word (Abraham) 
having touched upon it already; but ſhall tell you 
what is to be underſtood by theſe words, They have 
Moſes and the prophets, let them hear them. The 
things that I ſhall obſerve from hence, are theſe. 1. 
That the ſcriptures ſpoken by the holy men of God, 
are a ſufficient rule to inſtruct to ſalvation, them that 
do aſſuredly believe and cloſe in with what they hold 
forth, They have Moſes and the prophets, let them 
hear them. That is, if they would eſcape that dole · 
ful place, and be ſaved indeed from the intollerable 
pains of hell-fire, as they deſire, they have that which 
is fufficient to counſel them. They have Moſes and 
the prophets, let them be inſtructed by them, let them 
bear them, 2. Tim. 3. 16, 17- for all ſcripture is 
given w inſpiration of God, and is profitable — doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs; why, that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed to every good work. 

Do but mark theſe words, all ſcripture is profitable : 
all. rake it where you will, and in what place you will: 
all is profitable, for what? that the man of God, or 
he that is bound for heaven, and would inſtru others 
4n their progreſs thither, 

It is profitable to inſtruct him, (in caſe he be igno- 
rant ) to reprove him, in caſe he tranſgreſs, to corre: 
him, if he hath need of it; to confirm him, if he be 
wavering, It is profitable for doctrine, and all this 
in a very righteous way, that the poor ſoul may not 
only be helped, but throughly furniſhed, not only to 
ſome, but to all good works. And when Paul, would 
counſel Timothy, ta {tick clole to the things that art 
ſound and ſure, preſently he puts him upon the ſcrip- 
tures, ſaying, thou haſt from a child known the ſcrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wile unto ſalva- 
tion through faith which is in Ch:1it Jeſus. The 
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ſcripture holds forth God's mind and will of his love 
and mercy towards man, and alſo the creatures car» 
ſe | riage towards him from ſirſt to laſt; ſo if thou would(t 
ot know the love of God in Chriſt to ſinners, then ſearch 
) the ſcriptures, for they are they that teſtify of him. 
Wouldſt thou know what thou art, and what is in 
thy heart? then ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſee what's 
he written in them, Rom. 3. from 9. to 18. Ro.1. 19. 30, 
'# 31, 32. Jer. 17 9 Gen. 6. 5+ cap. 8. 21. Eph, 4 
d, 18, with many others. The ſcriptures, I ſay, they 
are able to give a man perfect inſtruction into any of 

1d the things of God, neceſſary to faith and godlinely if 
he hath but an honeſt heart, ſerioufly to weigh and 


m 
as pooder the ſeveral things contained in them. As to 
Je | Inſtance in things more particular for the furthe: cicar- 
ch | ing up of this: And farlt, if we come to the creation 

ad of the world 
os Would{t thou know ſomewhat concerning that? 
_ then read Gen. x. and 2. chapters, and compare them 
with Pſal. 33. at the 6. alſo Ia. 66. 2. Prov. 8. to- 


wards the end. 

* Would(t thou know whether he made them of 
ſomething or nothing, Read Heb. 11. 3. 

I _ Would(t thou know whether he put put forth any 
11: labour in making them as we do in making things? 
ou read Pſal. 33. 2. | 

If thou wouldſt know whether man was made by 
God corrupt or upright, read Eccl. 7. 26. Gen, 1. 10. 


0 18, 25, 31. 


f Wouldſt thou know where God did place man af= i 
bell ter he had made him? read Gen. 2. 15. — 
ies Wouldſt thou know whether that man did live there 

ot all his time or not? then read Gen. 3. 23, 24. 

to If thou wouldſt know whether man be (till ia that 


Id ſtate by nature, that God did place him in? then read 
Eccl. 7. 26. and compare it with Ro. 5 16. and Eph. 


7 2. 1, 2, 3. God made man upright, but he hath ſought 
p- | - Out many inventions. | 
It thou wouldit know whether man were firſt be- 


ne | guiled, or the woman, that God made an help meet 
| l 
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for him, read Gen. 3. 6. and compare it with 1. 
Tim. 2. 14. | 

Would(t thou know whether God looked upon A- 
dam's eating the 8 tree to be ſin or no? read 
Rom. 5. 12, 13, 14% 5. and compare it with Gen. 

1 
. Would(t thou know whether it were the devil who 
beguiled them, or whether it was a natural ſerpent, 
ſuch as do haunt the deſolate places? read Gen. 3. 
12. with Rev. 20. 1, 2 3. 

Would(t thou know whether that ſin be imputed to 
us? read Rom. 5. 12, 13, 14. 15. and compare with 
Eph. 2. 2. 

Wouldit thou know whether man was curſed for 
his ſin? read Gal. 5. 10. Rom. 5. 15. 

Wouldſt thou know whether the curſe did fall on 
man or on the whole creation with him, compareGen, 
3. 7. with Rom. 8. 20, 21, 22. 

Wouldſt thou know whether man be defiled in eve- 
Ty part of him, by the ſin he hath committed? then 
read Iſa. 1.6, 

Wouldſt thou know man's inclination ſo ſoon as he 
is born? read Plal. 58. 3. the wicked are eſtranged 
from the womb, they go altray ſo ſoon as they be 
born. 

Wouldſt thou know whether man once fallen from 
God by tranſgreſſion, can recover himſelf by all he 
can do? then read Rom. 3. 20. 23. 

Wouldſt thou know whether it be the deſire of the 
heart of man by nature, to follow God in his own 
way or no ? compare Gen, 6. 5.and Gen, 8. 21. with 
Hol. x1. 7. 

Wouldit thou know how God's heart ſtood affected 
towards man before the world began ? compare 
Eph. 1. 4. with 2 Tim. 2.9. 

Wouldſt thou know whether fin were ſufficient to 
draw God's love from his creatures? compare Jer, 
3. 7. and Micah 7. 18. with Rom. 5. 6, 7, 8. 

Wouldſt thou know whether God's love did till 
abide towards his creatures for any thing they could 


do to make him amends ? then read Deut. 21. 5, 6. 


„chat did out of his love die for ſinners? then com- 
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7.8. 

Wouldſt thou know how God could ſtill love his 
creatures, and do his juſtice no wrong? read Rom. 
3. 24, 25, 26. being jultified freely by his grace, thro? 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation for ſin through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſ- 
fion of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of 
God, To declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſ- 
neſs, that he might be jult, and the juſtiſier of him 
that believeth in Jclus. That is, God having his juſtice 
ſatished in the blood and righteouſneſs, and death of 
his own ſon Jeſus Chriſt for the ſins of poor ſinners, 
he can now ſave them that come to him; though ne- 
ver ſo great ſianers, and do his juſtice no wrong, be- 
cauſe it hath had a full and compleat ſatisfaction given 
it by that blood, 1 Joh. 2.7, 8. 

Wouldſt thou know who he was, and what he was, 


pare Joh. 3. 16, 17. Rom. 5. 8. with a. 9. 6. 
Woald(t thou know whether this ſaviour had a 
body of fleſh and bones, before the world was, or took 
it from the virgin Mary? then read Gal. 4. 4+ 
Would(t thou know whether he did in that body 
bear all our fins, and where, then read 1 Pet. 2. 4» 
who bore our {ins in his own body on the tree. 
Wouldſt thou know whether he did riſe again af; 
ter he was crucified, with the very ſame body, then 
read Luke 24. at ver. 38, 39, 40, 41 
Would(t thou know whether he did cat or drink with 
his diſciples after he aroſe out of the grave, then 
read Luke 24. 42. and Acts. 10. 41. 
If thou wouldit be perſwaded of the truth of this, 
that that very body, is now above the clouds, and 
{tars, read Acts. 1. 9, 10, 11. and Luke 24. towards 
the end. 

If thou wouldſt know that the Quakers holds an 
error, that ſay the body of Chriſt is within them; 
conſider the ſame ſcripture. 
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Wouldſt thou know what that Chriſt that died for 


- , Ginners is ſo doing in that place whether he is gone? 


then read Heb. 7. 24 

Wouldſt thou know who ſhall have life by him. 
Read 1 Tim. 1. 14. 15. and Rom, 5, 6, 7, 8. which 
fay, Chriſt died for ſinners, for the ungodly. 

Wouldſt thou know whether they that live and die 
in their fins ſhall go to heaven or not ? then read 1. 
Cor. 6. 10. Rev. 21. 8, 27. which faith, they ſhall 
have their part in the lake that burns with ſire and 
brimſtone. 

Wouldſt thou know, whether man's obedience will 
obtain that Chriſt ſhould die for them or ſave them ? 
them read Mark 2. 17 Rom. 5. 7. 

Wouldſt thou know whether righteouſneſs, juſti- 
heation and ſanctiſication doth come through the vir- 
tue of Chriſt's blood ? compare Rom. 5.9. with Heb, 
12. 12, 

Wouldſt thou know whether a natural man can ab- 
ſtain from the outward act of fin againſt the law, 
meerly by a principle of nature ? then compare well 
Rom, 2. 14. with Phil 3. 6. 

Wouldſt thow know whether a man by nature may 
know ſomething of the inviſible things of God? com - 
pare ſeriouſly Rom 20, 21. with Rom. 2. 14, 15. 

Wouldſt thou know how far a man may go on in 
a profeſſion of the goſpel, and yet fall away? then 
read Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. they may taſte the good word 
of God and the powers, of the world to come : they 
may taſte the heavenly gift, and be partakers of the 
holy Ghoſt, and yet ſo fall as never to be recovered 
or renewed again unto repentance, ſee alſo Luke. 13. 

Wouldſt thou know how hard it is to go to hea» 
ven ? read Mat. 7. 13, 14, Luke 13. 24. 

Wouldſt thou know whether a man by nature be a 
friend to God, or an enemy? then read Rom. 5. 11. 
Col. 1. 21. 

Wouldſt thou know what, or who they are that 
ſhall go to heaven? then read John 3. 3, 5, 7. and 
2 Cor. 5. 17, alſo wouldſt thou know what a fad 


aways 8 


The Groans of a Damned Soul. 01 


thing it is for any to turn their backs upon the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? then read Heb. 10. 28, 29. and 
Mark. 16. 16. 

Would(t thou know what is the wages of fin ? then 
read Rom. 6. 23. | 

Would(t thou know whether thoſe do go that die 
unconverted to the faith of Chriſt ? then read Pſal. 9. 
17. and Ia. 14. 9. 

Reader, here might I ſpend many ſheets of paper, 
yea, I might upon this ſubje&, write a very great 


book, but I ſhall now forbear, defiring thee to be 


very converſant in the ſcriptures, for they are they 
that will teſtify of Jeſus Chriſt, John. 5. 39. the 
Bereans were counted noble upon this account; theſe 
were more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readineſs of mind ; 


and ſearched the ſcriptures daily, &c. Acts. 17 11. 


but here let me give thee one caution, that is, have a 
care that thou do nor fatisfy thy ſelf with a bare 
ſearch of them, without a real application of him 
whom they teſtify of, to thy ſoul, leſt inſtead of far- 
ing better for thy doing this work, thou fare a great 
deal the worſe, and thy condemnation be very much 
heightned in that, tho' thou did(t read fo often the 
ſad (tate of thoſe that die in fin, and the glorious e- 
ſtate of them that cloſe in with Chriſt, yet thou thy 
ſelf ſhouldſt be ſuch a fool as to loſe Jeſus Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding thy hearing and reading lo plentifully 


af him. 


They have Moſes and the prophets, let them hear 
them.] 

As if he ſhould ſay, what need have they, that one 
ſhould be ſent to them from the dead? have they 
not Moſes and the prophets? hath not Moſes told 
them the danger of living in ſin? Deut. 27. from ver. 
15. to ver 26. and Chap. 28. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20» 
&c. to the end of the chap. alſo Chap. 29. 18, 19, 20, 
21. hath he not there told them what a {ad (tate theſe 
perſons are in, that deceive themſelves with the de- 
ccit of their hearts, ſaying, they ſhall have peace, 
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though they follow their ſins in theſe words; and 
when he heareth the words of this curſe he bleſſeth 
himſelf in his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace tho 
I go onor walk in the imagination of my heart, to add 
drunkenneſs to thirſt. The Lord will not ſpare that 
man, but then the anger of the Lord, and his jealouſy 
ſhall ſmoke againſt him, and all the curſes that are 
written in this book ſhall lye upon him, and the Lord 
ſhall blot out his name from under heaven. 

Again, did not Moſes write of the ſaviour that was 
to come afterwards into the world? Deut. 18. 18. 
nay, have not all the prophets from Samuel, with all 
thoſe that follow after, propheſied, and foretold theſe 
things ? therefore what need have they that | ſhould 
work ſuch a miracle as to ſend one from the dead un- 
to them? they have Moſes and the prophets, let them 
hear them. | 

From whence obſerve again, that God doth honour 
the writings of Moſcs and the prophets 2s much, nay 
more than if one ſhould rife from the dead : ſhould 
not a people ſeek unto their God ? what ſeek for the 
living among the dead? to the law and to the teſti- 
monies (faith God) if they ſpeak not according to this 
word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. Iſa 8. 
19. 20. and let me tell you vlainly, I do belive that 
the devil knows this full well, which makes him la- 
bour to beget in the hearts of his diſciples and follow- 
ers, light thoughts of them; and doth perſwade them, 
that even a motion from their own be guiled conſei- 


once, or from his own wicked ſpirit, is to be obſerved 


and obeyed before them: when the very apoſtle of 
Jeſus Chriſt, tho? he heard a voice from the excellent 
glory, ſaying, this is my beloved ſon, &c. yet writing 
to the churches, he commends the writings of the 
prophets before it, ſaying, we have alſo a more fore 
word of prophecy, unto which ye do well to take heed 
&c. 2. Pet. 1, 17, 18, 19. now if thou doubteſt whe- 
ther in that place be meant the fſeriptures, the 
words of the prophets or no ; read but the next verſe, 
where he addeth for a certain confirmation thereof 
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theſe words : knowing · this firſt, that there is no 
pheſy of the ſcriptures of any private interpretation: 
for propheſy came not in old time by the will of 
man, bat holy men of God ſpake as they were moved- 
by the holy Ghoſt. c 

And therefore, what a ſad thing is it for thoſe that 
go about to diſown the ſcriptures, I tell you hows 
ever they may ſlight them now, yet when they come 
into hell they will ſee their folly ? they have Moſes 
and the prophets, let them hear ther), 

Further, who are they, th t are to toſſed to and fro 
with the ſeveral winds of doctrine that have been 
broached in theſe days, but ſuch for the molt part, as 
have had a light eſteem of the ſcriptures; tor the 
ground of error (as Chriſt faith) is becauſe they know 
not them, Mark 12. 24. and indeed, it is juſt with 
God to give them over to follow their own dark blind- 
ed conſciences, to be led into errors, that they might 
be damned into hell, who did not believe that the 
things contained in the ſcriptures were the truth, that 
they might be ſaved an i goto heaven. I cannot wel! telÞ 
how to have done ſpeaking for, and on the ſcriptures- 
fide, only this 1 conſider, a word is enough to the 
wiſe: and therefore | ſhall commit theſe things into 
the hands of them that are of God: and as for the 
reſt, 1 ſhall ſay to them, rather than God will ſave 
them from hell with the breach of his holy word, if 
they had a thouſand ſouls a- piece, God would deſtroy: 
them all; for the ſcriptures cannot be broken, John 
10. 35. jar 

Verſe 30. And he faid, nay, father Abraham, but 
ii one went unto them from the dead, they would re- 

nt. 8 
HE Verſe before, you know, as 1 told you, it 

was part of an anſwer to ſuch as loſe their 
ſouls : ſo is it a vindication of the ſcriptures of Moſes 
and the prophets; they have Moles and the prophets, 
let them hear them. 

Now this verſe is an anſwer to what was ſaid in the 
former ; and ſuch an oue as hath init a rejection of the 
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former anſwer. Nav, father Al»aham, nay, faith he, 
do not ſay ſo, do not put them off with this; ſend 
one from the dead, and then there will be ſome 
hopes: *Tis tr ue, thou ſpeakeſt of the ſcripture, of 
Moſes and the prophets, and ſayeſt, let them hear 
them; but theſe things are not ſo well as I could wiſh, 
I had rather thou wouldſt ſend one from the dead. In 
theſe words therefore, nay, father Abraham, there is 
a repulſe given. Nay, let it not be ſo; nay, I do not 
like of that anſwer: hear Moſes and the prophets; 
the ſame expreſhon is uſed by Chriſt, Luke. 13. 2. 3. 
think you that they upon whom the tower of Siloe 
fell, were ſinners above others? I tell you nay, for 
except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. So here, 
nay father Abraham, &c. 

By this word, nay, therefore is ſignified a rejecting 
the firlt anſwer. 

Now obferve, | pray you, the reaſon why he ſays 
nay, is becauſe God doth put over all thoſe that will 
be ſaved, to obſerve and receive the truth contained 
in ſcripture, and believe that. To have a high eſteem 
of them, and to love and ſearch them, as Chriſt ſaith, 
ſearch the fcriptures—for they are they which teſtify 


of me. John 5. 36. But the damned ſay, nay, as if 


he had faid, This is the thing ; to be ſhort, my 
brethren are unbelievers, and do not regar@ the word 
of God, I know it by my ſelf, for when I was in 


the world, it was ſo with me; many a good ſermon- 


did I hear, many a time was I admoniſhed, deſired, 


intreated, beſceched, threatned, forwarned of what. 


Ino ſuffer: But alas! 1 wasignorant, ſelf conceited, 
furly. obſtinate, and rebelliong. Many a time the” - 
preachers told me hell would be my portion, the 


devil would wreck his malice on me, God would pour 
on me his ſore diſpleaſure: but he had as good have 
preached to the ſtock, to the poſt, to the ſtones I trod 
on + his words rang in mine ears, but I kept them 
from my heart. I remember he alledged many a 
ſcripture, but thoſe I valued not; the ſcriptures, 
thought I, what are they! A dead letter, a little ink 


nineteen to verſe twenty five ; yet verſe twenty fix, 
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and paper, of three or four ſhillings price. Alas! 
what is the ſcripture ; give me a ballad, a new book, 
George of horſe back or Beuis of Southampton, give 
me ſome book that teaches curious arts, that tells of 
old fables; but for the holy ſcriptures I cared not. 
And as it was with me then, ſo it is with my brethren 
bow; we were all in one ſpirit, loved all the ſame 
fins, (lighted all the ſame counſels, promiſes, encou- 
ragements and threatnings of the ſcriptures ; and they 
are (till as I left them, flill in unbelief, ſtill provoking 
God, and rejecting good counſel, ſo hardned in their 
ways, fo bent to follow fin, that let the ſcriptures be 
ſhewed to them daily, let the meſſengers of Chriſt 
preach till their hearts ake, till they fall down dead 
with preaching, they will rather trample it under foot, 
and ſwine like rent them. Then cloſe in with thoſe 
gentle and bleſſed proffers of the goſpel. 

Nay, father Abraham, but if one ſhould riſe from 
the dead, they would repent, though they have Mo- 
ſes and the prophets, (the ſcriptures) they will not 
repent and cloſe in with Jeſus Chriſt, though the 
ſcriptures do witneſs againſt them. If therefore there 
be any good done to them, they mult have it another 
way? I think, ſaith he, it would work much on them 
if one ſhould riſe from the dead. And this truth in · 
deed is ſo evident, that ungodly ones have a light 
eſteem of the ſcriptures, that it needs not many ftrong 
arguments to prove it, being ſo evidently manifeited 
by their every days practice, both in words and acti - 
ons, almoſt in all things they ſay and do. Yet for 
the ſatisfaction of the reader, I ſhall ſhew you by a 
ſcripture or two (though I might ſhew many) that 
this, was, and is true with the generality of the world. 
See the words of Nehemiah in his ninth chapter con- 
cerning the children of Iſrael, who, though the Lord 
afforded them mercy upon mercy, as it is from verſe 


faith he, nevertheleſs they were diſobedient for all 
thy goodneſs towards them, and rebelled againſt thee 
(but how) and caſt thy law behind theic back : flew 
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the prophets which teſtiſied againſt them, to turn 
them to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 
Obſerve, firſt, they ſinned againſt mercy. And then, 
ſecondly, they ſlighted the law, or word of God. 
Thirdly, they ſlew the prophets that declared it unto 
them. Fourthly, the Lord counts it a great provo- 
cation. See Heb. 3. from Ver. 10. to Ver. 19. and 
ſee Zach. 7. 11, 12, but they refuſed to hearken 
(faith he there of the wicked) and pulled away their 
ſhoulders, and {topped their ears that they ſhould not 
hear the law. Yea, they made their hearts hard as 
an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, and 
the words which the Lord of hoſts ſent unto them by 
his ſpirit in the former prophets, &c, I pray you, here 
is alſo, 

Firſt, a refuſing to hearken to the words of the 
prophets, 

Secondly, That they might ſo do they ſtopped their 
ears, 

Thirdly, If any thing was to be done, they pulled a- 
way their ſhoulder, 

Fourthly, To affect this, they labour to make their 
hearts hard as an adamant ſtone. 

Fifthly, And all this, leſt they ſnould hear and cloſe 
in with Jeſus, and live, and be delivered from the 
wrath to come. All which things do hold out an un- 
willingneſs to ſubmit to, and embrace the words of 
God, and fo Jeſus Chriſt, which is teſtified of by them. 
Many other ſcriptures I might bring in for confirma=- 
tion of the thing, as that in Amos. 7 12, 13. alſo 
2 Sam. 2. 24, 25. 2 Chr. 25. 15, 16, Jer. 7. 23, 24, 
25, 26, 27. and chap. 16. 12. read alſo ſeriouſly, 
that faying, in 2 Chr. 36. 15. where he ſaith, and 
the Lord God of their fathers ſent unto them by his 
meſſengers riſing up betimes, becauſe he had compal- 
fion on his people, and on his dwelling place. And 
did they make them welcome? No, but mocked the 
meſſengers of God and deſpiſed his words: and was 
that all? No, they miſuſed tus prophets. How long? 
until the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt them: till 
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there was no remedy. See alſo Jer, 29. 19. chap, 25. 
3. 4+ 5. 6. 7+ Luke, 11. 49. 

and beſides, the converſation of almoſt all men 
doth bear witneſs to the ſame, both religious and pro- 
fane per ſons, in that they daily neglect, reject and 
turn their backs upon the plain teſtimony of the 
ſcriptures. 

As 1. Take the threatnings laid down in holy 
writ, and how are they diſregarded ? There are but 
a few places in the bible, but there are threatnings 
againſt one fin or other; againſt drunkards, ſwear- 
ers; liars, proud perſons, (trumpets, whoremongers, 
covetous, railers, extortioners, thieves, lazy perſons: 
In a word, all manner of fins are reproved, and with- 
out faith in the Lord Jeſus, there is a fore puniſh- 
ment to be executed on the committers of them, 
and all this made mention of in the ſcriptures. 

But for all this, how thick, and by heaps do theſe 
wretches walk up and down our ſtreets? Do but go 
into the ale-houſes, and you ſhall fee almoſt every 
room beſprinkled with them, ſo foaming out their 
own ſhame, that it is enough to make the heart of 
a faint to tremble, inſomuch that they would not be 
bound to have any ſociety with them any long while 
for all the world. For as the ways of the godly are 
not liked of by the wicked, even ſo the way of the 
wicked are an abomination to the juſt, Prov. 29. 27. 
Pſal. 1 20. 5. 6. 

he ſcriptures ſay, curſed is the man that truſteth 
m man that maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart 
departeth trom the Lord. Jerem. 1%. 5. 

And yet, how many poor ſouls are there in the 
world, that ſtand in ſo much awe and dread of men, 
and do fo highl, eſteem their tavour, that they will 
rather venture their ſouls in the hands of the devil 
with their favour, than they will fly to Jelus Chriſt 
for the ſalvation ot their ſoul ? Nay, though they be 
convinced in their fouls, that the way is the way of 
God; yet how do they labour to {title conviction, 
and turn their ears away from the truth, and all be- 
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cauſe they will not loſe the favour of an oppoſite 
neighbour? Oh! I dare not for my maſter, my bro« 
ther. my landlord, I ſhall loſe his favour, his houſe of 
work, and ſo decay my calling. O! faith another, 
I would willingly go in this way; but for my father,he 
chides and tells me, he will not ſtand my friend when 
come to want; 1 ſhall never enjoy a penny - worth 
of his goods; he will diſinherit me. And 1 dare not, 
faith another, for my huſband, for he will be railing, 
and tells me, he will turn me out of doors, he will 
beat me, and cut off my legs. But I tell you, if any of 
thele, or any other things be ſo prevalent with thee 
now, as to _ thee from ſecking after Chiiſt in his 
ways; they will alſo be ſo prevalent with God againſt 
thee, as to make them calt off thy ſoul becauſe thou 
didſt rather truſt man than God; and delight the 
embracing of man rather than in the favour of the 
Lord. 

Again, the ſcriptures ſaith, He that being often re- 
proved, hardneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 
ed, and that without remedy, Prov. 29. 1. Yet ma- 
ny are ſo far from turning, though they have been 
convinced of their wretched ſtate an hundred times, 
that when convictions, or troubles for fin comes on 
their conſciences, they go on ſtill in the ſawe man- 
ner, reſiſting aud choaking the ſame, though remedi+ 
leſs deſtruction be hard at their heels. 

3. Again, thou haſt heard ſay, Unleſs a man be 
born again, he cannot enter the kingdom ot heaven, 
John 3. 2. 5. 7 And yet thou goelt on in a natural 
{tate, an unregenerate condition; nay, thou doſt re- 
ſolve never to turn nor be changed, tho” hell be ap- 
pointed on purpoſe to {wallow up ſuch, Ia. 14 9. 
Plal. 9. 179. The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God, 

4. Again, the ſcripture faith plainly, that he that 
loveth and maketh a lie, {hall have his part in the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone, Kev 21. 8. 27. 
And yet thou art ſo far from dreading it, that it is 
thy delight to jeſt and jeer, and lie tor a penny, oc 


all men have not faith, 2 Theſſ. 3. 2. And yet thou 


* 
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two pence, or fix pence gain. And alſo if thou canſt 
make the reſt of thy companions merry, by telling 
things that are falſe of them that are better than thy- 
ſelf, thou doſt not care a ſtraw: or if thou heareſt a 
lic from, or of another, thou wilt tell it, and ſwear 
to the truth of it. O miſerable ! 

5. Thou haſt heard and read, That he that be- 
lieves not ſhall be damned, Mark 16. 16. And that 


doſt not ſo much diſregard theſe things, that it is like 
thou didſt ſcarce ever ſo much as examine ſeriouſly 
whether thou wert in the faith or no; but doſt con» 
tent thyſelf with the hypocrite's hope, which at the 
laſt God will cut off, and count it no better than the 
ſpider's web, Job 8.13.14. or the houſe that is build- 
ed on the ſands, Luke 6. 49. Nay, thou peradveature 
dolt flatter thyſelf, and thinkeſt that thy faith is as 
good as the beſt of them all; when alas, poor ſoul, 
thou mayſt have no ſaving faith at all; which thoy 
haſt not if thou beeſt not born again and made a new 
creature, 2 Cor. 2. 17. a 

6. Thou haſt heard, That he that neglects God's 
great ſalvation, ſhall never eſcape his great damnati- 
on, Heb. 2. 3. compared with Luke 14 24. and Rev. 
14 19. 20. And yet when thou art invited, intreat- 
be and beſeeched to come in (Luke 14. 17. 18. 
2 Cor. 5. 19. 20. Rom. 12. 1.) thou wilt make any 
excule to ſerve the turn. Nay, thou wilt be ſo wick- 
ed as to put off Chriſt time after time, notwithſtand - 
ing he is ſo freely proffered to thee; a little ground, 
a few oxcn, a farm, a wife, a two penny matter, 2 
play; nay, the fear of a mock, a ſcoff, or a jeer, is. 
of greater weight to draw thee back, than the ſalva · 
tion of thy ſoul to draw thee forward, 

7. And thou halt heard, That whoſoever will be 
a friend of the world, is the enemy of God, Jam. 4. 


+ 4+ But thou regardeſt not thoſe things, bur conttari- 


wiſe, rather than thou wilt be out of the friendihip 

and fayour of this world, thou wilt fin againſt thine 

own conſcience, and get thyſelf into favour by fawn» 

ing and flattering oft the world. Yea, rather than 
K 
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thou wilt go without it, thou wilt diſſemble, lie, back- 
bite thy neighbour, and an hundred other tricks thou 
wilt have. 

8. You have heard that the day of judgment is 
near, in which you and J, all of us muſt appear be- 
fore the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, and there be made 
to give an account to him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead; even of all that ever we did, 
yea, of all our fins in thought, word and decd, and 
{hall certainly be damned for them too, if we cloſe 
not in with our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and what he hath 
done and ſuffered for eternal life, and that not noti- 
onally or traditionally, but really and ſavingly, in the 
power, and by the operation of the ſpirit, through 
faith (Eccl. 11. 9. 12. 14. Heb. 9. 27. Acts 10 42. 
Acts 17. 30. 31. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Rev 20. 12.) And 
3 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great ſtand before God, 
and the books were opened, and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were 


, judged out of thoſe things that were written in the 


books. There 1s the book of the creatures, the buok 
of conſcience, the book of the Lord's remembrance, 
the book of the Jaw, the book of the goſpel (Rom. 1. 
20. compare with Rom. 2. 12. 15. Rev. 6. v. 19. 
John 12. 48.) Then ſhall he ſeparate them one from 
another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep on the right 
hand, and the goats on his left; (Matth. 25. 30. 31. 
32.) And ſhall ſay to them on his right hand, Come 
ye bleſſed, verſe 34. but to the other go, or depart 


ye curſed, verſe 41. Yet notwithſtanding the fcrip- 


tures do fo plainly and plentifully ſpeak of theſe 


things, alas! who is there that is weaned from the 


world, and from their ſins and pleaſures, to fly from 


the wiath to come? Mat. 3. 7, Notwithſtanding the 


{cripture ſaith alſo, That heaven and earth ſhali paſs 
away, rather than one jot or one tittle of the word 
thel! fail, till all be fulfilled, they are ſo certain, Luke 
22. 27. | 

But leaving the threatnips, let us cgme to the pro- 


{ miles, and ſpeak ſomewhat cf them, and you may ſee 
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how light men make of them, and how little they ſer 
by them, notwithſtanding the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken them. | 

As firſt, Torn ye fools, ye ſcorners, ye {imple ones, 
at my reproof, and behold I will pour out my ſpirit 
unto you, Prov. 1. 23. And yet perſons had rather 
be in their fooliſhneſs and ſcorning (till, and had ra- 
ther embrace fome filthy luſt, than the holy undefiled 
and bleſſed ſpirit of Chriſt, thorough the promiſe, 
though by it as many as receive it, are ſcaled unto the 
day of redemption, Epheſ. 4. 30 And although he 
that hives and dies without it, is none of Chriit's, 
Rom. 8. 9. 

God hath ſaid, if thou do but come to him in Chriſt, 
though your ſias be as red as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
white as ſnow; and he will by no mæans caſt thee a- 
way; compare Iſa 1, 18. with John 6. 27. yet poor 
ſouls will not come to Chriſt that they might have 
life, (John 5. 41. ) but rather after their hardneſs and 
impenitent heart, treaſure up unto themſelves wrath 
agamſt the day of wrath, and revelation, of the righ- 
teous judgment of God, Rom. 2. 4. 5. 6. 

- 3+ Chriſt Jeſus hath ſaid in the word of truth, that 
if any man will ſerve and follow him, where he is, 
there ſhall alſo his ſervant be, John 12. 16. but yet 
poor. ſouls chuſe rather to follow fin, ſatan, and the 
world, though their companions be devils, and dam» 
ned fouls ever after, Mat. 25. 41. | 

4. He hath alſo faid, feck firſt the kingdom of God, 
and all other things (hall be added. : But let who. 
ſo will feck after the kingdom of heaven, firſt for 
them; for they will take the firſt time while time 
ſerves to get the things of this life; and if it be ſo, 
that they muſt needs ſeek after heaven, or elſe be 
damaed, they will (tay till they have more leiſure, or 
till they can bettet attend to it; or till they have o- 
ther things handſome about them; or till they are 
older, when they have little elſe to do; or when 
they come to be ſick and to dies Then Lord have 
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mercy upon them ! though it be ten thouſand to one 
but they periſh for ever. 

For commonly the Lord hath this way to deal with 
ſuch ſinners who put him off when he is ſtriving with 
them, either to laugh at their calamity, and mock 
when their fear cometh (Prov. 1. 26. 28 ) or elſe 
ſend them to the Gods they have ſerved, which are 
the devils, Judg, 10. 13+ 14. Go to the gods you 
have ſerved, and let them deliver you, faith he; com- 
pare this with John 8. 44. 

5. He hath ſaid, there is no man that forſaketh fa- 
ther or mother, wife or children, or lands for his 
fake and the goſpel, but ſhall have an hundred fold 
in this world, with perſecutions, and in the world to 
come life everlaſting, Mark 10. 29. 30. | 

But men for the moſt part are fo far off from be - 
lieving the certainty of this, they will fcarce loſe the 
carning of a penny to hear the word of God, the goſ- 
pel of falvation .Nay, they will neither go themſelves, 
nor ſuffer others to go (if they can help it) without 
threatning to do them a miſchief, if it lye in their 
way: Nay further, many are ſo far from parting from 
any — gain, for Chriſt's ſake and the goſ >. that 
they are ſtill ſtriving, by hook and crook, as we ſay, 
by ſwearing, lying, cozening, ſtealing, covetouſneis, 


o 


extortion, oppreſhon, forgery, bribery, flattery, or 


any other way to get more, though they get together 
with theſe, death, wrath, damnation, hell, the devil, 
and all the plagues that God can pour upon them. 
And if any do not run with them to the ſame exceſs 
of riot, but rather for all their threats, will be ſo bold 
and careleſs (as they call it) as to follow the ways of 
God; if they can do no more, yet they will wher 


their tongues like a fword to wound them, and do 


them the greateſt miſchicf they can, both in ſpeaking 
againſt them to neighbours, to wives, to huſbands, to 
Jandlords, and raiſing falſe reports of them. Bur let 
ſuch rake heed, Jeſt they be in ſuch a ſtate and woe- 
ful condition as he was in, who ſaid in vexation and 
anguiſh of ſoul, One drop of cold water to cool my 
tongue. 
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Thus might 1 add many things out of the holy writ, 
both threatings and promiſes, beſides thoſe heavenly 
counſels, loviog reproofs, free invitations to all ſorts 
of ſianets both old and young, rich and poor, bond 
and free, wiſe and unwiſe; all which have been, now 
are, and it is to be feared, as long as this world laſts, 
will be trampled under the feet of thoſe ſwine (1 call 
them not men) who will continue in the ſame, But 
rake a review of ſome of them, 

| 1. Counſel, 

What heavenly counſel is that where Chrilt ſaith, 
Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be 
rich, and white raiment that thowmayelt be cloathed, 
that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear, Rev. 
3. 17+ 18. Alſo that, Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come to the waters: yea come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price, Ha. 5 5. 1. Hear 
and your ſouls ſhall live, ver. 3. Lay hold of my 
ſtrength that you may make peace with me, and you 
{hall make peace with me, Iſa. 27. 5 

2. InſtroQtion, 51. | 
What inſtruction is here 

Hear inſtruction and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. 
Bleſſed is the man that heareth me (faith Chriſt) 
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the polts of my 
doors: for whoſo ſindeth me, findeth life, and ſha 
obtain favour of the Lord, Prov. 8. 32. 33. 34+ 35. 
Take heed. that no man deceive you by any means. 
Labour not for the meat that periſheth, but for that 
which. endureth unto everlaſting life, John 6. 27» 
Strive to enter in at the (trait gate, Luke 13. 24. Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus and thou thait be ſaved, Acts 
16. 31 Believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, 
Quench not the ſpirit. Lay hold on eternal life. Let 
your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your father which is in 
heaven, Mat. 5. 16. Take heed and be ware of hypo- 
criſy, watch and be ſober, learn ot me (ſauh Chriſt) 
come unto me. 
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3. Forewarning. 
What forewarning is here! 

Becauſe there is wrath, beware leſt he take thee a- 
way with his ſtroke, then a great ranſom cannot de- 
liver thee, Job 36 18. Be ve not mackers, leſt your 

bands be made ſtrong, for I have heard am the 
Lord God of Hoſts, a conſumption even determined 
on the whole earth, Iſa. 28. 22. Beware therefore, 
Teſt that come upon you that is written: Bebold, ye 
deſpiſers and wonder and periſh, for behold, I work 
a work in your days, which ye ſhall in oo wiſe believe 
though a man declare it unto you, Acts 13. 40. 41. 
Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 


fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12. Watch and pray, leſt you enter 


into temptation, Luke 22. 40. Let us fear therefore, 


leſt a promiſe being made or left us of entering into 
his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it, 


Heb, 4. 1. I will therefore put you in reme:nbrance, 
though you once knew this, how that the Lord having 
ſaved the people out of Xgypt, aftcrward deſtroyed 
them that believed not, Jude 5. Hold faſt that thou 
haſt, let no man take thy crown, Rev. 3. 11. 
4+ Comfort. 
What comfort is here! 

He that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
John 6. 37. Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
ate . laden, and I will give you reſt, Mat. 11. 
28. Be of good chear thy fins are forgiven thee, 1 
will never leave thee nor forfake thee, for I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love, Jer. 13. 3. Lay 
down my life for my ſheep, I lay down my life that 


they might have life, Iam come that they might have. 


life, and that they might have it more abundantly. E 
have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the 

of ſalvation have I ſuccoured thee, 2 Cor. 6. 2 That 
their fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; 
though they be as crimfon they ſhall be as wool. For 
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, 
as a thick cloud thy fins; return unto me, for I have 
redeemed thee, Iſa. 44 22. | 
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5. Grief to thoſe that fall ſhort. 

O ſad grief! | 

Now have I hated inſtruction, and mine heart de- 
ſpiſed reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtructed 
me, Prov. 7. 11, 12, 13. they ſhall curfe their king 
aud their God, and look upward. And they ſhall 
look to the earth, and behold trouble and darkneſs 
and dimneſs of anguiſh: And they ſhalt be driven into 
darkneſs, Iſa. 8. ver 21. 22. He hath diſperſed a- 


broad, he hath given to the poor, his righteoufneſs 


endureth for ever—the wicked ſhall ſee it, and be 
grieved, he ſhall gnaſt with his teeth, and melt away.; 
the deſire of the wicked ſhall periſh, Pſal. 112. 9 10. 
There ſhall be weeping, when ye ſhall ſee Abra - 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the 2 in the 
kingdom of heaven, and your felves thruſt out, Luke. 
13. = 27, 28. all which things are lighted by the 
world. | 
Thus much in ſhort tonching this, that ungodly 
men undervalue the ſcriptures, and give ng credit to 
them, whem the truth that is contained in them is 
held forth in ſimplicity unto them, but rather cry out, 
nay, but if one ſhould riſe from the dead, then they 
think ſomething might be done; when alas, tho? ſigns 
and wonders are wrought by the hands of thoſe that 
preach. the goſpel thoſe poor creatures would never 
the ſooner convert, though they ſuppoſe they ſhould, 
as'is evident by the carriages of their fore-runners, 
who albeit, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf did-confirm- 
his doctrine by miracles, as opening blind eyes, caſt» 
ing out of devils, and raiſing the dead they were ſo far 


from receiving either him, or his doctrine, that * 
0 


put him to death for his pains, tho be had done 
many miracles among them; yet they believed not 
in him, John. 12. 37. but to pals this, I ſhall lay 
down ſome of the grounds of their rejecting and un- 
dervaluing the ſcriptures and fo paſs on. 

1. Becauſe they do not believe that they are the 
word of God, but rather ſuppoſe them to be the in- 
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ventions of men, written by ſome politicians, on pur- | ture 
poſe to make poor ignorant people to ſubmit to ſome litt! 
religion and government. Though they do not ſay cry 
this, yet their practices teſtify the ſame; as he that the 
when he hears the words of the curſe, vet bleſſeth wh: 
himſelf in his heart, and ſaith he ſhall have peace, q 
tho* God ſaith he ſhall have none, Deut. 29. 18, 19, con 
20. and this muſt needs be, for, did but men believe. | like 
this, that it is the word of God, then they mult be- the 
lieve that he that ſpake it, is true, therefore ſhall e- wh 
very word and tittle be fulfilled, and if they come once one 
to this, unleſs they be ſtark mad, they will have a ma 
care how they do throw themſelves under the laſh of cor 
eternal vengeance, For the reaſon why the Theſ- Cat 
 falonians received the word was becauſe they believ=-, | cr 
ed it was the word of God and not the word of man, | 1c 
which did effectually work in them by their thus be» 22 
lieving. 1 Theſſ. 2. 13, 14. when ye received the thi 
word which ye heard of us, faith he, ye received it he 
not as the word of man but (as it is indeed) the word ca 
of God, which effectually worketh in you that believe. Re 
So that did a man but receive it in hearing, or read- 

ing, or meditating, as it is the word of God, they th 
would be converted. But the word preached doth not. - by 
profit, not being mixed with faith in them that hear 80 
it, Heb. 4+ I, 2. 


b = 

2. Becauſe they do not indeed ſee themſelves by C 
nature, heirs of that exceeding wrath and vengeance . m 
that the ſcrintures teſtfy of. For did they but con- pt 
ſider what God intends to-do with thoſe that live and re 
die in a natural (tate, it would either ſink them into ye 


deſpair, or make them flee for refuge to the hope A 
that is ſet before them. But if there be never ſuch. pl 
fins committed, and never fo great wrath denounced; | 1 
and the time of execution be never fo near; yet i | 
the party that is guilty be ſenſeleſs and altogether 5 
ignorant thereof, he will be careleſs, and regards it n 
nothing at all, And that man by nature is in this (: 
condition, it 1s evident, For take the ſame man that ; 
is ſenſeleſs, and ignorant of that miſery he is in by na* 
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ture; I ſay, take him at another time when he is a 
little awakned, and then you ſhall hear him roar, and 
cry out ſo long as trouble is upon him, and a ſenſe of 
the wrath of God hanging over his head ; good firs, 
what muſt I do to be faved ? 

Though the ſame man at another time (when his 
conſcience is fallen aſleep, and grown hard) will lie 
like the ſmith's dog at the foot of the anvil, though 
the fire ſparks fly in his face, But as I ſaid before 
when any one is a little awakened, O what work will 
one verſe, one line, nay one word of holy ſcriptures 
make in his heart? he cannot cat, ſlcep, work, keep 
company with his former companions; and all be- 
cauſe he is afraid that the damnatioa ſpoken of in 
ſcripture, will fall to his ſhare, like Balaam, who ſaid, 
I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord, Numb. 
22. 18. ſo long as he had ſomething of the word of 
the Lord with authority, ſeverity, and power on his 
heart; but at another time he could teach Balak to 
caſt a {tumbling block before the children of Liracl, 
Rev. 2. 14. 

3. Becauſe the carnal prieſts do tickle the ears of 
their hears with vain philoſophy and deceit. and theres 
by hardens their hearts againſt the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel and word of God, which things the apoſtle ad» 
moniſhed thoſe that have a mind to cloſe in with 
Chriſt to avoid: Col. 2, 8. ſaying, beware leſt any 
man (be he what he will) ſpoil you, through philoſo- 
phy and vaio deceit, after the traditions of men, and 
rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt. And 
you who muzzle up your people in ignorance with 
Ariſtotle, Plato, and the reſt of the heatheniſh philoſo- 
phers, and preach litile if any thing of Chrilt rightly; 
1 ſay unto you, that you will find you have ſinned a- 

ainſt God, and beguiled your hearers, when God 
all in the judgment day, lay the cauſe of the dam- 
nation of many thouſands of fouls to your charge, and 
ſay, he will require their blood at your hands, Ezck, 


33* 6. 
4. Another reaſon why the caroal unbelicying 
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world do ſo ſlight the ſcriptures, the word of God, is 
becauſe the judgment ſpoken of in the ſcripture; is 
not preſently executed on the tranſgreſſors. Becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil a& is not ſpeedily executed, 
therefore the hearts of the ſons of men are wholly ſet 
in them to do evil. Eccleſ. 8. 11. becauſe God 
doth not preſently ſtrike the poor wretch as ſoon as he 
ſins. but waits and forbears, and is patient; therefore 
the world judging God to be unfaithful, go to it a- 
gain, and again, and every time grow harder and har- 
der, till at laſt God is forced, either to ſtretch out his 
mighty power to turn them, or elſe ſend death with 
the devil and hell to fetch them. Thou thoughteit 
(ſaith God) that I was altogether ſuch an one as th 
ſelf, but I will reprove thee and ſet them in order bed 
fore thy face Now, conſider this ye that forget God; 
leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver, 
Pſal. 50, 20, 21. | 
5. Another reaſon why the blind world do flight 
the authority of ſcripture, is, becauſe they give car 
to the devil who through his ſubtility caſteth falſe e- 
vaſions, and corrupt interpretations on them, rendring 
them not fo point blank the mind of God, and a rule 
for direction to poor ſouls, perſwading them that they 
mult give ear and way to ſomething elſe beſides, and 
beyond that: or elſe he labours to render it vile and 
contemptible, by perſwading them that it is a dead 
letter, which indeed they know not what they ſay, 
nor whereof they affirm. For the ſcripture is not ſo 
dead, but that the knowledge of it is able to make 


any man wiſe ,unto ſalvation through faith and love 
which is in Chriſt Jefus, 3 Tim 3. 15. and is pre- 


table for inſtruction, reproof and correction in righte- 
ouſneſs that the man of God may be throughly fut- 
niſhed to all good works, verſe 17. | 

And where it is ſaid, the letter killeth, he meaneth 
the law, as it is miniſtration of damnation, or a cove- 
nant of works, and ſo indeed it doth kill, and muſt do 
ſo, becauſe it is juſt, for as much as the party that is 
under the ſame, is not able to yield to. t a compleat 
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and continual obedience, But yet 1 will call Peter 
and Paul to witneſs, that the ſcriptures are of a very 

lorious concernment, in as much as in them is held 
Prth to us the way of life : and alſo, in that they do 
adminiſter good ground of hepe to us, Rom. 15, 4. 
For whatſoever things were written afore time, were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the ſcripture, might have hope. And a- 
gain, Rom. 16. 25, 26. now to him that is of power 
to, eſtabliſh you according to my goſpel, and the 
preaching of Jeſus Chriſt; according to the revelation 
of the myſtery which was kept hid ſince the world 
began, but now is made manifeſt, and by the ſcrip- 
tures of the prophets, according to the commandment 
of the everlaſting God, made known to all nations 
ſor the obedience of faith. And therefore, whoſo 
ever they be that ſlight the ſcriptures they flight that 
which is no leſs than the word of God ; and they who 
flight that, flight him that ſpake it; and they that do 
ſo, let them look to themſelves, for God will be re- 
vengedon ſuch. Much more might be ſaid to this thing, 
but 1 would not be tedious. 

A word or two more, ſo I have done with this, 
Conſider the danger of flighting the words of the pro- 
phets or apoſtles, whether they be correction, reproof, 
admonition, fore wetning, or the bleſſed invitations 
and promiſes contained in them. 

1. Such ſouls do provoke God to anger, and to ex- 
ecute his vengeance on them. I hey refuſed to hear- 
ken, they pulled away their ſhoulders, they ſtopped 
their cars, leſt they ſhuuld hear the law, and they 
made their hearts as an adamnant ſtone, that they 
might not hear the law, and the words that were 
ſpoken to them by his ſpirit ia the former prophets : 
therefore came a great wrath upon them, Zach, 7, 
11. 12. i 

2. God will not regard them in their calamity. 
Becaulc I called, and ye refuled, I ſtretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded, but ſet at nought all my 
counſels, and would have none of my reproot : I al- 
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ſo will laugh at your calamities, and mock when your 
fear cometh, When their fear cometh as delola- 
tion. and their deſtruction like a whirl-wind Then 
ſhall they call, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek 
me carly, but they ſhall not find me, Prov. 1: 25, 26. 


27. 

A God doth commonly give up ſuch men to deluſions 
to believe lies. Becauſe they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be ſaved, therefore God 
ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould be- 
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned, 2 Theſfl. 
2. 11. 12. 

4+ In a word, they that do continue ſo, reje& and 
ſlight the word of God, they are ſuch, for the moſt 
part as are ordained to be damned. Old Eli his ſons 
not bearkening to the voice of their father, reprov - 
ing them for their ſins, but diſobeying his voice, it is 
ſaid, it was becauſc the Lord would flay them, 1. 
Sam. 2+ 15 again, ſee in 2 Chr. 25 15, 16+ Ama- 
ziah having ſinned againſt the Lord, he {ends to him 
a pro phet to reprove him; but Amaziah ſays, forbear, 
wherfore ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten ? (he did not hear- 
ken to the word of God) then the prophet forbear, 
| laying, I know that God hath determined to deſtroy 
thee, becauſe thou haſt not harkened to my counſel. 
Read ther etore, and the Lord give thee underſtand - 
ing. Fora miſerable end will thoſe have that go on 
in {inning agaiaſt God, rejecting his word. 
Other things might have been obſerved from this 
verſe which at this time I ſhall paſs by; partly be- 
cauſe the ſum of them hath been rouched already, 
and may be more clearly hinted at io the following 
verſe : and therefore I ſhall ſpeak a few words t the 
next verſe; and 10 draw towards a concluſion. 
Verſe 31. And he ſaid into him, if they hear not 
Moles and the prophets, neither will they be 
perſwaded, though one riſe from the dead. 
ND he ſaid ] that is, and God made anſwer to the 
words ſpoken in the verſe betore, and he ſaid 
unto him, if they hear not Moſes, &c. As if he had 
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ſaid, Moſes was a man of great ronown, a man of 
worthy note, a man that talked with God face to 
face, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend; the words that 
Moſes ipake, were ſuch as | commanded him to ſpeak; 
Tet who will queſtion them, I will own them, credit 
them, bleſs them that cloſe in with them, and cuiſe 


thoſe that reje& them. 


I my ſelf ſent the prophets, they did not tun of 


their own heads; I gave them a commiſhon ; I thruſt 


them out and told them what they ſhould ſay. In a 
word, they have told the world what my mind is to 
do, both to ſinners and to ſaints ; they have Moles 
and the prophets, let them hear them. Therefore, 
he that ſhall reject and turn his back either upon the 
threatniogs, counſels, admonitions, invitations, pro- 
miſes or whatſoever elſe I have commanded them to 
ſpeak, as to ſalvation and life, and to directions there» 
in, ſhall be ſure to have a ſhare in the many curſes 
that they have ſpoken, and the doctrine that is pro- 
nounced by them. Again, if they hear not Moſes and 
the prophets, &c. As if he had ſaid, thou woald(t have 
me ſend one from the dead unto them ; what needs 
that? They have my mind ,alceady, I have declared 
unto them what I intend to ſtand to, both for ſaving 
them that believe, and damning them that do not. 
That therefore which I have faid, I will make good, 
whether they hear or forbear. And as for this deſite 
of yours, you had as good deſite me to make a new 
bible, and ſoeto revoke my firſt ſaying by the mouth 
of my prophets. But I am God and not man, and 

word is immutable, unchangeable, and ſhall ſtand as 
faſt as my decrees can make it, heaven and earth ſhall 


paſs away, but one jot or one tittle of my word ſhall 


not paſs. If thou hadſt ten thouſand brethren, and 
every one in danger of loſing his ſoul, if he did not 
cloſe in with what is contained and recorded in the 
ſcriptures of truth, they mult even every one of them 
periſh, and be for ever damned in hell; for the ſcrip · 
tures cannot be broken. I did not ſend them ſo un- 
adviſedly to recal it again by another conlideratior:, 
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No, for 1 ſpcal in righteouſneſs and in judgment, 
Iſa. 63. 1, 2, 3. and in much wiſdom and counſel. 
It being therefore gone out of my mouth in this man- 
ner, it ſhall not return in vain, until it hath accom- 
pliſhed the thing whereto I have ſent it, 

But again, thou ſuppoſed that miracles and wonders 
will work more on them, which makes thee ſay ; ſend 
one from the dead: But herein thou art miſtaken, 
for I have proved them with that once and again by 
more than one, or two, or three of my ſervants, How 
many miracles did my fervant Moſes work by com- 
mandment from me in the land of Eygpt, at the Red» 
ſea, and in the wilderneſs ? yet they of that genera- 
tion were never the ſooner converted for that, but not- 
withſtanding rebelled and luſted, and in their hearts 
turned back into Egypt, Acts. 7. How many miracles 
did Samuel, David, Elias, Eliſha, Daniel, and the pro- 
phets together with my ſon, who raiſed the dead, 
caſt out devils, made them to ſee that were born blind 


gave and reſtored limbs? yet for all this (as I ſaid 


before) they hated him, they crucihed him. I raiſed 
him again from the dead, and he appeared to his diſ- 
ciples, who were called, and cholen, and faithful, 
and he gave them commandment and commiſſion to 
go and teſtify the truth of this to the world; and con · 
Arm the ſame, he enabled them to ſpeak with divers 
tongues and to work miracles moſt plentitully ; yet 
there was great perſecution raiſed againſt them, inſo- 
much that but a few of them died in their beds. And 
therefore though thou thinkeſt that a miracle will do 
ſo much with the world, yet I ſay, No : For if the 
will not believe Moſes and the prophets, neither will 
they be perſwaded, though one ſhould tiſe from the 
dead, | 
From theſe words therefore take notice of this truth; 
namely, that thoſe who reject and believe not Moſes 
and the prophets, are a very hard hearted people, 
and will not be perſwaded though one riſe from the 


dead. 
They that rega d not the holy ſcriptures, to turn 


. 
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to God, finding them to teſtify of his goodneſs and 
mercy, there is but little hopes of their ſalvation; for 
they will not. Mark, they will not be perſwaded 
though one ſhould riſe from the dead. This truth is 
confirmed by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; if you read John 5. 
where the Lord is ſpeaking of himſelf, that he is the 
very Chriſt, he brings in four or five witneſſes 
to back what he ſaid. Firſt, John Baptiſt. 2. The works 
that his father gave him to do, 3 his father ſpeaking 
from heaven. 4. the teſtimony of the ſcriptures ; when 
all this was done, ſeeing yet they would not believe, 
he lays the fault upon one of theſe two things. 
1. Their regarding an elteem among men, 

2. Their not believing of the prophets writings, 
even Moſcs and the reſt. For had ye believed Moles 
(faith he) ye would have believed. For he wrote of 
me. But if ye believe not his writings, how can ye 
believe my words? now, I ſay, he that ihali (light the 
ſcriptures, and the teſtimony of the prophets in them 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, mult needs be in great danger 
ot loſing his ſoul, if he abide in this condition : be- 
cauſe he that flights the teſtimony, doth alſo ſlight 
the thing teſtified of, let him ſay the contrary never 
ſo often. For as Jcſus Chriſt hath here laid down 
the reaſon of mens not receiving him; ſo the apoltle 
in another place lays down the reaſon again with an 
high and mighty aggravation, 1. John 5. Io, ſaying, 
he that bclieveth on the fon of God, hath the witneſs 
in himſelf, he that believeth not God, hath made him 
4 lyar, becauſe he believeth not the record, Mark, 
the record that God gave of his ſon, The record you 
will ſay, what is that? why even the teſtimony that 
God gave of him by the mouth of all the holy pro- 
phets Tack the world began, Acts 3. 20, that is, God 
{ending his holy ſpirit into the hearts of his ſervants, 
the prophets and apoltles, he, by his ſpirit in them 
did bear witneſs or record to the truth of ſalvati- 
on by his ſon Jeſus, both before and after his coming, 
and thus is that place alſo to be underſtood, which 
ſaith, there are three that bear record on earth, the 
L 2 
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ſpirit, the water, and the blood. That is the ſpitit 
in the apoſtles, which preached him to the world, as 
is clear, if you read ſeriouſly 1. Theſſ. 4. 8. the a- 
poſſle ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt and obedience to God 
through him, ſaith thus, now he that deſpiſeth, de - 
piſeth not us, but God: but it is you that ſpake; 
true, but it is by and though the ſpirit, he therefore 
thar defpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, but God, who alſo 
hath given us of his holy ſpirir, This is therefore a 
mighty confirmation of this truth, that he that ſlights 
the record or teſtimony that God by his ſpirit, in his 
prophets and apoſtles hath teſtified unto us, flights 
the teſtimony of the ſpirit, who moved them to ſpeak 
theſe things; and if ſo, then | would fain know, how 
any man can be faved by Jeſus Chriſt, that flights 
the teſtimony concerning Chriſt ; yea, the teflimony 
of his own ſpirit concerning his own felf ? *Tis true; 
men may pretend to have the teſtimony of the ſpirit, 
aod from that conceit, fet a low eſteem on the holy 
ſcriptures; but that ſpirit that dwelleth in them, 
and teacheth them ſo to do, it is no better than the 
|; of fatan, though it calls it ſelf by the name of 
he ſpirit of Chriſt, To the law therefore and to the 
teſtimony, try them by that, if they ſpeak not acord- 
ing to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in 
em. 
The apoſtle Peter, when he ſpeaks of the glorious 
voice that he had from his excellent Majeſty, ſay» 
ing of Chriſt, this is my beloved fon, hear him; ſaich 
thus to them whom he wrote unto ; you have alſo a 
more ſure word of propheſy (or of the proach, for 
ſo you may read it) unto which you do well that you 
take head. That is, tho' we tell you that we had 
this excellent teſtimony from his own mouth, evident- 
ly, yet you have the prophets : we tell you this, and 
e need not doubt of the truth of it; but if you 
ould, yet you may not, muſt not, ought not to 
queſtioh them: ſearch therefore unto them, until the 
day dawn, and the day (tar ariſe in your hearts; that 
is, until by the ſame ſpirit that gave forth the {crip* 
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tures, you find the truth confirmed to your ſouls» 
which you have recorded in the ſeriptures; that this 
word of propheſy, or of the prophets, is the ſcrip- 
tures, read on; For (faith he) knowiog this firſt, that 
no propheſy of the ſcriptures is of any private inter- 
pretation, &c, 2. Pet. 1. 18, 19, 20. but you will ſay, 
what needs all this ado, and why is all this time and 
pains ſpent in ſpeaking to this, that is ſurely believed 
already? this is a thing received by all, that they 
believe the ſcriptures to be the word of God, that ſure 
word of propheſy ; and therefore you need not ſpend 
your time 1n proving theſe things, and the truth of 
them, ſeeing we grant and confeſs the truth of it, be» 
fore you begin to ſpeak your judgment of them. 

Anſw, The truths of God cannot be born witnefs 
unto too often, you may as well ſay, you need not 
preach Jeſus Chriſt ſo much, ſecing he hath been and 
is received for the true Meſſias already. 

2. Though many may ſuppoſe that they do believe 
the ſcriptures, yet if they were but well examined, 
ou will find them either by word of mouth, or elſe 
y converſation, to deny, ieject, and light the hol 
ſcriptures. Tis true, there is a notional, and hit. 


torical aſcent in the head, I ſay in the head of many, 


or molt, to the truth contained in the ſcripture: but 
try them, I ſay, and you ſhall find but a little, if any, 
of the faith of the operation of God in the hearts of 
poor men, to believe the {criptures, and things con- 
tained in them. Many, yea, moſt men believe the ſcrip- 
tures, as they believe a fable, a ſtory, a tale, of which 
there is no certainty; but alas! there are but few do 
in deed, and in truth believe the ſcriptures to be the 


'very word of God. 


Obj. But you will ſay, this ſcems ſtrange to me. 
Anſw. And it ſeems as true to me, and I doubt not 
but to make it manifeſt, that there are but few, yea, 
very few, that do effectually (for that I aim at) 
believe the ſcriptures and the things contained in, and 
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Ipoken of by them. But to make this appear, and 
that to purpoſe (if God will) I ſhall lay you down the 
Teveral operations that the ſcriptures have on them, 
who do effectually believe the things contained in em. 
1. He that doth eſſectually believe the {criptures, 
hath in the firſt place been killed, 1 ſay killed by the 
authority of the holy ſcriptures ; ſtruck ſtark dead in 
ſpiritual ſenſe, by the holy ſcriptare, being ſet home 
by that ſpirit, which gave them forth upon the ſoul. 
The letter killerh ; the letter ſtrikes men dead, 2 Cor. 
2- 6. And this Paul witneſſed, and found, before he 
could ſay, I believe all that the prophets have = 
ken. Where he ſaith, I was alive without the law 
once; that is, in my natural ſtate, before the law 
was ſet on my heart with power; but when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived and I died, Rom. 7. 9. 
And that law that was ordained of life, I found to 
be unto death; for fin taking the occaſion by the 
commandment deceived me, and thereby ſlew me, 
ver. 10. Now that which is called the letter in Cor. 
is called the law in Rom. 7. which by its power and 
operation, as it is weilded by the ſpirit of God, doth 
in the firſt place kill and lay all thoſe that are enab - 
led to believe the ſcriptures. I kill, faith God; that 
is with my law, I pierce, I wound, I prick men into 
the very heart, by ſhewing them their {ins againſt the 
Jaw, Deut. 32. 69. Acts 2. 36. 37. And he that is 
ignorant of this, is alſo ignorant of, and doth not 
really and effeRually believe the ſcripture. 
But you will ſay, how doth the law kill and: frike 
dead the poor creature ? 
Anl. Firſt, the letter or law doth kill thus; 1b 
ſet home upon the foul, and diſcovers to the foul irs 
tranſgreſſions againſt the Jaw; and ſhews the ſoul. al- 
fo, that it cannot ; compleatly faticfy the juftice of God, 
for the breach of this law, therefore it is condemned, 
John. 3. 19. Mark, he that believeth not is condm= 
ned dready; to wit by the Jaw, that is, the law doth 
condemn him, yea, it hath condemned him already 
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or his fins againſt it; as it is written, Curſed is eve- 

ry one that continueth not in all things that are writ» 
ten in the book of the law to do them. Gal. 3 10. 
Now all men as they come into the world, are in this 
condition, that is, condemned by the law. et not 
beheving their condemnation be the law really, they 
do not alſo believe really and effectually the law that 
doth condemn them. For as men have but 2 notion 
of the one, that is, their condemnation, becaule of ſins: 
againlt the lav; ſo they have but a notion of the con - 
demaing, killing, and deſtroying power of the law; 
for as the one is, ſo in theſe things always is the o- 
ther. There is no man that doth really believe the 
law or goſpel, further than they do, feel the power 
and authority of them in their hearts. Ye err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God. Now 
this letter or law, is not to be taken in the largeſt 
ſenſe, but it is ſtrictly to be tied to the ten command» 
ments, whole proper work, is only by ſhewing the 
foul its fin agaiolt the law, to kill, and there leaves 
him ſtark dead, not giving him the leaſt life, or ſup- 
port, or comfort; but leaves the ſoul in an helpleſs 
and hopeleſs condition, as from itſelf or any other 
meer creature. 


'Tis true, the law hath laid all men for dead, as 


they come into the world; but all men do not ſee 
themſelves dead, until they ſee the law that ſtruck 
them dead, ſtriking in their ſouls, and having ſtruck 
them that fatal blow : As a man that is faſt aſleep in 
a houſe, and that on fire about his ears, and he not 
knowing of it, becauſe he is aſleep: even ſo, becauſe 
poor fouls are afleep in lin, though the wrath of God, 
the curſe of his law, and the flames of hell have beſet 
mem round about, yet they do not believe it, becauſe 
they are aflcep in ſim, Now as he that is awakned 
and ſees this, ſees, that through this he is a dead 
man: even ſo they that do, ſee their ſtate by na- 
ture, being ſuch a ſad condition, do alſo ſee them · 
ſelves by that law to be dead men naturally. 

But now, whea didit thou feel the power of this 
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firſt part of the ſcripture, the law. ſo mighty as to 
ſtrike thee dead? If not, thou doſt not ſo much as 
verily believe that part of ſcripture that doth contain 
the law in it, to be the truth of God, Yet if thou 
ſnouldſt have felt ſomething, I ſay, ſomething of the 
killing power of the law of God ia thine heart, this is 
not an argument to prove, that thou believelt all the 
things contained in ſcripture, for there is goſpel as 
well as law, and therefore I ſhall ſpeak to that alſo; 
that is, whether thou haſt felt the power of the goſ- 
pel as well as ſomething of the power of the law ? 

1. Then thou haſt found the power of the goſpel & 
fo believed it, thou haſt found it thus with thy ſoul. 

2. Thou haſt been thewed by the word or truth of 
the goſpel, in the light of the ſpirit of Chriſt, that by 
nature thou wert without the true faith of the ſon of. 
God in thy ſoul: for when he, the ſpirit is come, he 
ſhall ſhew men that they believe not in me, faith 
Chriſt, John 16. 9. Mark, though thou haſt, as I ſaid 
before, felt ſomewhat of the power of the law, letter 
or ten commandments, yet as thou haſt not been 
brought to this to ſee by the ſpirit in the goſpel, that 
thou art without faith by nature, thou haſt not yet 
taſted, much leſs believed any part of the goſpel. 
For the goſpel and the law are two diſtin covenants, 
And they that are under the law may be convinced 
by it, and ſo believe the law or the fir{t covenant, and 
yet in the mean time, be a ſtranger to the cove- 
nant of promiſe, that is in the goſpel, and ſo have no 
hope in them, Epheſ. 2. 12. There is not any pro- 
miſe that can be ſavingly believed, until the ſoul be 
by the goſpel converted to Jeſus Chriſt, For though 
men do think never ſo much that they believe, the 
things or the word of the goſpel of our ſalvation, yet 
unleſs they have the work of grace in their ſouls they 
do not, cannot 1ightly believe the things contained 
in the ſcriptures, = 

Again, as the law killeth thoſe that believe it, e- 
ven ſo the promiſes contained in the goſpel, do thro' 
faith, adminilter comfort to thoſe that believe it a- 
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right, My words (ſaith Chriſt) my words, they are 
ſpicit, and they are life, Joha 6. 36. As if he had 
{aid, the words contained in the law as a covenant of 
works, they wound, they kill, they ſtrike dead thoſe 
that are under them. But as for me, the words that 
1 ſpeak unto you they are ſpirit, and they are life; 
that is, whoſoever doth receive them believingly ſhall 
find them full of operation to comfort, quicken, and 
revive the ſoul, For as | did not come into the world 
to deſtroy mens lives, ſo the words that I ſpeak (as 
I am ſeat to preach the goſpel) they have no ſuch 
tendency unto thoſe that believe them. The promi- 
ſes that are in the goſpel, oh, how do they comfort 
them! Such a promiſe, and ſuch a promiſe, oh, how 
ſweet is it! How comfortable to thoſe that believe 
them! Alas! there are many poor ſouls that think 
they beheve the ſcriptures to be the- word of God, 
and yet they never cojoyed any thing of the life and 
promiſes; they come in upon the heart to quick 

to revive thee, to raiſe thee from the ſentence 0 
death, that is paſſed on thee by the law. And thro® 
the faith that is wrought in thy ſoul, by the operati- 
on of God's holy ſpirit (though once killed by the 
law or letter) thou art made alive in the Lord ſeſus 
Chrilt, who is preſented to thy ſoul in the promiſes. 
3. Doit thou in deed and in truth, believe the 
ſcriptures to be the word of God? Then the things 
contained in them, eſpecially the things of the goſpel, 
are very excellent to thy ſoul; as the birth of Chrilt, 
the death, reſutrection, interceſſion, and ſecond co» 
ming. O how precious and excellent are they to 
thy ſoul! inſomuch, that thou regardeſt nothing in 
compariſon of them? O it is Chriſt's birth, death, 
blood, reſurreRion, &c. according to the ſcriptures, 
that thou dolt rejoice in exceedingly, and abundant» 
ly delire after! Whom having not feen, ye love, in 
whom though now ye ſce him got, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Cor. 
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15. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6, compared with Phil. 3. 6. 7. 
8. 1 Pet, 1. 8. 

4. Doſt thou believe the ſcriptures to be the word 
of God? Then thou ſtandeſt in awe of, and doſt much 
reverence them. Why, they are the word of God; 
the true ſavings of God; they are the counſel of 
God; they are his promiſes and his threatings. Poor 
ſouls are apt to think, if I could hear God ſpeak to 
me from heaven with an audible voice, then ſure 1 
ſhould be ſerious and believe it. But truly, if God 
ſhould ſpeak to thee from heaven, except thou wert 
converted, thou wouldſt not regard, nor really be- 
lieve him. Burt if thou doſt believe the ſcriptures 
thou ſeeſt that they are the truth as really believe 
them. I tell thee, ſaith Chriſt, if they believe not 
Moſes and the prophets, neither will they believe tho? 
one ſhould rife from the dead. But, 5 
F. Doſt thou believe the ſcriptures to be the word 
of God? Then through faith in Chriſt thou endea- 
voureſt to have thy life ſquared according to the ſcrip- 
tures, both in word and practice. For the ſcriptures 
carry ſuch a bleſſed beauty in them to that ſoul that 
hath faith in the things contained in them, that they 
do take the heart, and captivate the foul of him that 
believeth them into the love and liking of them, be- 
lieving all things that are written in the law and the 
prophets, and have hope towards God, that there 
hall be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt 
and unjuſt; and herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have 
always a conſcience void of offence, both towards God 
and towards man, Acts 24. 14. 15. 16. 

6. He that believes the ſcriptures to be the word 
of God, if he do but ſuppoſe that any one place of 
ſcripture doth exclude him and ſhut him out of, and 
from a ſhare in the promiſes contained in them; O 
it, will trouble him, grieve him, perplex him; yea, 
he will not be ſatisfied until he be reſolved, and the 
contrary ſealed to his foul. for he knows that the 
ſcriptures are the word of God, ati truth; and there- 


| fore he knows, that if any one ſentence doth exclude 
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or bar out him for want of this, or the other qulifica- 
tion, For you mult know that to him that believes 
the ſcripture aright, the promiſes or threatnings are 
of more power to comfort or caſt down, than all the 
promiſes or 3 of all the men in the world. 
And this was the cauſe, why the martyrs of Jeſus did 
ſo ſlight both the promiſes of their adverſaries, when 
they would have overcome them with proffering the 
great things of this world unto them, and alſo their 
threatning when they told them they would rack 
them, hang them, burn them; Acts 20. 24. None of 
theſe things could prevail upon them, or againſt them; 
becauſe they did moſt really believe the ſcriptures, 
and the things contained in them; as is clearly found 
and to be ſeen in Heb. 11. and allo in Mr Fox's re- 
cords of their brethren. | 
7. He that believeth the ſcriptures to be the word 
of God believeth that men muſt be born again, and 
alſo be partakers of that faith which is of the opera- 
tion of God (according as he hath read and believed) 
or elfe he mult and ſhall be damned. Now, then be- 
caule I would not be tedious, I ſhall at this time lay 
down no more diſcoveries of fuch an one as doth ſa- 
vingly believe the ſcriptures, and the things contain» 
ed in them, but (hall ſpeak a few words of examina- 
tion concerning the things already mentioned, As, 
I. Thou fayeſt thou doſt in deed and in truth ef- 
fectually belicve the ſcriptures : 1 aſk therefore, waſt 
thou ever killed ſtark dead by the law of works con- 
tained in the ſcriptures? Kiiled by the law or letter, 
and made to ſee thy fins agaiait it, and left in an 
helpleſs condition by the law ? For it doth neither 
give the ſoul any comfort itſelf When it comes, nor 
doth it ſhew the ſoul where comfort 1s to be had; 
and therefore it is called the miniſtration of condem - 
nation, as in 2 Cor. 3. 9. The miniſtration of death, 
2 Cor, 3 7 For though men may have a notion of 
the blefled word of God, as the children had, yet be- 
fore they be converted, it may truly be {aid of them, 
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Ye err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of ® 


God, Mark 12. 24. 

2. You ſay, you do believe the ſcriptures to be the 
word of God, I fay again, examine, wert thou ever 
quickned from a dead (tate by the power of the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt throngh the other part of the ſcripture; 
that is to ſay, by the power of revealing Chrilt to, 
and in thee, as having wholly freed thee from thy 
ſins by his moſt precious blood. Which faith, if thou 
attain unto will ſo work in thy heart, that firſt thou 
wilt ſee the nature of the law, and alfo the nature of 
the goſpel, and delight in the glory of it; and alſo 
thou wilt find an ingaging of thy heart and ſoul to 
Jeſus Chriſt, even to the giving up of the whole man 
unto him, to be ruled and governed by him to his 
glory, and thy comfort by the faith of the LORD 
JESUS. 
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